
1 

 

  

Inside  

The Family Leader 

Rita Baker  PCCI 

Lavone Maxwell 

Amy Moser 

Jennifer Boer 

Discover Hope 517 

Cover Story 

Religious Liberty 

      By Ginny Caligiuri 

Spiritual Warfare  

      By Brenda Hendrickson 

Exclusive 

Garden Gate Ranch 

Here Are Their Stories 

Odgaard’s Rose 

Iowans For Tax Relief  

A Premier Christian/Civics Publication! 

“...to set at liberty those who are oppressed” 

 

Ginny Caligiuri 

“America will fail if we lose our religious foundation.  

It is imperative that as Christian believers we reclaim 

our Christian heritage with the same passion and 

commitment as our Founding Fathers.” 



2 

 Contributors 

The Family Leader 

Iowans For Tax Relief  

Dr. Robert Owens 

Dr. William Tarbell 

Biologist-David Faircloth 

Brenda Long -Garden Gate Ranch 

Discover Hope 517  

David Shedlock  

Pastor Brad Hendrickson-Minute Ministry 

Evangelist Chris Rose-Christ Rose Ministries 

Rita Baker- Director, PCCI 

Amy Moser  

Jennifer Boer  

Brenda Hendrickson 

Darlene Hacker  

La Vonne Maxwell  

Rhonda Barr 

Jeremy Empie-Bethesda House 

Photographers 

Rhonda Barr 

Ben Sanders  

Dave Faircloth 

Copy Editors  

Design 

La Vonne Maxwell 

Chris Rose  

Original Art  

Betty Odgaard 

Amy Moser 

Deborah Woods 

“For He is our God, and we are the peo-

ple of His pasture, and the sheep of His 

hand.  Today if you hear His voice,” 

Psalms 95:7 

Print Subscriptions $60 (U.S.) Annually.  Inquire to Christian Life Magazine P.O. Box 445, Newton, IA 

50208 or to puregospelpublication@gmail.com  

Digital Subscriptions available at ChristianLifeMagazine.org 

Attention Retailers:  Sell Christian Life Magazine in your store.  For more information please inquire to 

puregospelpublication@gmail.com  

Christian Life Magazine is a registered non-profit organization, a proud supporter of free speech and 

Christianity, our religious expression.  The views and opinions expressed by each contributing writer 

are theirs, and are not necessarily the views and opinions of Christian Life Magazine, its board of direc-

tors, its advertisers, and/or its financial contributors.  All rights reserved.  Reproduction of this publica-

tion in whole or in part is prohibited.  Christian Life Magazine is printed in the U.S.A and is published 

monthly by Christian Life Magazine a non-profit corporation , P.O. Box 445 Newton, IA 50208.   

Patricia Rzepny 

La Vonne Maxwell 

Jo Ferris  

Chris Rose   

ChristianLifeMagazine.org                         facebook.com/ChristianLifeMagazineUSA                    Print Copies Sold Where Available  

©  2 0 1 8  C H R I S T I A N  L I F E  M A G A Z I N E  



3 

Miracles  

By David Faircloth  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lavender and pinks in morning’s first light.  

Chickadee dee dee bouncing on the verge. 

God brings to us His glorious delight.  Just 

watch that gorgeous butterfly emerge.   
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Random Thoughts 
 
By Dr. Robert Owens 
 
 

Why would someone be upset about 
deporting children but not upset 
about aborting them? 
Democrats want DACA.  Trump 
offers DACA but they can’t vote for 
12 years.  Democrats turn that 
down.  Does that show what they 
really want? 
In California they can make plastic 
straws illegal but they can’t seem 
to make illegals illegal. 
Socialism: Policies so good they 
have to be mandatory. 
Mark Zuckerberg calls President 
Trump a fascist as he deletes posts, 
pages, and accounts of people he 
disagrees with. 
The same people who call Presi-
dent Trump a fascist are the same 
ones begging him to take every-
one’s guns away…go figure. 
Jay-Z: stabbed his own producer, 
punched his sister-in-law in the 
face on an elevator, and shot his 
own brother.  He now says he is 
offended because he doesn’t like 
President Trump’s tone. 
Two things are very expensive in in-
ternational affairs: threats when they 
fail and promises when they succeed. 
President Kennedy put men on the 
moon.  President Obama put men in 
the ladies room. 
What criminals want most is a dis-
armed victim. 
 
The Flat Earth Society has members 
all around the globe. 
The more Trump is investigated the 
more crimes involving prominent 
Democrats are exposed. 
Recently a demonstrator was seen 
holding a sign that said, “If Trump 
isn’t Hitler then I’m a mor-
on!”  Enough said? 
If guns kill people, then I guess pen-

cils misspell words, spoons make peo-
ple fat, and cars make people drive 
drunk. 
Smooth seas never made a good sail-
or. 
The Left’s answer to homicidal mani-
acs attacking innocent people is to 
disarm innocent people. 

Wouldn’t it be great if the Masters of 
the Universe in Washington were as 
interested in spending control as they 
are in gun control? 
When we’re young our grandparents 
tried to tell us about their lives and 
we were bored because it doesn’t 
interest us.  Later we wished we 
would have written it all down. Then 
when we are old we will be disap-
pointed when our grandchildren 
don’t care about the life we’ve lived…
it was all so long ago.  That is part of 
the circle of life.  Very few people 
know the names of all eight of their 
great grandparents.  Few know even 
the names of three.  In a generation 
or two, at most three for most of us 
even our names will be forgotten.   
All things in life will pass.  Only those 
things done in Christ will last. 
From the “He Said What?”   

Department: 
"Today we need a nation of minute 
men; citizens who are not only pre-
pared to take up arms, but citizens 
who regard the preservation of free-
dom as a basic purpose of their daily 
life and who are willing to consciously 
work and sacrifice for that free-
dom."  President Kennedy from his 
message: Those Participating in Roo-
sevelt Day Commemoration, 29 Janu-
ary 1961.  This was before we went 
through the looking glass. 
The Maryland shooter of 3-20 was 17 
years old.  He used a 9mm 
Glock.  According to Maryland law 
you must be 21 years old to purchase 
a hand gun.  Criminals don’t follow 
laws…that’s what makes them crimi-
nals.  And he was stopped by one 
man with his own gun.  No CNN, no 
vigils, no walkouts…the corporations 
once known as the mainstream me-
dia apparently did not notice. 
 
Undocumented isn’t a race, it’s a 
crime.  So why is someone a racist if 
they see a problem with twenty mil-
lion plus criminals being allowed to 
walk around, work, and demonstrate 
with immunity? 
In Stockton, California during walk-
outs for gun violence students were 
arrested on charges of battery, van-
dalizing vehicles, and assaulting po-
lice officers.  Doesn’t this prove the 
point that it isn’t the gun that’s the 
problem, it’s the moral values and 
ethics of the people who commit the 
crimes? 
 
Hillary needs a device around her 
neck with a button for, “Help! I’ve 
fallen and I can’t quit getting back 
up.” 
 
Dr. Owens teaches History, Political Science, 
and Religion.  He is the Historian of the Future 
@ http://drrobertowens.com  © 2018 Contact 
Dr. Owens   Follow Dr. Robert Owens on Face-
book or Twitter @ Drrobertowens or visit Dr. 
Owens Amazon Page / Edited by Dr. Rosalie-
owens. 

  Why the study of History  
    is exciting: 

 
If we learn how we got here we can 

better understand here. 
If we learn how the past became the 

present we can better anticipate 
the future. 

It gives us the opportunity to learn 
from the mistakes of others. 

It isn’t all about memorizing names 
and dates to regurgitate on an 
exam.  It is about investigating 
the lives of people just like us 

who lived in different times and 
in what were essentially different 

worlds. 
Being a student of History is in many 

ways like being a time  

http://drrobertowens.com/
https://twitter.com/Drrobertowens
https://www.amazon.com/Dr.-Robert-Owens/e/B01M24DREO/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1509455220&sr=8-1
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What Is Religious      

Liberty? Is It Under 

Attack In Our         

Nation? 

By Ginny Caligiuri 

 

Religious Liberty is the right to 
choose a religion (or no religion) 
without interference by the govern-
ment. Freedom of religion is guar-
anteed by the First Amendment to 
the Constitution. The free exercise 
of religion includes the freedom to 
hold beliefs and act peacefully ac-
cording to those beliefs. 

 
The original intent of the First 
Amendment was not to exclude re-
ligious expression from the public 
square. The U.S. Constitution does 
not limit the freedom of religion to 
only the “freedom of worship.” 
Matters of conscience impact our 
decisions of daily living. 

In the 1800’s Alexis De Tocque-
ville came to America to examine 
the prison system. He toured the 
country for eight months. While he 
was here, he observed that America 
was a highly religious nation. He 
was accustomed to religion and 
government being enemies (which 
they were in France). He found that 
in America the two were insepara-
ble allies. Christianity influenced 
every aspect of life. He called 
America an "exceptional nation." 

 
The very thing Alexis De Tocque-
ville spoke about is now under at-
tack in our nation. We are facing a 
concerted effort to remove God 
from our culture and negate the in-
fluence of the Christian faith. This 
faith influenced the principles upon 
which our liberties are secured. 
Judeo-Christian values play a role 
in framing our Republic and are 

quickly being eliminated.  When it 
comes to cultural values, the argu-
ments for and against the freedom 
of speech/expression are increasing-
ly in the spotlight.   

Examples include: 

 

The sanctity of life  

Employers under the Affordable 
Care Act are being forced to pro-
vide coverage in their health insur-
ance policies for abortion and/or 
abortifacient contraceptives.  

The traditional definition of mar-
riage  

State laws are being vacated by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in granting 
marriage licenses to same-sex cou-
ples.  

Violation of conscience issues 
(Lawsuits) 

The Kleins, owners of Sweet Cakes 
Bakery in Oregon, for refusing to 
bake a wedding cake for a same-sex 
couple and Elaine Huguenin’s re-
fusal to photograph a same-sex 
marriage in New Mexico. 

Our leaders and citizens must es-
pouse morality. Benjamin Franklin 
once said, “As to Jesus of Nazareth, 
my opinion of whom you particu-
larly desire, I think the system of 
morals and His religion, as He left 
them to us, is the best the world ev-
er saw, or is likely to see." George 
Washington said, “It is impossible 
to rightly govern the nation without 
God and the Bible." James Madison 
said, “We have staked the future of 
all our political institutions upon the 
capacity of each and all of us to 
govern ourselves, to control our-
selves, to sustain ourselves accord-
ing to the Ten Commandments of 
God”.    

For 5 years I served as the State Di-
rector for the Congressional Prayer 
Caucus in Iowa at our state Capitol. 
I worked with our Legislators 
through prayer and encouragement 
to write legislation protecting our 
Religious Liberties. The Caucus 
was established by Congressman 
Randy Forbes to not only bring 
prayer into our states but to encour-
age writing legislation that would 
protect America’s religious liber-
ties. It is an official caucus of the 
U.S. Congress, and it boldly 
acknowledges the important roles 
that faith in God and prayer play in 
American life and history.  

A few facts from the Congressional 
Prayer Caucus Foundation are: 
The Free Exercise Clause of the 
First Amendment was written to 
ensure religious freedom for all 
U.S. citizens. The Founders under-
stood that government had no right-
ful authority to interfere with a per-
son’s peaceful religious devotion to 
his God.                       Continued…. 

“Our future relies on you!   

What will you do? “ 
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Protecting the free exercise of reli-
gion from government intrusion is a 
federal interest of the highest order. 
The federal Religious Freedom Res-
toration Act (RFRA) requires that 
federal courts use strict scrutiny, the 
highest level of judicial review, to 
ensure the utmost protection for free 
exercise claims.  

In almost half the states in America, 
there is currently no state legislation 
that requires the courts to provide 
the same deference to free exercise 
claims that are currently provided 
under federal law. 

The individual states and 
their political subdivi-
sions should not be 
guilty of restricting a 
person’s free exercise 
rights more than the Fed-
eral Government is al-
lowed to do. All citizens 
should be able to enjoy 
the same religious free-
doms that their fellow 
citizens enjoy in other 
parts of the nation 

State RFRA legislation 
is intended to correct the 
inequalities of religious 
liberty protections so 
that all citizens have the 
same protections for the 
peaceful free exercise of religion as 

they enjoy under federal law. 

The Declaration of Independence 
clearly identifies that in America we 
understand our rights come from 
God and not man. Are we being 
convinced otherwise? If so our 
rights can and will be taken away. 
Ronald Reagan said, “Freedom 
prospers when religion is vibrant 
and the rule of law under God is 
acknowledged.” 

On July 20, 2015, Wisconsin Sena-
tor Tammy Baldwin went on na-
tional TV and told Americans of 
faith that their religious freedoms 
exist in church and other religious 
institutions, but not really outside of 

those walls. In her speech, she stat-
ed, “Certainly the First Amendment 
says that in institutions of faith that 
there is absolute power to, you 
know, to observe deeply held reli-
gious beliefs. But I don’t think it 
extends far beyond that . . .In this 
context, they’re talking about ex-
panding this far beyond our church-
es and synagogues to businesses 
and individuals across this country. 
Clear limits have been set in other 
contexts and we ought to abide by 
those in this new context across 
America.” 

Sen. Baldwin is not alone. There are 

many that clearly want people and 
business owners of faith to be kept 
inside their churches and behind 
closed doors. They have no problem 
redefining and restricting the reli-
gious freedom of the more than 
70% of Americans who identify as 
Christians.  

Our constitution is based on Judeo-
Christian principles for our rule of 
law, but through our silence, we are 
allowing these principles to be un-
dermined by society. We are mov-
ing away from the true intentions 
our nation and constitution were 
founded upon.  

But, there is hope. May 15th 
headlines read "College Student 

Wins Right To Talk about Jesus and 
the Bible in Graduation Speech." A 
Colorado Mesa University student 
has succeeded in her fight to be al-
lowed to mention Jesus and the Bi-
ble in her graduation speech. There 
are other stories like these, but the 
cases that are being fought to pro-
tect our religious liberties as Chris-
tians are not only astronomical, they 
are draining the life out of our na-
tion.  

America will fail if we lose our reli-
gious foundation. It is imperative 
that as Christian believers we re-
claim our Christian heritage with 
the same passion and commitment 
as our Founding Fathers.  

Hosea 4:6 says, “My people are de-
stroyed for lack of knowledge.” It is 
up to us to read our Constitution, 
understand it and hold our elected 
officials accountable to uphold it! It 
is time we elect government offi-
cials that have a Biblical foundation 
and who will engage in protecting 
the rights set forth by our 1st 
Amendment. Judeo-Christian val-
ues are the foundation of our nation. 
Our Forefathers and our Founding 
Fathers took action!  

What will you do to help ensure we 
are upholding our constitution? Will 
you pray? Will you elect govern-
ment officials that have a Biblical 
foundation? Ones who are States-
men and not politicians. Ones that 
will work to return our nation to the 
foundations our Forefathers set? 
Will you be a voice for our Repub-
lic?  

Our future relies on you! What will 
YOU do? 

For more information about Ginny Ca-
ligiuri go to Facebook.com/ ginnyget-
siowa 
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Spiritual Warfare 

By Brenda Hendrickson 

 

Spiritual warfare--just the term caus-

es some to shy away. Let’s break it 

down:  

Spiritual:  Relating to or affecting the 

human soul. 

Warfare:  Engagement in or activity 

involved in war, waging war with the 

things that affect the soul.  

It seems simple on paper, but 

battling in the unseen spiritual realm 

could be a frightening proposition for 

an ill-equipped believer.  There are 

three things we as believers must do 

to effectively engage in spiritual war-

fare.  

Stand on the word of God  

Pray  

Agree in prayer with other believers. 

 

Stand on the Word of God 

The prayer principle laid out for us in 

the word of God is direct and simple, 

but not always easy.  Ephesians 6:12 

says, “For we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against princi-

palities, against powers, against the 

rulers of the darkness of this age, 

against spiritual hosts of wickedness 

in the heavenly places.”  This is not to 

say we do not have conflict in our 

earthly situations. We should deal 

with those by standing on biblical 

principle as well. We must be aware 

of the distractions the enemy 

attempts to place in our lives which 

are intended to compromise our abil-

ity to “wrestle” in the spiritual realm.  

The closer we get to the return of 

Christ, Satan loses more and more 

ground, inciting greater attacks on 

the body of Christ.  

II Corinthians 10:3-5 tells us that alt-

hough we are human, we do not 

wage war as humans would.  We use 

God’s mighty weapons of spiritual 

warfare, not worldly weapons, to 

knock down the strongholds of hu-

man reasoning and destroy false ar-

guments.  We destroy every obstacle 

of human pride that keeps people 

from knowing God.  We capture eve-

ry rebellious thought and submit 

them to the obedience of Christ.  

 

Pray  

Admittedly, I am frustrated by “good 

intentions” type of prayers, or the 

the casual attitude we take when it 

comes to prayer.  The ability to pray 

directly to the Father was given to us 

the day that the veil was torn. Prayer 

is a tool, when used by faith, moves 

the hand of God.  Although I know I 

am guilty of praying less than fervent 

prayers, when fighting against 

“spiritual hosts of wickedness,” pray-

er is serious business.  Serious 

enough that it caused our Savior to 

sweat great drops of blood as He 

prayed in the garden, that His Fa-

ther’s will be done and not his own.  

Several years ago, our Pastor re-

ceived a vision to plant a satellite 

church to the north, south, east, and 

west of our main church. To the west 

is “our” town, Fairfield, a logical 

choice for the first satellite as we 

have a number of us who had driven 

thirty plus miles to church once or 

twice a week for some time.  

Agree in prayer with other believers 

Fairfield has a 

faction of the 

population that 

exists in a great 

deal of decep-

tion, confusion, 

and spiritual 

bondage due 

to their affilia-

tion with the 

local college.  

Before we 

knew where 

we would be 

holding our ser-

vices a group of prayer partners got 

together, and for months preceding 

our first Sunday in our “new” church 

we prayed.  We walked the streets of 

the city, we walked around the pe-

rimeter of town, and we walked 

around the college.  We claimed our 

town for Christ, rebuked the enemy, 

and prayed for open doors literally 

and spiritually.  The doors opened, 

and, as a church we walked through 

them.                                                              

                                                            Continued... 

  Photo by sandervisuals.com 
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Now, to be clear, we did not pray for 

answers...telling God what to do.  We 

prayed for Christ to be made real, the 

enemy’s hold to be broken, and for 

the best site possible for God to 

move.  Not only did God open a door 

to a beautiful building, it is in the cen-

ter of our town.  While our prayers 

were answered, our need to step up 

our prayer game was immediately 

evident.  The Sondheim Center is a 

public venue during the week.  If your 

“church” holds services in a “church,” 

you have a great deal of control re-

garding what takes place inside.  In a 

public venue many things happen 

which must be confronted through 

spiritual warfare.  We stand corpo-

rately on the word of God.  Each 

week our prayer partners speak over 

the service, the pastors, and the lost 

in our community.  We are in our sev-

enth year here.   

Zechariah 4:10 starts “Do not despise 

these small beginnings for the Lord 

rejoices to see the work begin”   

In August of this year, a small group 

of us will begin our third year engag-

ing in spiritual warfare for specific 

issues that impact our community.  

Tamara Scott, talk show host of 

“Truth For Our Time”, who also 

serves as the State Director of Con-

cerned Women for America, and the 

Chair of the RNC Faith Advisory 

Board, advocates biblically for family 

life.  She desired to start prayer 

groups who stand for families in eve-

ry Iowa County.  We announced this 

at our church services and reached 

out to other local churches to in-

crease our prayer intercession.  Ini-

tially Tamara asked if we could meet 

once a month to fight for our school 

districts, children, and communities.  

We met that first Monday night, and 

before we closed, it had been im-

pressed upon us as a group to pray 

this way every other Monday even-

ing.  Since we began, we have 

watched God move in unimaginable 

ways.  Our school district has been 

and continues to be under attack.  

The attacks change as we watch God 

shut down the enemy time after time.  

Although the enemy may feel he is a 

formidable foe, and he relentlessly 

attacks our community and those 

faithful prayer warriors, we stay on 

our knees petitioning God in prayer.   

Two years ago a few students rose up 

and declared discrimination when 

stating they identified as transgender.  

When I say, “all hell broke loose,” I 

mean exactly that.  The enemy had 

decided that Fairfield High School was 

his playground.  He had the city right 

where he wanted it, attacking our 

children.  Obviously, Satan relished in 

seemingly dividing our town.  Many 

people, swayed into thinking that in 

standing for the “rights” of the chil-

dren identifying as LGBTQ they were, 

and should be against those standing 

on God’s original design.  Bathrooms 

were changed to support tolerance, 

while students wearing t-shirts with 

scripture were asked to turn them 

inside out or change out of them.  

High schoolers who felt uncomforta-

ble sharing restrooms with the oppo-

site sex were leaving to use re-

strooms elsewhere. It was nothing 

but chaos.  For a fleeting moment I 

am sure Satan smiled, but multitudes, 

strong in Christ, continued to stand 

on the word of God.  James 5:16 re-

minds us that the earnest prayer of a 

righteous person has great power and 

produces great results.  On several 

fronts our schools are now restored.  

We credit this victory from our com-

munity choosing to pray and letting 

God fight for us.  The enemy contin-

ues to use those who will allow him 

to create divisive discourse.  He will 

not stop trying to beat us down with 

circumstances and situations that 

attempt to divert our focus from the 

truth.  His purpose is to kill, steal, and 

destroy. The greatest knowledge in 

the midst of spiritual warfare is that 

he has already been defeated. 

 

 

 

Brenda Hendrickson is a devoted board 

member of Christian Life Magazine 

and an amazing wife to Pastor Brad Hen-

drickson of Minute Ministries.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Life 

 

The earnest prayer of a 

righteous person has 

great power and produces 

great results! 
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Sex Freedom Train 
 
By Dr. William Tarbell 
 
 
“All aboard the Sex Freedom 
Train” is the cry from every part of 
our society. It rises from the lips of 
academics, politicians, judges, 
community leaders, and countless 
other well-meaning citizens, in-
cluding clergy from various reli-
gious bodies. It is, they all claim, 
the vehicle to freedom and justice 
for all of us. The tickets have been 
passed out to everyone and every-
one should board the train cele-
brating the many ways in which 
gender and sexuality can be owned 
and expressed.  
 
A railway system to support The 
Sex Freedom Train has been de-
veloping for the last fifty years or 
so. It included mental and moral 
preparation to induce people from 
all walks of life to ride the train 
without questioning its ultimate 
destination. Tracks were laid by 
dismantling former barriers to cer-
tain behaviors in law and regula-
tion, and by instituting new law 
and regulation which essentially 
opens the door to almost every 
form of sexual and gender expres-
sion. While a few restrictions re-
main in place, generally speaking 
The Sex Freedom Train runs into 
an infinite future of amazing possi-
bilities, or so it is claimed by those 
who build and maintain it. 
 
The LGBT community, with gen-
erous support from certain hetero-
sexual interests, constructed the 
locomotive that powers the train. 
Using materials that have existed 
since ancient times, they reimag-
ined the psychological research of 
the last century, eliminating the 
element of free conscientious 
choice and putting in its place a 
rigid doctrine of fixed orientation 
which predetermines all sexual 
identity and behavior. Once they 

had the chassis and motor complet-
ed, they added a variety of parts 
new to the definition of personali-
ty. Terms such as transgender, 
gender fluidity, binary, gender di-
versity, gender justice, multiple 
sexual expression and other inno-
vative titles were blended into a 
massive structure capable of plow-
ing through any objections laid 
across the tracks. Then this gargan-
tuan vehicle was fueled by an 
enormous propaganda storm which 
labeled anyone or anything that 
sought to slow down or question 
the trajectory of the Sex Freedom 
Train hatemongers. Since then it 
has blazed down the tracks laid in 
every corner of western society. 
 
As time goes by, the train grows 
longer, car by car. The original 
LGBT lengthened to LGBTQIA. 
Recently the number 2 has been 
added to represent something 
called Two Spirit. And, according 
to gender diversity proponents, at 
least a hundred more titled cars are 
being added, all of them, by exten-
sion from same-sex claims, the re-
sult of fixed orientations. No doubt 
a Z car will be the new caboose. 
Not long ago, a man described 
how his dolphin seduced him into 
sexual intimacy. Then he identified 
himself as a zoophile who is sure 
that religion and sacred writings 
are on the way out. Just pass a law 
making interspecies intimacy ac-
ceptable and all will be well. All 
aboard the Z car if you are a zoo-
phile.  
 
Among the many persons acting as 
conductors calling everyone to 
board The Sex Freedom Train are 
those who say they represent the 
whole Christian community. In 
New Hampshire an Episcopalian 
priest cheered legislators on as 
they decided to use state funds to 
pay for transitional surgery for 
those under eighteen. In California 
a Presbyterian minister is called in 
to bless the legislature whenever 

they consider same-sex or gender 
diversity matters. They must be the 
wisest, most intelligent  people in 
the world in order to see through 
2000 years of Christian prejudice 
and ignorance, at least as they de-
fine it. 
 
If sexual freedom is the goal of 
this proud train something is 
dreadfully amiss. Once a person or 
an organization is aboard they are 
not allowed to leave the car they 
have been assigned to inhabit. Fur-
thermore, they must accept and 
applaud all the other cars and faith-
fully remain on the train, wherever 
it may take them. If they do not do 
so, they will be labeled as traitors 
by their fellow passengers and 
open themselves to possible legal 
action. 
 
Speaking of law, it is now contrary 

to law in Nevada to define sexuali-

ty as anything except fixed orienta-

tion. Also, a pending regulation 

designed by the Nevada state de-

partment of education will force 

every public school K-12 student 

in the state into the observation car 

of The Sex Freedom Train. There, 

they will learn that gender diversi-

ty is a scientific fact and that any-

one, regardless of age, who identi-

fies as gender diverse must be ac-

corded specific rights. As far as 

those of us who see no scientific or 

practical reason to support gender 

diversity, the conductors’ cry will 

be, “All aboard, or else!”  

 

 

Dr. William Tarbell  

4251 Desert Rain Ct. 

Sparks, NV 89436  

Telephone: (803) 920-4060 
 

 

Christian Life 
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US Constitution 

Article V 
By Norm Rozendaal 

 

There is a provision available in 
our Constitution allowing for 
Americans to invoke the right to 
amend the document.  This provi-
sion was put in place by our found-
ing fathers following the Revolu-
tionary War, when writing the 
Constitution, to address the possi-
ble need of future regresses of the 
people to their government.  

Our great Constitution has served 
us well for over 200 years.  Our 
founders were wise men who 
leaned on the written Word of God 
to compile a document that has 
stood the test of time and served us 
very well.  Some define this suc-
cess as a miracle, a guiding hand 
of our loving Father to propel our 
civilization from the use of a bug-
gy whip, a wooden plow, and an 
ox cart to the comfort of the ad-
vanced mechanical and technical 
society of today.  It not only 
moved us from the old ways of 
centuries before us but propelled 
the world forward as well. 

Today our governments’ percep-
tion of its content has become 
complex and convoluted.  The pre-
sent use doesn’t even vaguely re-
semble the ways of our predeces-
sors.  The laws that have been 
adopted and piled on us over the 
years have been placed there by 
lawmakers and so-called educated 
law professors.  They site case law 
in the decisions brought down by 
the courts. Case law is precedent 
set by previously litigated law 
suits.  The Constitution is simple 
compared to the involved com-
plexities that are being used, by 
design, to seek out a way around 
the Constitutions’ simple direc-
tives. 

As a result of this we have been 

dumbed down by our educational 
system that has failed miserably in 
its duty to fully inform each gener-
ation in the ways set forth in this 
great document.  Each time a situa-
tion occurs that will enhance the 
case being brought before the 
court, those seeking to win the 
case, and make precedent they find 
ways that are veiled in fog and cre-
ate deception.  They use inferred 
intent and doubt as to the meaning 
of the original founders. 

A case in point, is the “Right to 
Privacy” which was found to justi-
fy the “right of a mother to abort 
her child” in Roe V Wade and Doe 
V Bolton.  “Hate crimes” were 
found to be more significant than 
other crimes because of the per-
ceived intent in the heart of the 
perpetrator.  These are examples of 
abuse that has become almost a 
daily occurrence in our judicial 
system. 

This great document establishes 
three branches of government.  
The Legislative Branch, We the 
People, is the most powerful 
branch.  Next is the Executive 
Branch, our president’s office, the 
second in strength used as a bal-
ance of power.  And third is Judi-
cial, the Supreme Court.  This was 
put in place to be the weakest 
branch, but was installed to be an-
other balance of power. It’s sole 
purpose was to interpret the intent 
of the Constitution in relation to 
the new laws that he other two 
branches adopted. Their job was to 
interpret the intent of the new laws 
and then return them back to the 
Legislature (Congress) for the rep-
resentatives of The People to fix or 
approve. 

We need not redo the Constitution 
just because it has not been read. 
As a result, it has been abused and 
ignored.  Every time we use case 
law that is flawed, the flaw multi-
plies.  Soon the document does not 
resemble its original intent.  If in 

an attempt to correct the past errors 
we open up this document to 
amend it, there is the risk that it 
could be trashed and rewritten as 
was done in 1787.  This was the 
only time in history a convention 
to amend was convened.  The Arti-
cles of Confederation, our govern-
ing document at that time, was not 
amended as initially intended.  It 
was thrown out and an entirely 
new piece emerged.  That good 
piece, our present Constitution, is 
what has stood the test of time and 
will continue to serve us well if we 
just interpret it as intended without 
the baggage of intentional change 
to meet the whim of the time to fit 
the situation at hand. 

A Constitutional Convention, or 
Convention of the States, one and 
the same, could be dangerous and 
could lead to a document that 
would discard the time-honored 
foundations we now hold dear.  
Many of our past Supreme Court 
Justices warned of the pitfalls that 
could damage the original docu-
ment as was intended.  One of the 
dangers that lurk is that there are 
those who believe that guns are the 
reason for school shootings.  They 
totally disregard the fact that some-
one with a warped mind and heart 
is committing these crimes. Our 
society, as we know it today, has 
accepted the idea that the imple-
ment or tool used in the crime is 
the cause of the crime.  No account 
is given to the real reason for the 
crime, when in actuality it is the 
perverted heart and mind of the 
perpetrator.   

If those seeking change cannot 
stand with the Constitution as writ-
ten today, what guarantees are 
there that they will be willing to 
adhere to the new document that 
could emerge from the Convention 
of States? 

 

                                                        

                                                        Continued... 
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Simply rewriting this great docu-

ment won’t fix the problem.  Until 

the hearts and minds of fallen man 

come to the saving grace of our 

loving Heavenly Father, giving 

him preeminence in our lives and 

way of thinking, we will continue 

to experience the difficulties we 

now face.  We need to once again 

teach the Constitution in our edu-

cational systems and adhere to its 

principles set forth in the original 

intent.  

 

Norman Rozendaal, Republican Platform 

Committee Member.   

 

The Failure of  

Progressive  

“Blue State”  

Economics 

By John Hendrickson  

 

Progressives in Iowa are arguing 

that both Governor Kim Reynolds 

and Republican legislative tax re-

form proposals would lead Iowa 

into a fiscal “train wreck.” Iowa 

Democrats have said if Republi-

cans in the legislature lower tax 

rates the result will be a budget 

disaster similar to what occurred in 

Kansas. Iowa’s progressives are 

following a policy program known 

as the “Blue State” model, which 

“incorporates high levels of public 

employment, extensive and expen-

sive public services, and high taxes 

and comprehensive regulations on 

business.”  

 
“The harm done by excessive reg-

ulation, taxes, and public expendi-

tures plays itself out time and 

again in liberal bastions…, noted 

Constitutional Scholar Richard A. 

Epstein. Connecticut is one exam-

ple where the “Blue State” model 

has failed. Connecticut, which is 

known as a wealthy New England 

state, is in a severe fiscal crisis. 

After several tax increases in re-

cent years Connecticut has failed 

to resolve its budget crisis and un-

funded pension liabilities. Recent 

projections are forecasting that 

Connecticut is facing a $197 mil-

lion budget deficit. Connecticut 

has a government spending prob-

lem and their entitlement programs 

are severely underfunded. 

 

“Connecticut has raised income 

and other taxes three times in the 

last four years and still has one of 

the most debilitating budget defi-

cits in the nation,” argued econo-

mists Stephen Moore and Arthur 

Laffer. 

 

Stephen Eide, a Senior Fellow at 

the Manhattan Institute, states that 

the Connecticut’s pension system 

is underfunded by $27.5 billion 

and over $20 billion in unfunded 

health-care liabilities. The tax in-

creases and budget crisis has not 

only failed to resolve the economic 

problems, but it is driving people 

and businesses out of Connecticut. 

One of the more symbolic exam-

ples of this was General Electric 

relocating to Massachusetts.  

 
“Connecticut could serve as Ex-

hibit A for the risks involved in 

trying to run a progressive tax sys-

tem in an era of high and rising 

“fixed” costs (entitlements, retire-

ment-benefit costs, and debt ser-

vice),” wrote Eide.  

 
If Connecticut is Exhibit A, Illi-

nois is Exhibit B of a fiscal disas-

ter in a “Blue State” model. The 

Land of Lincoln suffers from high 

taxes, and just as with Connecti-

cut, is fiscally bankrupt and losing 

population. David Keene, an Edi-

tor at The Washington Times, notes 

that people are “fleeing Illinois in 

jaw-dropping numbers because its 

citizens have the unique distinction 

of residing in one of the worst 

governed and most over-taxed 

states in the country.” 

 
California is another “Blue State” 

model suffering from self-inflicted 

fiscal crisis. High taxes, excessive 

regulations, and poor fiscal man-

agement are causing people and 

businesses to leave the state. In-

vestor’s Business Daily reports 

that an estimated “155,000 taxpay-

ers out of 15.7 million pay half of 

all the state’s income taxes.” This 

system of “progressive” taxation is 

not sustainable. In addition to the 

already reckless spending policy-

makers in the state are considering 

a $400 billion per year single-

payer health care system, which 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       Continued... 

http://www.nonpareilonline.com/opinion/iowa_views/iowa-views-big-tax-cuts-could-be-fiscal-train-wreck/article_dab7529c-2646-11e8-bba0-dbb259a03ead.html
https://amgreatness.com/2017/12/20/good-riddance-to-the-blue-state-model/
https://www.hoover.org/research/blue-state-model-has-failed
http://wamc.org/post/state-comptroller-connecticut-facing-1977-million-budget-deficit
http://wamc.org/post/state-comptroller-connecticut-facing-1977-million-budget-deficit
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/mar/25/no-hillary-its-the-red-states-that-are-dynamic/
https://www.city-journal.org/html/connecticut-brink-15645.html
https://www.city-journal.org/html/connecticut-brink-15645.html
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/mar/13/fleeing-illinois/
https://www.investors.com/politics/editorials/californians-doing-the-once-unthinkable-leaving-california/
https://www.investors.com/politics/editorials/californians-doing-the-once-unthinkable-leaving-california/
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would only solidify the state’s 

bankruptcy. 

 
Stephen Moore and Arthur Laffer 

describe the exodus of people from 

high tax states as “one of the great-

est demographic stories in Ameri-

can history.” Other “Blue model” 

states such as Minnesota may not 

have such a dire economic situa-

tion as Connecticut, Illinois, and 

California, but they are experienc-

ing lower levels of economic 

growth. The “North Star” state is 

often held up by progressives as a 

model to follow, but over time 

high taxes and excessive regula-

tions are creating more harm. To 

reflect on how high Minnesota’s 

tax rates are the lowest income tax 

rate of 5.35 percent is higher than 

the highest tax rate in 23 states! 

 
“The progressive tax and spend 

agenda has been put on trial. Not 

only do the policies lead to much 

slower growth, they also benefit 

the rich and politically well-

connected at the expense of every-

one else,” argues Moore and Laf-

fer. 

 
The “Blue state” model has clearly 

failed. Many states and localities 

are not prepared for the next eco-

nomic recession.  Steven Malanga, 

senior editor of City Journal, re-

cently wrote, “states and cities 

haven’t been this unprepared in 

decades for the next economic 

slowdown.” Whether it is public 

pensions, escalating Medicaid 

costs, education funding, or other 

programs many states are strug-

gling to finance the increasing 

costs and demands of government.  

 
Iowa’s progressives are calling for 

more “investments” in multiple 

policy areas such as education and 

healthcare. The argument is that 

Iowa is not “fully funding” vital 

state programs and services. Iowa 

certainly is struggling with recent 

budget reductions due to less-than-

projected revenues, but taxpayers 

need to remember that the siren 

song of “investment” and “fully 

funded” are code words for more 

spending. To spend more money 

Iowa must either raise taxes or cre-

ate economic growth, which will 

generate new taxpayers.  

 
The failing example from Connect-

icut and other “Blue model” states 

demonstrates that raising taxes to 

finance more government will not 

improve state government. In addi-

tion, higher levels of government 

spending do not necessarily trans-

late into better services. Iowa poli-

cymakers and taxpayers should 

reject the siren call for more 

“investments” in government.  

 

Our history is filled with examples 

from both the federal and state lev-

el that governments cannot tax and 

spend their way to prosperity. Iowa 

policymakers need to not only en-

act policies that will work to create 

economic growth and opportuni-

ties for all Iowans — but also pre-

pare us for future economic down-

turns.   

 
By lowering tax rates across-the-

board and controlling spending, 

Iowa will not only create a strong-

er economy with more opportuni-

ties, which will also provide for 

the priorities of state government.  

 

John Hendrickson is a policy analyst with 

Iowans for Tax Relief 

 
 

Our Liberties We Prize 
By Brenda Brown 
 

 
The National Day of Prayer (NDP) 
was “brand new” to me this year as 
the Iowa State Coordinator.  In the 
past I had only attended the event. 
The first Thursday of May each 
year since 1988 we have celebrat-
ed, for the good of our state and 
nation-America being founded on 
the word of God. Our Constitution 
represents Him very well, but our 
nation is not doing so well right 
now, we continue to pray! 
   
Most of last year we prayed for 
unity, for government leaders, pas-
tors, business owners, the Church, 
and for the small army of us who 
pray at the Capitol on Tuesdays. 
(prayers go out throughout the 
year, and all week Monday thru 
Thursday- all day for all of our 
legislators!) 
 
In the fall Ronny Floyd, the NDP 
President, announced that we need 
to come into unity with one anoth-
er.  God got my attention in Ephe-
sians 4:3 ESV “eager to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.”  
 
So, the Lord took the lead on May 
03, 2018.  
 
We had an amazing color guard, 
start off the 2018 National Day of 
Prayer.  A wonderful group of men 
from Newton, Iowa American  

https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/mar/25/no-hillary-its-the-red-states-that-are-dynamic/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/reports-books/minnesota-economy-2017/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2018/04/minnesota-reduce-individual-income-tax-rates/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2018/04/minnesota-reduce-individual-income-tax-rates/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/mar/25/no-hillary-its-the-red-states-that-are-dynamic/
https://www.city-journal.org/html/states-siege-15648.html


13 

Legion Post 111, placed in honor 
the Flag of the United States of 
American along with our cherished 
State of Iowa Flag adorned in its 
three colors blue, white, and red.  
Its ribbon proudly boasts “Our lib-
erties we prize and our rights we 
will maintain.” 
 
As these brave service men from 
Post 111 provided our time-
honored ceremony representing 
the many men and women who 
fought and died for our freedom.  
Tears welled up in my eyes and 
the lump in my throat persisted 
when remembering the dis-honor 
brought to our flag, our brave 
men and women, and our Country 
from reel highlights captured for-
ever within our countries sports 
arenas.   
 
Iowa stands in Liberty!    
 
The National Anthem and the sa-
lute to our Flags brought a beauti-
ful light upon the Rotunda in Io-
wa’s State Capitol Building that 
morning.  Men and women eager 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
rose in victorious salute singing 
our National Anthem.   
 
Surrounded in the presence of the 
Lord, His created worshipped by 
His Spirit.  Singing a “new song” 
of redemption, harmonic interludes 
of praise began to rise up into the 
Rotunda.  While God inhabited our 
praise, worship to the Lord of Glo-
ry began to fall back down from its 

heights.  Pervading our environ-
ment was a provision found of the 
Holy Spirit.  In that unified mo-
ment we understood the sovereign-
ty of God. 
 
Representatives Hager and Salo-
mon read that National Day of 
Prayer proclamation on behalf of 
Governor Reynolds who blessed 
us all.  
Pastor Dave Olson gave a message 
on unity that was precious,  
speaking from Psalm 132.   

PO 2 Barrie Lee US Navy, Sergeant Dale Maki US 
Army, Staff Sergeant Marvin Morris Us Army, 1st 

Sergeant Wesley Justus US Marine Corps.  

 
 
Pastor Al Perez brought 24 pastors 
and leaders of multiple ethnic 

groups and denominations to pray 
over the state for unity and for-
giveness.   
 
We worshiped in one accord!  May 
I say it again! The room was 
“weighty” with the presence of the 
Lord.  
 
At the end “taps” was played by 
Post 111’s Honor Guard and the 
flags were put at rest.  
Tears rolled down my face as I 
could only say Thank You to the 
audience.  
 
What an honor to pray and honor 
our God, King Jesus, and the Ho-
ly Spirit.   
It is a sign of our Liberty our 
Freedom, that we continue to do 
this publicly.  We are a blessed 
Nation. 
 
Unity is important as I had many 
people come up and say that May 
03, 2018 was so far the best Na-
tional Day of Prayer.  Nothing I 
did mind you, but everything that 
Jesus did on the cross.  He 
brought us together, in unity wor-
shiping Him.  It was a beautiful 
experience.  
 
All over Iowa similar events hap-
pened in different counties.   

Iowa is a State of refuge.  Let us 
wake up, and be who we are called 
to be.  Blessings!   
 
Brenda Brown is the Iowa State  
Coordinator, Iowa Prayer Caucus 

Photo by Christian Life Magazine 
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Enjoy one free kids meal with the purchase of any adult 

entrée. Days and times of availability may vary. Contact 

your local Perkins® for more information.  

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/ia/newton/1505-w-19th-st-s.html 
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My Hope Does Not Rest  
In Changing Laws 
By Greg Baker 
 
 

Our nation, as all nations, has many societal woes. 
This is the result of sin, which according to Scripture 
comes from inside man (Matthew 15:19). Sin has 
plagued our planet since the fall of man in the Gar-
den. No nation is immune to these plagues. We see 
them in our communities, our families, and our-
selves. For centuries, we have hoped to cure these 
woes through law. The law helps, but it fails to re-
move the root problem, the heart. That is because 
the law cannot change the heart of man, but can 
only guide it. Unless we spiritually transform a na-
tion, we can pass all the laws we want, but they will 
continue to fall short because we fall short. 
 
When I think of a nation blessed by good and right-
eous laws I think of Israel. Israel received their laws 
directly from God, Himself, the source and standard 
of good. In spite of these amazing laws, Israel still 
fell short. That is because the problem is so much 
deeper. The law, being not only good, but perfect, 
was unable to transform their hearts. Man’s heart is 
prone to evil, and it cannot be cured. “The heart is 
deceitful beyond all things and cannot be 
cured” (Jeremiah 17:9). Israel’s transformation 
needed to begin with their inner selves. God prom-
ised this inner transformation to Israel through the 
Prophet Ezekiel. “I will give you a new heart and put 
a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I 
will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my 
decrees and be careful to keep my laws” (Ezekiel 
36:26-27). Only after this transformation would Isra-
el have the power to obey the law. 
 
If Israel could not be spiritually transformed by law, 
then neither can America. Now, that does not mean 
working to change America’s laws is bad. Just as Paul 
explained, the law is a guide and a moral teacher 
(Galatians 3:24). Without the law we would not 
know we need a Savior (Romans 7). The law does 
change behavior and it is important, but the law 
cannot transform hearts. As Christians, our hope 

cannot be in changing the laws in America. That can-
not be the central focus of our labor in communities. 
It cannot be our primary passion. It cannot be our 
“gospel.” No, the hope for America is the same as 
the hope God has for Israel. The hope of America is 
a heart transformation that can be found in Jesus 
and Christ Jesus alone. 
 
If we are to truly transform America, we must do so 
by witnessing the Gospel, and one-on-one disciple-
ship. America will be transformed one person at 
time. Yes, it is a lot more work than just passing a 
law, but it is the way of Christ, and when we all do 
our part as the body of Christ we will be amazed at 
how much impact we can have in our communities, 
state, and nation. 
 
If we are to engage in legislation, let us use it as a 
tool to witness the Gospel. Let us use law to point to 
people’s need for a Savior and a deeper transfor-
mation that can only come through Christ. Let us 
lead people to the one who has power to bring 
hope, life, and love. The power to make all things 
new. 
 
As the famous hymn says: “My hope rests on noth-
ing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. I dare 
not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Je-
sus’ name.”  

Greg Baker is a well-known author of the “ The Timeless Voice” 
and is Vice President of Church Engagement for The Family 
Leader. 
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Tell Me the Story of  
Jesus 
By La Vonne Maxwell 
 
 
Tell me the story of Jesus, 
Write on my heart every word. 
Tell me the story most precious, 
Sweetest that ever was heard. 
Tell how the angels in chorus, 
Sang as they welcomed His birth. 
“Glory to God in the highest!! 
Peace and good tidings to earth” 
 
Tell of the cross where they nailed 
Him, 
Writhing in anguish and pain. 
Tell of the grave where they laid 
Him. 
Tell how he liveth again. 
Love in that story so tender, 
Clearer than ever I see. 
Stay, let me weep while you whis-
per, 
“Love paid the ransom for me.” 
 
Tell how He's gone back to heaven, 
Up to the right hand of God. 
How He is there interceding, 
While on this earth we must trod. 
Tell of the sweet Holy Spirit, 
He has poured out from above; 
Tell how He's coming in glory, 
For all the saints of His love. 
 
Fanny Crosby wrote this hymn 
in 1880.  Her story is one of sor-
row and also deep love for 
God.  
 
 
When she was only six weeks 
old, she developed an eye infec-
tion.  A physician was called 
who applied hot mustard poul-
tices to her eyes which resulted 

in severe burns causing perma-
nent blindness from then on. 
 
 
Fanny grew into a young wom-
an who found God in every-
thing around her.   She put into 
words  what God had put in 
her heart.  She knew her savior 
as a real person and was able to 
reflect this truth in the many 
hymns she wrote.  Fanny was 

married and had one child who 
died shortly after birth. 
 
 
“Love paid the ransom for me.”    
What a beautiful message and 
reminder to us as we sing the 
words of this hymn.  It goes on 
to say “He's gone back to heav-
en” and someday “He's coming 
in glory” to take us to be with 
Him.  
  
 
Confirmation can be found in 
John 14:2-3 which says, “In my 
Father's house are many mansions.  

And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive 
you to myself; that where I am, 
there you may be also.”   
 
 
Our only requirement is to turn 
from our sinful ways and live 
for Him now.  Then we can 
look forward to eternity with 
Him. 
 

John R. Sweney (1837-1899) was 
born in West Chester, Pennsyl-
vania and composed the music 
for this hymn.  He exhibited 
musical abilities at an early age, 
and by twenty-two he was 
teaching at a school in 
 Dover, Delaware. It has been 
said “He knew how to make a 
congregation sing”. 
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Born For Challenges 
Grace Wins  
By Jeremy Empie 

 

There is a powerful song out by 

Matthew West called, “Grace Wins.”  

I first heard this son a few years ago 

and it really struck me…Grace wins 

EVERY TIME!  Let me elaborate on 

this a bit. 

First, we deserve hell!  We are born 

with a sin nature.  The Bible says in 

Romans 3:10-12: 

“No one is righteous—not even one. 

No one is truly wise; no one is seeking 

God.  All have turned away; all have 

become useless.  No one does good, 

not a single one.” (NLT) 

No one can earn a way to heaven, be 

good enough, nor support enough 

ministries to “buy” a ticket to heaven.  

There is only one way and it is by ac-

cepting Jesus Christ into your heart. 

Secondly, I am alive! 

For those that do not know my back-

ground, I almost died when I was 

born.  I couldn’t breathe for almost 5 

minutes, causing a brain injury 

(Cerebral Palsy). 

Many reading this probably have sim-

ilar near death stories.  However, 

Grace Wins! 

Thirdly, even death can’t defeat 

grace! 

Death and hell are nothing when 

put up against grace.  Grace will 

win, hands down, every time!  

Why?  Because when Jesus Christ 

died for you and I, He defeated death 

and hell.  I like how the Amplified Bi-

ble says it in Revelations 1:18 – 

...”and the Ever-living One [living in 

and beyond all time and space].  I 

died, but see, I am alive forevermore, 

and I have the keys of [absolute con-

trol and victory over] death and of 

Hades (the realm of the dead). 

No matter what you are going 

through in life, no matter how far 

away from God you feel-If you will 

call on Him, He will answer you, be-

cause Grace Wins! 

Please contact me as I’d love to hear 

from you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethesda House  

201 High Avenue East 

Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577-2838 

Office Number: (641) 569-7024 

Web Site: www.TheBethesdaHouse.org 

Blog: www.BornForChallenges.org  

 

Jeremy Empie is an author, recognized 

blogger, and the lead Pastor at              

The Bethesda House, Oskaloosa, IA.   

Pastor Jeremy Empie  

Jeremy@TheBethesdaHouse.org 

(641) 569-7024 Ext. 101 
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Mosaic Masterpiece  

By Jennifer Boer 

 

“Jenny, please set the table for din-
ner”, my grandma would say. “And 
make sure you use the china”.  We 
had a tradition of going to grandma 
and grandpa’s house for a big Sunday 
dinner after church, with all the fix-
ings.  We would bring out the best 
table settings.  My Grandma’s fine 
china, crystal goblets, the finest silver-
ware set, and her finest linens were 
used.  My Grandpa wanted to eat like 
a king.  As I would set the table, I 
would study every detail of the king-
like china.  Examining every little flow-
er and petal that had been meticu-
lously painted-it was almost as if I had 
a purpose of making the final judge-
ment as a highly paid inspector. 
 
The china was as white as snow, with 
beautiful blue flowers etched around 
the outer edge.  It was lined with an 
expensive silver lining, which created 
a perfect finishing touch if I may say 
so.  I was always, oh so careful to han-
dle these delicate pieces of fine art-
work.  It would have been devastating 
to have one of these slip through my 
little hands, drop onto the floor to 
shatter into unrecognizable pieces.  
      
I have a set of china packed away, 
waiting to be taken out and displayed 
in a china hutch much like my 
Grandma’s.  I could not imagine in-
tentionally breaking beautifully 
patterned china into pieces.  It 
doesn’t make sense to me as to why 
someone would destroy such a beau-
tiful piece of artwork.  People do 
break beautiful china plates on pur-
pose but in order to create a bigger, 
more beautiful masterpiece.  
  
When china or glass is broken to cre-
ate a mosaic, every broken piece is 

used.  There is not one piece that is 
thrown away.  All the pieces will come 
back together, but not in the same 
way as it was first designed.  In fact, 
the new creation is often bigger and 
even more beautiful, displaying a bril-
liant pattern of colors or a mesmeriz-
ing picture.  This makes me think of 
my life, your life, everyone’s life. 
 
We are like fine china, fragile and can 
be easily crushed and broken.  What I 
love most about the mosaic analogy is 
that every piece is used, it may not be 
used in the same artwork, but it will 
be used.  God as our creator will not 
throw any of our brokenness away, 
instead He will use every piece of it 
for a better design.  When we feel 
brokenhearted and cast down, we 
can remember that God tells us, “The 
Lord is near to the brokenhearted And 
saves those who are crushed in spir-
it” (Psalm 34:18).  He is whispering 
words of truth to us, telling us that He 
is with us. He sees every broken 
piece, and He WILL use every broken 
piece for our good.  Every piece will 
come together for our good for His 
glory. 
 
God is busy designing something far 
better, because I deserve better, and 
you deserve better. He is in control of 
every detail of the new masterpiece 
that is yet to come.  He knows exactly 
when and how an area of our life will 
shatter, and even before that mo-
ment, he already knows how every 
little detailed piece will be placed.  
 
God knew I would be sitting in my 
new living room in Ames, Iowa.  He 
knew this before the brokenness oc-
curred in May of 2017.  Beforehand 
He knew that I would be given favor 
from Administrators as well as the 
favor of the director of Special Educa-
tion in the school district to which I 
now teach.  I may not see the big 
beautiful picture He is creating from 
each tiny broken piece, but I can see 

how each piece is slowly coming to-
gether.  
 
Not only is He is near to us, but the 
blessing of the Lord makes one rich, 
AND he adds no sorrow to it.  When 
an artist is creating a mosaic, there is 
no sorrow for the broken pieces, in-
stead, there is joy and anticipation for 
the end result.  We do not need to 
live in sorrow during our brokenness 
because God does not add sorrow. 
During my season of brokenness I 
want to live in complete joy and antic-
ipation for what is yet to come.  I am 
going to trade my sorrows for the joy 
of the Lord. Although a brokenness 
was conceived in me back in 2017, 
God is birthing something beautiful 
this year and every year until His mo-
saic has become His masterpiece.    
 
In order to find out what God is 
wanting to birth out of me I must de-
vote time to God every single day, 
away from the distractions of life, 
friends, and family. I must be alone 
with God, so I can hear his quiet 
voice.  If I am too busy with distrac-
tions, filling up the calendar with the 
next event, or project, how am I sup-
posed to hear what God wants to 
birth out of my brokenness?  I don’t 
want to hold onto or control the 
shattered pieces.  Unless I let them 
go, He cannot use them for His glory.  
 
If you are someone who has experi-
enced brokenness this past year, I 
want to challenge you to find out 
what God wants to birth out of your 
brokenness.  God desires to take eve-
ry single broken piece and put it back 
together, His way and in His timing.  
Beauty from Ashes is what my Grand-
ma would say.  
 
My prayer for each of you is to rest in 
the sovereignty of God, press into His 
goodness, and be filled with His all-
consuming and perfect love. 
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My Cross To Bear 

By Amy Moser 

 

I found myself staring into the dark-

ness the other night.  I was feeling 

overwhelmed.  As my eyes focused 

on the shape of the fan and the 

bumps and shadows of the ceiling, 

my mind wandered from one train of 

thought to another, and each one 

being hijacked by the next.   

I find that my brain wants to solve 

world hunger and every complicated 

situation I can fathom.  At about 2 

a.m. I was pondering a statement I’ve 

heard countless times, and I was al-

lowing myself time to think through 

it.  The thought was, I am crucified 

with Christ.  I lay there marveling.  

What does that really mean?  What 

would that be like?  Would I even re-

alize the magnitude of that circum-

stance if I faced it?  Wait a minute, I 

should be facing it!  I face it every 

day!  We all face it! Galatians 2:20 “I 

am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 

I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

and the life which I now live in the 

flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 

God, who loved me, and gave himself 

for me.”  

 I don’t know why it’s so easy for me 

to forget that I have to kill my inner 

Amy, for Jesus to truly live in me and 

drive my decisions.  I gotta lay that 

strong willed girl down.  She tends to 

rise up just when I think she has final-

ly surrendered.  I forget that my de-

sires and goals should align perfectly 

with the will of God and I often find 

myself fighting God’s will.  I gotta 

knock her out, even if it means a spir-

itual ninja kick to the heart.   

I get frustrated or unsettled when 

something doesn’t go according to 

plan.  All too often, I have to remind 

myself that it may be because God is 

detouring my plans to something so 

much better.  I want God’s will to be 

done in my life; I think I always have.  

What I didn’t realize, is how much I 

counted on His will feeling good.  My 

concept of success was based on a 

worldly standard. I thought that suc-

cess looked like an able-bodied me, 

doing what I wanted to do.  It just so 

happens that God’s will looks a lot 

more like suffering.   

In the last eight years, I’ve lost many 

physical abilities throughout the 

many joint and spine surgeries my 

body has endured.  In 2010, an antibi-

otic prescribed by my doctor severely 

damaged my connective tissue.  I nev-

er would have guessed what that 

Cipro prescription would truly cost 

me.  I planned to be a nurse, and in-

stead found myself a perpetual pa-

tient, chained to medical care be-

cause of a Fluoroquinolone antibiotic.  

I was going to be an active mom and 

an adventurous wife, and instead I 

was deeded a handicapped parking 

plaque.  It cost me my will, but it has 

surprisingly bought me an endless 

chain of blessings.  It’s given me a 

testimony.   

I was not left in physical ruin to fall 

into spiritual ruin. I don’t believe that 

God wanted this hard thing to hap-

pen to me, but I do know He knew it 

would.  I believe He was forming a 

plan for blessings in spite of it all, be-

cause that is exactly what He promis-

es to do.  My favorite scripture re-

minds me of this, and I think of it al-

most daily. Romans 8:28 “And we 

know that all things work together for 

good to them that love God, to them 

who are the called according to his 

purpose.”  

I believe that with every trial or temp-

tation the devil throws us, God can 

use that same crucible to pull us clos-

er to Him and glorify Him.  If we obey 

Him and diligently seek Him, He will 

strengthen our faith, refine us, and at 

some later date it will all be worth it 

all.  Second I Corinthians 4:17”For our 

light affliction, which is but for a mo-

ment, worketh for us a far more ex-

ceeding and eternal weight of glory.”  

 I hang my hat right on that hope eve-

ry single day. This will all be worth it.  

Don’t overlook the blessings happen-

ing right now, because things still 

don’t feel good.  Those blessings that 

happen in the everyday are countless.  

Our abilities are not guaranteed to us, 

they are each a gift, and retaining any 

of them is a blessing.  

 Our creature comforts are not a giv-

en in this life either.  The chair you 

might be reading this from, the bed 

you may be reading this on, or the 

shoes you stand in while you perch 

skimming these words, are all a gift to 

you.  Even our very survival is a gift.  

The cold glass of water you gulp, the 

food you have in your mouth, the 

ability to breathe oxygen, and the 

beat your heart just performed...all 

gifts and blessings.  

 

                                                            Continued...  
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This decision to follow Christ’s foot-

steps is not an easy one.  It requires 

self-sacrifice and sweat, tears, and 

even the death of our inner natural 

man.  I am crucified with Christ, be-

cause Christ sacrificed himself for me.  

Can you imagine hanging next to 

Him?  For two men, this was the reali-

ty.  Hanging next to Christ, were two 

criminals who were guilty as charged.  

Their circumstances proved to reveal 

their hearts.  Luke 23: 39-41 “And one 

of the malefactors which were 

hanged railed on him, saying, if thou 

be Christ, save thyself and us.  But the 

other answering rebuked him, saying, 

Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou 

art in the same condemnation?  And 

we indeed justly; for we receive the 

due reward of our deeds: but this 

man hath done nothing amiss.”  

The two men who hung there, were 

the perfect examples of the hearts of 

all men.  You can almost imagine 

hearing the one man sarcastically say, 

“If you are the son of God, then save 

yourself and us.”  

I almost even picture him rolling his 

eyes, the doubt in his heart running 

thick and impenetrable.  Is this not so 

often the response of an unbelieving 

soul?  I think I’ve talked to this soul 

before.  “Amy, don’t you think if God 

were real and good, He would heal 

you?  Why does a miraculous God, 

allow so much suffering?”  Come to 

think of it, I’ve talked to this soul 

many times in my life.  The one 

whose observance of unpleasant cir-

cumstances leads them to decide 

that God could not be real or miracu-

lous, somehow misses the under-

standing that He Himself suffered for 

us as well.  Why should we, the guilty, 

not have to suffer, when He who is 

innocent had to suffer for us?   

Then there's this other soul, hanging 

next to Jesus.  This soul recognized 

his own guilt, and finally had humility 

enough to recognize the innocence of 

Jesus.  I wonder what his heart felt as 

he observed this innocent man next 

to him, not reacting like any other 

he’d ever seen.   

This innocent man didn’t react in an-

ger or hatred toward a crowd who 

was murdering Him solely out of ha-

tred.  I wonder what he thought 

when he witnessed Jesus still re-

sponding in mercy and love.  I really 

wonder if seeing this in person didn’t 

feel like a miracle itself … to see a 

heart so filled with mercy and love 

that He asked His Father in heaven to 

forgive them because they didn’t un-

derstand what they were actually 

doing.  I don’t know about you, but 

that would have stunned me.   

I’ve read stories of people who for-

gave their assailants for the heinous 

crimes they committed against them 

or someone they love.  I always think 

it’s a miracle that our hearts can even 

make it to a place of love, from a 

place of victimization and deep hurt.  

That is just not natural.  It’s natural to 

desire revenge.  It’s natural to hate.  

It’s not natural to have such a level of 

mercy that it brings us to a place of 

forgiveness.  It’s especially not natu-

ral the perpetrator isn’t sorry for 

what they’ve done.  What this man 

was witnessing was supernatural.  

This spirit hanging next to him, was 

obviously coming from a much higher 

mindset than the normal natural 

man.  He was witnessing the pure 

heart of charity that could only stem 

from something much greater and 

more beautiful than what is natural.  I 

am sure his soul was watching with 

wonder.   We know that something 

must have moved him deeply.  I can 

picture the wheels in his head turning 

as he was rolling all of this together.  

Finally his thoughts burst forward: 

Luke 23:40-43 40. “But the other an-

swering rebuked him, saying, Dost 

not thou fear God, seeing thou art in 

the same condemnation? And we in-

deed justly; for we receive the due 

reward of our deeds: but this man 

hath done nothing amiss.  And he said 

unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when 

thou comest into thy kingdom.”  

There it is.  The moment his soul real-

izes that this man, this Jesus, was a 

deity.  This Jesus was the Christ. The 

son of the Almighty God.  This inno-

cent being, was one with power to 

spare his soul and had the power to 

forgive and pardon him. For the first 

time ever, He spoke in broken plead-

ing humility to his Savior.  

“Remember me when you come into 

your kingdom.”  This is my very favor-

ite part.  This is the part that gives me 

hope.  Jesus answers him.  Luke 23:43 

“And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say 

unto thee, To day shalt thou be with 

me in paradise.”   This is my hope.  This 

is me.  I must daily place myself on the 

cross, with the knowledge that I am 

guilty, and the one who can save me 

from my guilt, is Jesus. 
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I daily deny my innocence and my 

natural desires and lower myself in 

humility to God.  I ask Him to please 

forgive me of my guilt and my crimes, 

and I beg Him to remember me when 

I come into His kingdom. Thy will be 

done.  Thy will be done in my life, and 

Thy will be done in my death.   

We are so perfectly embodied in the 

two souls who hung next to Jesus.  

We either deny the Holy Spirit or em-

brace Him, and we make that choice 

with every decision, every day.   

Sometimes life doesn’t even resem-

ble your original plan, but it is here 

that the journey of our faith begins.  

It’s in these twists and turns and over 

these mountains and through these 

valleys that we find out who we are.  

Here we find the depths of mercy of 

our Savior.  It is this path that leads 

us to our cross.  At this cross we lay 

ourselves down, and we ask our Fa-

ther in heaven to lift us up to His pur-

pose and to lead our steps in the way 

of His perfect will.  God’s love for us 

strikes the very match that can light 

the fire within our hearts, to love Him 

back with obedience.   

This love, has the power to refine and 

redeem us. Luke 9:23-27 “And he said 

to them all, If any man will come after 

me, let him deny himself, and take up 

his cross daily, and follow me.  For 

whosoever will save his life shall lose 

it: but whosoever will lose his life for 

my sake, the same shall save it.  For 

what is a man advantaged, if he gain 

the whole world, and lose himself, or 

be cast away?   For whosoever shall 

be ashamed of me and of my words, 

of him shall the Son of man be 

ashamed, when he shall come in 

his own glory, and in his Father's, 

and of the holy angels.  But I tell 

you of a truth, there be some 

standing here, which shall not 

taste of death, till they see the 

kingdom of God.”  

I pray that God gives us the 

strength to pick up our cross daily.  

I pray that we can follow in His 

footsteps. I look forward to walk-

ing with you, and I pray that we 

can be crucified with Christ, for it 

would be such an honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Moser is the author of            

“The Magnificent Story of a Lame Author.” 

and is a highly recognized blogger 

Blog https://

mountainsandmustard-

seedssite.wordpress.com/blog/  

 

Hey there,  

I‘m lame, but my story isn’t. While faced with a 

crippling health crisis from a Fluoroquinolone 

antibiotic, God never ceased to work miracu-

lously in my trial. Life threw me some dung, but 

God is teaching me how to use it as fertilizer to 

grow my mustard seed of faith.   Amy Moser 

Buy your copy @ 

Amazon.com 

iTunes  

Barnes & Noble 

https://mountainsandmustardseedssite.wordpress.com/blog/
https://mountainsandmustardseedssite.wordpress.com/blog/
https://mountainsandmustardseedssite.wordpress.com/blog/
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MARK’S 
TESTIMONY 
 
Discover Hope 5:17 

 
 

"It's never too late to start all over 
again." - John Kay, Steppenwolf 
With my head pounding relentlessly, I 
fell into the easy chair.  It was in the 
living room of the house my brother 
and I were renting on McCharles 
Street.  There was no way I was going 
into work today in this condition. 

It was the morning of Aug. 28, 1986. 

Mark's Substance Abuse Story… 

Last night, last night ... What hap-
pened last night? 

I tried to mentally reconstruct the 
evening.  I'd been sitting right here, 
chilling out in the A/C and watching 
the tube after a hot day of finishing 
concrete.  A friend called and said he 
had a bottle of Xanax he'd share if I 
grabbed some booze on the way 
over. 

It's some type of tranquilizer - all I 
knew was they'd get you high. 

After popping a few of those, and 
drinking some, and shooting the 
breeze, his girlfriend called and want-
ed him to come over.  Not owning a 
car he wanted me to take him across 
town to her place.  Since I'd been ar-
rested for DUI I told him if I did that 
and got pulled over they would make 
me finish out the year of jail I'd 
dodged by getting probation. 

Already I'd been in jail a half-dozen 
times by this point in my life, from 
misdemeanor marijuana possession 
to the aforementioned DUI and for 
assault.  

It started in high school.  I quit foot-
ball, my teammates, coaches, and the 
school in the process. 

I quit track after a day or two, since it 
was cutting into my newfound extra-
curricular activities. 

I quit Scouts just a handful of merit 
badges short of the rank of Eagle. 

I almost quit life, sensing in my darker 
moments - which were often - that a 
spirit of suicide was stalking me.  The 
saddest part was that my parents did-
n't raise me like that. 

My friend persisted about a ride 
across town.  I kept telling him no.  He 
called a cab.  I asked if he minded if I 
crashed on his couch overnight so I 
wouldn't have to drive home.  He said 
sure. 

So that's how I got here with this 
hangover in what used to be a rough 
part of south Dalton. 

I Couldn't Change the Channel 

With nothing to do but feel rotten, I 
switched on the TV.  There was a 
black man talking about substance 
abuse.  His name was Ben Kinchlow 
and the program was "The 700 Club." 
I had no idea how the TV got on that 
channel because we didn't watch reli-
gious stations.  But that man was talk-
ing right to me.  I couldn't have 
changed the channel even if I'd want-
ed to.  I can't remember all he said, 
but I do remember him reciting He-
brews 13:5 "I will never fail you, nor 
forsake you." 

I realized as I leaned forward in the 
chair something was happening.  I 
bowed my head and asked God to 
forgive me of my many sins, and for 

Jesus to come live in my heart. 

Fresh and Clean 

As soon as I said "Amen" a tingle 
started in my feet and worked its way 
up through my body, then it seemed 
like two tons of weight were lifted off 
my shoulders.  Later, I realized it was 
the burden of guilt and shame I'd 
been carrying around.  I stood up and 
walked around the living room. I felt 
fresh and clean and the hangover was 
gone. I realize it doesn't happen to 
everyone like that, but I guess God 
had to get my attention. 

It would be great if I could tell you my 
life was lived perfectly after that, but 
it would be a lie. I've struggled mighti-
ly at times--succumbed to temptation 
and have been haunted by my past.  
Most of all, I regret deeply the pain I 
caused my parents, family, friends, 
and others who got in my way when I 
selfishly pursued the things I wanted. 

In the years since that morning, there 
have been times when I just had to 
figuratively pitch a tent, build a fire, 
and camp out around the truth.  Such 
as 1 John 1:9.  “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.”   

 

                                                              Continued... 

"Why me? How did I deserve 

this?" 

http://addictions.about.com/od/coexistingdisorders/g/What-Is-Xanax.htm
http://alcoholism.about.com/od/dui/f/Is-A-Dui-A-Felony.htm
http://alcoholism.about.com/od/dui/f/Is-A-Dui-A-Felony.htm
http://alcoholism.about.com/od/pot/a/marijuana.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/whatdoesthebiblesay/a/Bible-Suicide.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/a/What-Is-Forgiveness.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/a/JZ-Free-Of-Guilt.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/newchristians/ht/avoidtemptation.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A9&version=NLT
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Why Me? 

In the fall of 1986 I took a job at a 
newspaper (something I'd always 
wanted to do) and I remember lying 
awake at night and asking God, "Why 
me? How did I deserve this?"  

He then showed me a vision of myself 
speaking before groups of people, 
and sometimes they were quite large. 

"Lord, you gotta be kidding, right? 
You know public speaking is my 
greatest fear." 

So to get some sleep I surrendered 
and "made a deal" with God. I told 
Him I would go anywhere, at any time 
to tell what He'd done for me - with 
His help.  

Since then I have given my testimony 
of being delivered from 16 years of 
substance abuse hundreds of times - 
in churches, to youth groups, at con-
ferences, banquets, in jails, and my 
senior partner has even sent me 
across the country to testify of His 
mercy and grace. 

Last Thursday the 28th of August, 
2014, was my 28th spiritual birthday. 

You see, I'm 59 - but I'm 28. 

That was then - but this is now. 

You may feel because of past deci-
sions your life is essentially over and 
there's no hope - but it's never too 
late to start all over again. 
 
 
Fear is a Liar 
By Brad Hendrickson-Minute Ministries 
 
 

Fear is a Liar  

There is a song called Fear is a Liar by 

Zach Williams.  In the chorus of the 

song it says “Fear, he is a liar. He will 

take your breath Stop you in your 

steps.  He will rob you of your rest 

Steal your happiness.” Fear causes us 

to think the worst.  Believe things 

that aren’t true.  Fear can grip us in 

such a way that we get anxious over 

things that don’t even matter.  Just 

like the song says, it stops us, causes 

us to lose sleep and it steals our joy.  

In Isaiah 41:10 it says, “fear not, for I 

am with you; be not dismayed, for I 

am your God. I will strengthen you, 

yes, I will help you, I will uphold you 

with my righteous right hand.” (NKJV)  

God knows we all have fears so He 

encourages us many times through-

out the Bible to “fear not”.   

Like the lyric says, fear is a liar, a lie 

from the enemy.  John 10:10 tells us 

the enemy comes only to steal, kill, 

and destroy; I came that you might 

have life and have it abundantly. 

(ESV)  

 Jesus came to give us great life and 

to be free from fear. We are remind-

ed in 2 Timothy 1:7 that God has not 

given us a spirit of fear, but of power 

and love and of a sound mind. (NKJV)  

You can be freed of fear, walk in pow-

er, love and a sound mind. Walking 

with Jesus is the way to do it. Be en-

couraged today, don’t believe the lies 

of the enemy that fill you with fear. 

As a child of God you have authority 

over him. 

 

 

A Testimony Of Faith 

By Shane Blanchard 

 

I had a Kidney Transplant Sept 25th 

1997.  A living related donated kidney 

will last 20 - 25 years. Yesterday I was 

informed by my transplant team that 

my kidney has run its course.  I have 3

-5 years left and I will need another 

transplant.  Most would cringe, 

stress, cry, or be scared.  As for me, 

I'm not moved. I am not worried the 

least bit.  I was joking with my Dad 

last night that Henry (My Chiwawa) 

could give me his.  I found humor in it 

but he didn't.  Here is my point. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 Shows us how 

suffering equips us to comfort others.    

It allows me to minister to others 

who are hurting, enabling me to min-

ister more effectively.  People who 

suffer want others who have suffered 

to tell them there is hope.  

In Isaiah 48:10 it says "...I have re-

fined you, though not as silver, I have 

tested you in the furnace of afflic-

tion."  

 

Christian Life  
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Making it clear that my pain and 

suffering have a way of bringing out 

my strengths and weaknesses to the 

surface.  Not for my own use and 

gratification, but to help others who 

may not have the hope and faith I do.  

It may sound crazy to some what I'm 

saying, however I know for me, 

suffering produces growth and ma-

turity.  When I turn toward God in 

my pain, he uses it as a means for me 

to minister to others.  

I was born with Eagle Barrett syn-

drome, have had cancer twice, kid-

ney transplant, many surgeries.  I use 

it all to glorify God as an example 

that you can defeat anything in Jesus 

name.  It's a promise from Christ and 

a gift.  No matter what happens in 

life, or what goes wrong, God can fix 

it.  Have faith, ask and receive it. 

"You restored me to health and let 

me live. Surely it was for my benefit 

that I suffered such anguish. In your 

love you kept me from the pit of de-

struction; you have put all my sins 

behind your back." ~ Isaiah 38:16-17 

As Christians we are always asked 

why these things happen to people.  

God does not bring illness to His chil-

dren, but he can take it away.  That’s 

the real testimony of faith.  Showing 

others that even through our own 

destruction and personal anguish we 

still thank God and glorify him.  What 

a great example to unbelievers that 

is! 

 Always remember this.  Most only 

seek God in times of need.  STOP!!  

Seek him daily in the good times and 

the bad.  Remember, you can over-

come anything just as I have.  Cancer 

twice and kidney failure, and with 

Jesus kidney failure will be defeated 

a second time  

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

A Balance of Grace 

And Faith 

By Darlene Hacker 

 

Just recently I lost my balance.  I was 

totally out of control.  I was in the 

kitchen putting the dishes away from 

the dishwasher.  To avoid tripping 

over the dishwasher door I tried to 

step over it.  There was no way to 

stay on my feet.  After what seemed 

a long time, I landed on the floor.  My 

husband Tom started praying and 

said, “Darlene don’t move, you may 

be hurt and not know it.   I did what 

he said, was helped to my feet.  I was 

pain free.   

We want to live balanced , upright 

and steady on our feet.  Steady in our 

relationship with the Lord.  

What causes us to lose our balance in 

our relationship with the Lord?  We 

need to balance Grace with Faith.  

Grace and Faith work together.  

Grace becomes a reality in our life 

when mixed with faith.   

What is the Biblical definition of 

God’s Grace?  Grace is God’s gift of 

unmerited favor.   

What is Biblical faith?  Faith is my 

positive response to what God has 

already provided.   

Sometimes it’s hard to embrace 

Grace as a free gift without feeling 

we need to do something to qualify 

or deserve it.  For many years I had a 

religious, rule-focused, performance-

driven mindset.  I had a sense of not 

doing enough to qualify, and it hin-

dered me from freely embracing and 

receiving what was already mine in 

Christ.   

“For by grace you have been saved 

through faith,”  Eph 2:8a 

Face Time Thoughts 

For Today 

We need both Grace and Faith.   

Grace becomes a reality in our life 

when mixed with Faith.   

God’s Grace provided everything we 

will ever need over 2000 years ago 

through the sacrifice of Jesus.  And, 

Faith receives what God has already 

provided.   

 

 

Darlene Hacker is the author and designer of 

“Face Time With Jesus” a sought after devo-

tional series. 

darlene_hacker@bellsouth.net/

newcreationstudy.wordpress.com 
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DO YOU SEE HER? 

By Brenda Long  

The light has been turned on to the 

dark reality of sex trafficking in our 

city, state, and country.  The good 

news is when God shines a light He 

also has an answer. All of us at Gar-

den Gate Ranch (GGR) have come to 

realize that many sexually violated 

victims are falling through the cracks 

and into the hands of predators.  We 

believe we have a solution to this 

harsh reality and a way to help close 

the gap.  We want to see lives 

changed and transformed as the 

Light of God shines into the lives of 

those held captive.  

Sex trafficking is modern-day slavery 

in which individuals are lured into 

providing commercial sex acts 

through force, fraud, or coercion.  

This is rape, violence, and abuse.  

Often victims are forced into having 

sex with 10-15 or more customers 

(or should I say rapists) a day.  Sadly, 

we have more people in slavery to-

day than at any time in history.  It's 

been said that only 1% of victims are 

being identified and 2% of them are 

finding freedom.  These numbers are 

not acceptable, and that's why an 

army of compassionate people are 

rising up in our communities and ex-

posing this injustice for what it is.  

Please don't make a mistake and 

think that this can't happen in your 

city because it is happening right 

now.  I know stories of young women 

in Des Moines, West Des Moines, 

Norwalk, Indianola, Ankeny, Clive, 

Urbandale, Newton, Cedar Rapids, 

Grinnell, and potentially in every Io-

wa community.   

Our mission at GGR is to provide a 

pathway to hope, restoration, em-

powerment, dignity, and purpose in a 

safe Christ-centered environment.  

We are a non-profit 501(c) (3), faith-

based organization, providing assis-

tance, resources, and training for the 

sexually exploited.  We are com-

mitted to offering opportunities to 

experience God's unconditional love 

that breaks harmful life altering cy-

cles.   

When the Lord first started to speak 

to me about this mission, I 

was incredibly over-

whelmed, knowing in my 

heart how big the problem 

was and how little I knew 

and how unprepared I was.  

I was reminded of the little 

starfish story-how this little 

girl believed she could 

make a difference even if it 

were for the life of one.  

Her act of courage and love 

affected all those around 

her, and they joined her in 

saving all the starfish.  

Will you join us in saving 

and restoring as many as the Lord 

brings our way?  Remember each 

victim has a name, a face, a mother, 

a father, a friend.  Each one’s life 

matters and each one needs some-

one to help them.  

Garden Gate Ranch has a dream that 

someday all women will be free from 

exploitation, violence, and abuse.  

We have a dream of a community 

coming together to support her eve-

ry step of the way, and not to fear 

her, or to ignore her.  You’ve heard 

the saying, give them a fish you feed 

them for a day, teach them to fish 

and you feed them for a life time?  

                                         

                                                            Continued... 

www.gardengateranch.com  

http://www.gardengateranch.com


26 

That is what we intend to do!   

Our vision is to do this in three phas-

es, ideally at one rural setting in the 

greater DSM area.  We will provide 

strength based, survivor trauma-

informed care, counseling, therapies, 

life coaching, spiritual guidance, par-

enting classes, financial planning, and 

more.  Legal services, education, and 

job training will be made available as 

well.  

Phase 1 is Garden Gate Ranch’s 

"Pathway House" our 24-hour imme-

diate rescue home.  The first step is 

to get her off the street and into a 

safe and secure environment and 

then meet her basic needs to start 

her path to wholeness; this is where 

we give her a fish.  

At our Pathway House, we will work 

with local community services and 

collaborate with other residential 

homes in Iowa and across the U.S. to 

offer her choices in her recovery.  

This home will house women 18 and 

over with or without children.  

Phase 2 is Garden Gate 

Ranch, a continuing 

restoration home, for 

women 18 and over 

with children, expecting 

a child, or has children 

in the care of someone 

else and is working to 

reconcile.  At this point 

she has graduated from 

phase 1 and is ready to 

learn how to fish.  She 

will be able to stay for 

as little or as long as 

she needs.  

Phase 3 is our plan for 

independent transitional living.  In 

this program, she has graduated from 

phase 1 and 2 and is ready to walk 

and live out what she's learned, fish-

ing as we continue to walk with her.  

Each woman will have a furnished 

independent cottage, transportation, 

and daycare provided, while working 

in the local area.  All the while she 

has the support of the same commu-

nity she has been living in until she is 

ready to move on with confidence in 

her independence.   

Many ask what our goal is for 2018.  

Without a place to call home, GGR is 

limited in the services we can offer.  

In order for us to accelerate our 

growth, we must raise enough mon-

ey to purchase a home, furnish it, 

and hire qualified staff to care for the 

young women.  Our number one pri-

ority and mission is to offer a safe 

home environment for every young 

woman trying to escape the grips of 

repeated rapes, violence, and abuse.  

For GGR to be able to provide a path-

way to hope we need to raise 

$350,000 which is our projected op-

erating expenses for one year.  GGR 

just had its 1st Annual Spring Gala on 

April 21, 2018 and the Lord blessed 

us in so many ways to take a huge 

leap toward this goal.  We still have 

far to go but God is faithful and so 

are His people.   

Next month’s article will give you the 

amazing details and testimonies of 

what God did at the Gala.  We know 

and believe God is an excellent God 

and we intend to serve in excellence 

as well.   

Please check out what else we are 

doing and upcoming events on our 

website www.gardengateranch.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Long is the founder of Garden Gate 

Ranch. 

http://www.gardengateranch.com
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More than just  

the baby blues 

By Rita Baker 

 

All of us may know someone who 

is pregnant or has given birth 

within the last twelve months, but 

have we all done our part to help 

that wife, partner, family member 

or friend cope with the most com-

mon complication of childbirth?  

That complication is Postpartum 

Depression (PPD), and it can ap-

pear during pregnancy or in the 

twelve months following child-

birth according to the American 

College of Obstetricians and Gyne-

cologists (ACOG), the World 

Health Organization (WHO) and 

the Centers for Disease Control 

(CDC).  Having a baby changes 

women’s bodies and lives in ways 

that are very hard to predict.  

Some form of postpartum depres-

sion affects ten to twenty percent 

of women globally.  In the United 

States of America, the percentage 

of those women dealing with 

postpartum depression varies 

from eight to twenty percent by 

state, with a national average of 

eleven and one-half percent. 

The exact cause(s) of postpartum 

depression is (are) unknown.  It is 

suspected that some factors are 

hormonal due to a rapid post-

delivery decline in reproductive 

hormones present in higher levels 

during pregnancy than at any oth-

er time in a woman’s life, includ-

ing during puberty, menstruation, 

and menopause. 

There are also possible social and 

psychological factors involved, 

such as difficulty with a previous 

birth, stress over childcare, lack of 

social support, low economic sta-

tus, poor (or no) spousal or part-

ner relationship, single 

parenthood or stressful life 

events.  Other risk factors include 

PPD with a former birth, problems 

with delivery, PMS, and a history 

of other mental health issues. 

Postpartum depression can ap-

pear in different forms.  It is not 

the “Baby Blues,” which are very 

normal and simply cause a new 

mother to feel sad, moody, or 

tired.  There are actually four lev-

els of PPD.  The mildest form is 

called Postpartum Blues.  This lev-

el involves emotional liability or 

reactivity, crying at the drop of a 

hat, feeling overwhelmed and 

feeling anxious. 

The next level is Postpartum De-

pression, which exhibits more se-

vere levels of those symptoms.  

Mothers experiencing this level 

often feel like things will just nev-

er get any better.  There is more 

anxiety involved, and it is often 

focused on the child. 

The third level is Postpartum Ob-

sessive Compulsive Disorder, 

which mirrors OCD but occurs in 

pregnant women or after delivery.  

It may involve compulsive behav-

iors such as washing and/or 

counting repetitively.  Those 

suffering from PPD OCD may also 

experience intrusive thoughts re-

garding the welfare of the baby, 

such as being obsessive about 

such things as dropping the child 

or otherwise injuring him or her. 

The most severe level of PPD is 

Postpartum Psychosis.  This 

affects approximately one to two 

women per thousand and occurs 

within the first two weeks of de-

livery.  Postpartum Psychosis in-

volves the inability to perceive 

reality and requires immediate 

treatment. 

Cases of any level of postpartum 

depression left undiagnosed and 

untreated can cause many conse-

quences for women, infants ,and 

families.  Women suffering from 

PPD may not be able to help run 

their households.  They may not 

be able to care for themselves.  

                                                            Continued... 
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They may not be able to provide 

nurturing interactions with their 

infants, and the lack of a strong 

mother-child bond can hinder 

physical, mental and emotional 

development in the child.  The in-

fants may have greater occurrenc-

es of crying, fussiness and anger.  

Cognitive delay may happen as a 

result, as well.  Often PPD results 

in decreased likelihood of 

breastfeeding and an increase of 

gastro-intestinal symptoms in in-

fants. 

All people need to be more aware 

of the various symptoms of PPD, 

which include, but are not limited 

to:  

Feeling sad, hopeless, empty or 

overwhelmed 

Crying more often than usual 

Worrying or feeling overly anxious 

Being moody, irritable or restless 

Oversleeping, or being unable to 

sleep 

Trouble concentrating and making 

decisions 

Frequently feeling angry or full of 

rage 

Losing interest in enjoyable activi-

ties 

Suffering physical aches and pains 

Eating too little or too much 

Avoiding friends and family 

Trouble bonding with baby 

Doubting the ability to care for 

baby 

Thinking about harming self or ba-

by 

It is important to note that only a 

medical professional can diagnose 

and treat any level of postpartum 

depression.  Without screening, up 

to one-half of PPD cases may go 

undiagnosed.  Women may not 

deal with their symptoms or talk 

to medical professionals about 

PPD due to several factors.  They 

may experience feelings of shame, 

fear, embarrassment or guilt.  

They may be reluctant to bring up 

their true feelings for fear of being 

seen as an unfit parent.  Also, 

many women are not formally 

screened by their medical profes-

sionals. 

What can pregnant or postpartum 

women do?  Talk about PPD with 

their health care providers during 

pregnancy and after delivery.  Ad-

vocate for themselves by asking 

questions and speaking up.  PPD is 

a common complication.  There is 

no fault and no shame involved. 

What can all of us do?  Be aware 

of the levels and symptoms of 

postpartum depression.  Take ex-

tra time and care to talk to the 

pregnant and new mothers in our 

lives.  Offer help whenever possi-

ble.  Most of all, do not succumb 

to the stigma that often makes us 

afraid to address head-on a sub-

ject surrounding mental health.   

Breaking the silence is everyone’s 

responsibility.  

 

Rita Baker is the executive director of the 

Pregnancy Center of Central Iowa.  Face-

book.com/PregnancyCenterIowa     
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Heartbeat Bill 

By Jennifer Roush 

 

I’ve been in this situation many times, 

a frequently tense, often teary wom-

an in front of me in a softly lit exam 

room, looking at a TV screen waiting 

to see the first image of her unborn 

child.  I’ve performed hundreds of 

ultrasounds as early as six weeks and 

watched the transforming power of 

women seeing the little one growing 

in their womb.  An ultrasound shines 

light into a place that has been un-

seen.  An ultrasound tells the truth.  

When expectant women see the 

heartbeat of their child, it is power-

ful.  I’ve had them say things to me 

like, “I won’t stop that beating heart”, 

or more than once, “This changes 

everything,” as they realize the life 

inside of them is a child with its own 

beating heart.  It is not their body, 

but a separate one with a future and 

destiny that deserves protection. 

This has been the truth that brought 

forth SF359, the “Heartbeat Bill” 

which Governor Kim Reynolds signed 

into law on May 4th.  This is the most 

prolife legislation that has passed in 

the country which would outlaw 

abortion after a fetal heartbeat can 

be detected by abdominal ultrasound 

with few exceptions.  The journey to 

that day was full of intense debate 

and emotional testimonies in the Io-

wa Senate and its destiny in the 

House was uncertain.  Pro-abortion 

advocates declared this bill an attack 

on women’s healthcare and repro-

ductive rights. The prolife coalition, 

representing many groups through-

out the state, came together in great-

er unity than had ever been seen in 

the past.  This was backed by much 

prayer declaring that Iowa’s unborn 

children must be protected as an is-

sue of human rights. The bill was 

about to be shelved by the House and 

not move forward, and then 67,000 

emails flooded the legislators and 

many believe that this is what put it 

back into play.   

I had the privilege to testify alongside 

many passionate prolife advocates in 

the public hearing which was called 

for after the House Committee voted 

to move the bill forward.  The Iowa 

Supreme Court Chambers as well as 

the Rotunda were full of people testi-

fying on both sides of the issue.  Emo-

tions ran high and the outcome was 

uncertain.   

After the hearing, those that testified 

for the bill as well as legislators who 

were proponents of it were invited to 

the Reagan Room.  I was honored to 

be there, but not sure what to ex-

pect.  It quickly became apparent 

that the legislators recognized that 

this was not a battle against flesh and 

blood but a spiritual battle.  Tom De-

lay, former US Representative and 

House Majority leader, asked what 

kind of prayer covering this bill the 

legislators had, recognizing that this 

would only move forward with pray-

er.  Many of them expressed their 

gratitude to be a part of something 

so significant, something that many 

of them had been fighting and pray-

ing for throughout their careers. They 

expressed that this wasn’t just about 

“life in the womb”, but about cre-

ating a culture where every human 

life is valued.  Valuing human life is at 

the root of so many other challenges 

faced by our culture from human 

trafficking to gun violence.  The spir-

itual significance of what was hap-

pening was palpable. Even with antic-

ipated battles in the courts after the 

bill passed, the resolve was evident. 

Some say that it is surprising that this 

legislation was passed in a state 

which does not always vote conserva-

tive.  While it may surprise some, 

others say that it is right and it is a 

reflection of Iowa’s place as a state of 

influence for the rest of the nation.  It 

is well-known that if things go for-

ward in Iowa, the rest of the nation is 

affected.  This is a God given destiny 

that the enemy has frequently 

attempted to hijack.  Iowa is “First in 

the Nation” in elections.  We were 

the first state to open a legal abortion 

clinic after Roe versus Wade, and the 

first state to pilot telemedicine abor-

tions.  Iowa is the “Heartland” and it 

is fitting that we would be the first 

state to move toward ending abor-

tion and Roe versus Wade.  God 

moves the hearts of those in our na-

tion to recognize the truth, that the 

unborn are lives deserving protec-

tion. #shesababy 
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Here Are Their Stories 

By Amanda Smith 

 

June 9th, 2007 was my birthday.  I 
was alone, hungover, and felt as 
though someone had ripped my 
heart out.  The woman I had been 
living with for three years had broken 
up with me.  

In the midst of my pain and despair, I 
felt led to read a bible. These words 
from Romans struck me: “For while 
we were still helpless, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
one will hardly die for a righteous 
man; though perhaps for the good 
man someone would dare even to 
die.  But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” (Romans 5:6-8) 

God spoke to me through this, and I 
found myself on my face crying out 
to Him to save me from my sins!  
When I got up, I knew my heart of 
stone was gone and that He gave me 
a heart of flesh.  A heart that longed 
to please Him, one that didn’t want 
to be with the woman that just a 
month before ended our relationship 
(or any other woman for that 
matter).  I was overflowing with 
gratefulness for all He went through 
on the Cross, taking the wrath of the 
Father that I knew was due to me.  

That day God redeemed me from 
what I always thought was central to 
who I am,   the lesbian identity I took 
on around the age of 15.  Allowing 
God to transform and free me from 
this false identity has been a compli-
cated and difficult journey, but one I 
wouldn’t trade for anything.  This 
experience caused me to lean on the 
power of the cross and know His 
great love for me in a very personal 
way. 

 

A dark and hard season followed this 
time of grace. I was a leader in my 
church and dealing with very intense, 
almost constant feelings of same sex 
attraction. Finding help for this strug-
gle was very difficult.  It was hard to 
fight the intense lies constantly bom-
barding my mind, lies that said, “this 
is just who you are, go with it.”  

The culture didn’t help much.  Alt-
hough I knew what God’s Word said 
about homosexuality, I saw friends in 
the church left and right start to be-
come gay affirming, twisting the 
scriptures to suit their distorted de-
sires. 

The battle for my soul was real I hon-
estly didn’t know how I was going to 
survive for much longer.  I was afraid 
of walking away from the One that 
had won my heart.  During this time I 
also felt a call to ministry in the area 
of helping those with unwanted same 
sex attraction.  

That call led me to leave my home in 
Montana and move to Kansas City to 
be an intern at Desert Stream Minis-
tries.  Here I went through the Living 
Waters program and the Living Wa-
ters Leadership Training.  During this 
time Jesus began to restore to me 
what the locust had destroyed (Joel 
2:25). He began to show me places in 
my heart I never knew existed.  

Growing up I experienced emo-
tional neglect and deprivation 
from my mother.  She was often 
paralyzed by severe mental ill-
ness, and God showed me how 
this had affected me more than I 
knew.  My perception was that I 
was bad and I believed that to 
be woman was bad, to be weak, 
and a victim.  Subconsciously, I 
disavowed my own femininity.   

During Living Waters the Lord 
began to meet me during times 
of prayer ministry.  He began to 
come and give me what I need-
ed, affirming that my needs are 

good, a gift from Him.  

Through the faithful love and affirma-
tion of the Body of Christ, God began 
to show me aspects of who He made 
me to be as a woman.  I felt my heart 
coming alive in new ways.  I found 
myself desiring to be more feminine 
in my appearance. But most signifi-
cant for me, for the first time I felt 
that I belonged in the world of wom-
en as a woman.  I can now enjoy my 
sisters and see what is good and 
beautiful in them.  I no longer want 
or need to latch onto them in un-
healthy ways. I feel secure in who I 
am as woman.  

As a staff member at DSM, I long to 
see the Church make a home for 
those struggling in the area of their 
identity!  I have the privilege of walk-
ing alongside others and fighting for 
them, just as others fought for me!  
In order to do this I know I must stay 
near the cross and continue to walk 
in vulnerability with trusted brothers 
and sisters.  I glory in my weakness 
and rejoice in being a fragile vessel 
that is powerful because of the One 
that lives in me. (2 Corinthians 4:7)  

 

Amanda Smith is an intern with Desert 

Stream Ministries   

Before/After  
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Desert Stream         

Ministries                      
By Living Waters  

 

In days where views on sexuality and 

gender are fickle and lines of morality 

continually shifting, Desert Stream 

Ministries is committed to both living 

and preaching the good news of God’s 

design for sexuality.  Desert Stream 

holds great hope for the redemption 

and transformation of our sexual and 

relational potential in Christ, and our 

ministry is geared towards anyone 

who is pursuing chastity from a varie-

ty of starting points.  

 

At Desert Stream, we serve the 

Church as she seeks to minister to 

individuals with a variety of issues, 

including sexual addiction, sexual 

trauma, marital difficulties, same-sex 

attraction, and gender identity prob-

lems.   

 

Over 35 years ago, Executive Director 

of Desert Stream, Andrew Comiskey 

and his wife Annette, responded to 

their pastor’s call to start a healing/

support group in West Hollywood, 

California for men and women seek-

ing Jesus in light of unwanted same-

sex attractions. Having come out of 

‘gay’-identification himself, Andrew 

understood the need for a transparent, 

Holy Spirit- led healing group within 

the church. 

 

It was evident to the Comiskeys that 

key healing truths such as honesty, 

willingness, confession, forgiveness, 

effective prayer for deep wounds and 

deprivations, and learning to set 

healthy boundaries were needed com-

ponents in such a group. They soon 

recognized that these values were 

helpful and necessary not only for 

persons with same-sex attractions but 

also for the redemption of the whole 

church. 

 

As a result, this healing group grew 

into a multifaceted offering to serve 

people of all backgrounds and strug-

gles (including sexual addicts, the 

sexually abused and those struggling 

with marital problems). This group/ 

curriculum became known as Living 

Waters, which is the main offering of 

Desert Stream Ministries. The minis-

try expanded nationally (throughout 

the US) and then internationally. De-

sert Stream has a growing number of 

church-based groups all around the 

world. 

 

Through many years of serving the 

Church in healing ministry, we at De-

sert Stream/Living Waters are more 

convinced than ever that Jesus Christ 

is the answer to broken humanity. The 

mission of Desert Stream is to contin-

ue to impart His healing, equip Chris-

tians, and proclaim His transforming 

love to all who have ears to hear! 

 

Andrew Franklin, Counseling Pastor 

of Antioch Community Church in 

Norman Oklahoma shared with us: 

Twelve years ago, I was a new Chris-

tian who needed freedom from sexual 

addiction and clarity about God's best 

for me in my same-sex attraction. Liv-

ing Waters was a place for me to re-

ceive what I needed from Jesus. Now, 

as a pastor at a young evangelical 

church, Living Waters is providing 

that same hope and healing to this 

generation who needs the redemption 

that only Jesus can bring about in 

their bodies, sexuality, and relation-

ships. 

 

What is a Living Waters Group? 

 

Living Waters is a 20 week closed 

group for men and women seeking 

transformation and freedom in their 

lives. Living Waters groups are spon-

sored by local churches and parishes, 

combining an in depth healing oppor-

tunity with boundaries and guidelines 

that keep the group safe and trustwor-

thy for all.  

 

At the center of Living Waters is the 

cross of Jesus Christ discovered in His 

community—the means through 

which we have access to the Father’s 

love and the Holy Spirit of resurrec-

tion. The cross provides the focal 

point for exchanging our sin, wounds, 

and dishonor as men and women for 

the grace to love and honor one anoth-

er in a way that reveals God’s inten-

tion for humanity. 

 

Living Waters combines the use of 

psychology, theology, and good pas-

toral practice. The goal of the program 

is to invite individuals to experience 

and live more chaste lives: undivided 

in our commitment to Jesus, operating 

in purity and self-control (1 Thess. 4:3

-8), and embracing our need for gen-

der interdependence, whether married 

or single. 

 

Living Waters combines the use of 

psychology, theology, and good pas-

toral practice. The goal of the program 

is to invite individuals to experience 

and live more chaste lives: undivided 

in our commitment to Jesus, operating 

in purity and self-control (1 Thess. 4:3

-8), and embracing our need for gen-

der interdependence, whether married 

or single. 
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Dr. Anne Nolte, Physician at Gianna 

Center, New York City speaks of liv-

ing waters as being “life changing” 

and “what Pope Francis calls for 

when he tells us to not be afraid to 

"get into the mud" and accompany 

each other along the difficult path of 

healing, in this case in the difficult 

areas of sexual and relational broken-

ness.  LW Leaders are wounded heal-

ers, who walk with participants with 

prayer and without judgment.  Its ef-

fect is transformational.” 

 

With groups all over the USA and the 

world and over thirty-five years of 

ministering God’s healing love, the 

Living Waters program is a proven 

path of healing. 

 

Many individuals have gone through a 

Living Waters group and realized they 

wanted to either stay involved as a 

local leader, or bring Living Waters 

groups to a new area and local church. 

While anyone in a local group can 

grow into leadership positions, the 

path for starting new groups involves 

attending a national Living Waters 

Leadership Training. 

 

What is a Living Waters Training?  

 

At our national and international 

trainings, participants will become 

familiar with the Living Waters pro-

gram and its 20 lessons in the guide-

book, Living Waters: Restoring Rela-

tional Integrity Through the Broken 

Body of Christ.  

 

The Leadership Training Seminar is 

ecumenical in nature and equips men 

and women for effective ministry to 

the sexually and relationally broken. 

This is an intensive training with an 

emphasis on ongoing personal heal-

ing. The training includes a shortened 

experience of the Living Waters pro-

gram with small group participation 

as well as practical instruction.  

 

Workshops are taught on a variety of 

issues covered in the 20 week group 

such as: 

 

Listening Prayer Ministry and Lead-

ing a Small Group 

Understanding Sexual Abuse 

Understanding Sexual Addiction 

Becoming Secure in our own Gender 

and Relating Well to the Opposite 

Gender 

Becoming Trustworthy: Integrity & 

Boundaries for Leaders 

 

Trainings are open to people at any 

point along their healing journey, 

whether desiring to lead a group or 

simply receive more healing. But, 

trainings are required in order to be-

come a local group coordinator.  

 

We have had the privilege of serving 

many national and international lead-

ers through our groups and our na-

tional training. Christopher West, 

Founder and President of The Cor 

Project and Senior Lecturer of Theol-

ogy & Christian Anthropology at the 

Theology of the Body Institute has 

said: The Living Waters Training is a 

much needed practical and pastoral 

counterpart to the brilliant insights 

and wisdom of Saint John Paul II’s 

Theology of the Body.  It provided the 

opportunity for me, personally, to 

grow and to heal in unexpected 

ways.  I would love to see this small 

group model for growth in chastity 

and healthy relating planted through-

out the Catholic Church.  

 

Brad Bailey, Senior Pastor at Westside 

Vineyard Church in Los Angeles, CA 

shared: We have been running the 

Living Waters program for over 20 

years and it bears a quality of merit 

and maturity that sets it apart. While 

the church at large is known for its 

negative associations regarding sexu-

ality, Living Waters imparts profound 

and personal restorative power to the 

ever-increasing sexual struggles of 

our day. Living Waters speaks into the 

depth of false identity and misdi-

rected longings in a way that invites 

every individual into transformation, 

whether they struggle with attraction, 

addiction, abuse, or attachment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more details about Desert Stream Minis-

tries or Living Waters groups, please visit our 

website at ww.desertstream.org or call our 

offices at 866.359.0500.  

 

To learn more about our national trainings 

visit:  www.desertstream.org/leadership-

training/ or contact lwtrain-

ing@desertstream.org for more information. 

 

http://www.desertstream.org
mailto:lwtraining@desertstream.org
mailto:lwtraining@desertstream.org
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Odgaard’s Rose  

By Chris Rose  

 

Welcome back to Odgaard’s Rose.  

This series of articles is meant to dis-

cuss religious liberty and the libera-

tion of sinful man from death to life 

by the power of the cross of Christ 

Jesus.  The two have met.   

 

Dick and Betty Odgaard, former own-

ers of the Gortz Haus Gallery Grimes, 

Iowa refused to facilitate a gay wed-

ding in 2013.  There are still multi-

tudes of Iowans who continue to 

condemn their decision, eagerly call-

ing Dick and Betty Odgaard every 

horrible name that sinful man can 

imagine.  Those who trust in Jesus 

Christ for their righteousness, their 

names are written in the Lamb’s 

Book of Life.  Needless to say the Od-

gaard’s strength and identity come 

from God and His Christ, and their 

decisions factor on His love. 

In the last edition of Christian Life 

Magazine it was discovered why Dick 

and Betty Odgaard said no to these 

two homosexually identified men.  It 

seems to me that this courageous 

couple are still many years ahead in 

understanding the detriments of ho-

mosexuality, and into these men they 

made a bold proclamation in an 

attempt to introduce them to Life.   

Today some Christian men strictly 

advocate that Christian business 

owners should closely follow Iowa’s 

discrimination laws, even if it will 

cause death in the soul of another 

man.  Is personal and corporate 

wealth now more important than the 

souls of men?  Is obedience to the 

iniquitous decree of man over God’s 

law now imperative, and will God 

have mercy?  For the Odgaard’s 

these questions are answered.  What 

do they know over their peers? 

“Brother, join in imitating me, and 

keep your eyes on those who walk 

according to the example you have in 

us.”  Philippians 3:17 ESV 

The Apostle Paul walked a pure spir-

itual life, yet not without sin, but per-

taining to the issues of our day would 

he have done the same as the Od-

gaard’s? 

When I walked in the homosexual 

lifestyle for fifteen years there was 

only one person at that time who 

told me the truth, my grandmother.  

She told me the consequences of my 

choices and refused to celebrate my 

homosexual identity.  Although, it 

may have cost her my relationship 

her, she walked as the Apostle Paul 

did.  She walked as a minister of the 

gospel during every circumstance of 

her life.  Lois Imogene Dickens, full of 

love and grace could only advocate 

life unto her grandson, the life of Je-

sus Christ.  She advocated this life to 

everyone she knew.  It was by her 

intercessory prayer and constant pur-

suit of my well-being that assisted in 

my repentance.  She was the person 

to whom I confided after turning 

away from the gay lifestyle and into 

the life of Jesus Christ now celebrat-

ed and cherished in mine.  

“For many, of whom I have often told 

you and now tell you even with tears, 

walk as enemies of the cross of 

Christ.”  Philippians 3:18 ESV  

There are those today who do not 

honor their religion, they do not hon-

or the Life of Christ, but they advo-

cate sin’s destruction and death into 

another man’s soul as it benefits 

their own financial gain.  “Their end is 

destruction, their god is their belly, 

and they glory in their shame, with 

minds set on earthly things.”  Philip-

pians 3:19 ESV 

As a former homosexual I have be-

come keenly aware of those in the 

church and not surprisingly those in 

the world who continue to advocate 

death into the lives of men and wom-

en who identify as homosexual.   

I have great respect for Dick and 

Betty Odgaard who refused to com-

promise the cross of Christ for their 

own gain.  Instead, they were and 

remain ministers of the gospel.   

The only hope that this world has is 

what God continues to provide at the 

cross of Jesus Christ.  This good news 

of God is the Life of His Christ in His 

created, and at the cross where sin 

was rendered 

 

                                                             Continued… 



34 

Powerless.  The keys of death are 

now in the hands of the King of Kings, 

and the blood of Jesus Christ  cleans-

es all men from their sin.  Those who 

have received God’s provision are 

now sanctified, justified, and glori-

fied.   

Every Christian busi-

ness owner and in-

dividual has the 

right by God’s au-

thority and our 

American constitu-

tion to honor their 

religion.  It amazes  

me why the militant 

agenda of the ho-

mosexual communi-

ty has not aggres-

sively targeted any 

other world religion 

but Christianity.   

Although, I would 

not advocate mili-

tancy to any other 

religion, it is true that 

Christianity is the 

only religion that 

offers grace, God’s 

unmerited favor, His 

promise to restore 

men from their former destruction.   

What the Odgaard’s know above 

their peers is that homosexuality is an 

abomination and can at no time, in 

any way, be equaled with God’s in-

tended sexual and relational provi-

sion for men.  In fact the Odgaard’s 

righteous stand against sin’s destruc-

tion goes even into the temporal real-

ity of the men they said no to.  

As we have discussed in previous edi-

tions of “Odgaard’s Rose” God’s pro-

vision for His Son Adam was Eve.  

When Adam proclaimed that Eve was 

“bone of my bone and flesh of my 

flesh,” this to me was not a state-

ment of him being purposely obvious, 

for Eve was fashioned from his flesh 

and bone.  I believe that Adam was 

intently and patiently waiting for 

what his Father promised.  Adam 

knew in his heart that trusting  what 

his Father would provide was going 

to be perfectly suitable for his sexual 

and relational needs.  This explains 

Adams exultation, “She is bone of my 

bone and flesh of my flesh!” 

Ashamedly, this world refuses to 

trust in God’s provision-woman for 

man and man for woman.  By their 

disobedience, people who identifying 

as homosexual through misconcep-

tion find themselves grossly and une-

qually yoked into idolatrous relational 

slavery, constantly suppressing the 

truth in unrighteousness.  I did this 

for fifteen years until I was liberated 

through the cross of Jesus 

Christ.  May God be glori-

fied!  

Godly men and women 

such as the Odgaard’s 

should be mimicked and 

all men should readily 

admit to the homosexual-

ly identified that their 

chosen partner will be a 

detriment to their basic 

biological, sexual, rela-

tional, emotional, and 

eternal well-being.  

Shame on those who ad-

vocate death unto men, 

and shame on those who 

write iniquitous decrees 

which continually oppress 

the fatherless -“for their 

god is their belly.” 

May God continue to bless 

Dick and Betty Odgaard, for 

they truly pray that there         

will bloom another- 

                  “Odgaard’s Rose”  

 

 

For bookings for God’s Original Design Ministry 

contact Dick/Betty Odgaard- hischildren@gods-

design.org  

For bookings for Christ Rose Ministries contact 

Chris Rose at ChristRoseMinistries.org or christro-

seministries@gmail.com      

“Odgaard’s Rose” is a painting by Betty Odgaard exclusively for this series of 

articles “Odgaard’s Rose”.  This phrase “Odgaard’s Rose describes men once 

lost in the grips of sexual idolatry, but now have bloomed into Life, the Life of 

Christ Jesus provided by His death, burial, and resurrection.  Currently, there are 

thousands and thousands of these examples in today’s world and perceivably 

millions throughout the generations.  God is glorified!” 
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“No matter what you have done, no matter how far you may have traveled away from God, His hand is still 

reaching out to you today.  You can be the Sheep of His Hand.  God is ready to bring you “New Life” 

through His Son Jesus.  If you are ready for a new start, then make a new start with Jesus today...  

It’s simple.  Every person born is dead in trespasses and sin, and every person born needs “New Life”.  

When you ask Jesus to come into your life you are asking for Him to make you whole, a new creation.  Your 

sins are then put onto Jesus and His righteousness is put into you.  This is God’s plan for His creation.  It is 

finished, sin will no longer have dominion over you. 

You’ve probably heard that Jesus died on the cross for your sins.  This means that the death of Jesus has paid 

the price for every man’s sin.  You see sin needs a death payment.  It will either be you or Jesus.  Since Je-

sus already paid that price and has risen from the dead, declaring that sin is defeated, the “ball” is now in 

your court.   

Salvation is literally on the tip of your tongue.  “...because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  

Romans 10:9 ESV 

Love, 

Christian Life Magazine 

 

Thank you to all of our “Ministry Messengers” who faithfully send out this Pure Gospel Publi-

cation to everyone who needs it.  

If you would like to become a Ministry Messenger please go to our website-                         

ChristianLifeMagazine.org or send your request to MinistryMessengers@gmail.com  

 

We want to publish your testimony, or a letter to Christian Life Magazine. 

Please send your letters of 500 words or less to:  

Christian Life Magazine 

P.O. Box 445  

Newton, IA 50208 or to:  

ChristianLifeMagazine.org  

Submission does not guarantee publication.  

All letters containing hateful, graphically lewd gestures of disrespect, or the misuse of Holy Biblical Scripture will not be published. 

All  letters received, including digital correspondence becomes the property of Christian Life Magazine and cannot be returned even when 

instructed.  

 

Christian Life Magazine is a registered non-profit organization who neither supports or endorses any political candidate.  Political commen-

tary is strictly informational, for the perceived  interests of the reader of Christian Life Magazine. 
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Your Advertisement will be seen in our print and digital format!   

Go to:  

ChristianLifeMagazine.org to see our latest digital issue, print copies 

sold where available. 

Inquire today! 

To buy advertisement in Christian Life Magazine please send your  re-

quest to: 

puregospelpublication@gmail.com 

 

 

Christian Life Magazine proudly publishes the gospel message.         It 

has changed the lives of countless people for more than 2000 years. 

Help share this good news of hope by becoming a Ministry Messenger. 

Send your request to ministrymessengers@gmail.com   

What is a Ministry Messenger?  Go to ChristianLifeMagazine.org for 

more information. 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to 

proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 

the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 

who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   

Jesus Christ, Luke 4:18 ESV   

ChristianLifeMagazine.org                            facebook.com/ChristianLifeMagazineUSA                         Print Copies Sold Where Available 


