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From Glory To Glory 

By Jamie Leavens  

 

“But we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory 
of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as from the Lord, the 
Spirit.”              [2Corinthians 3:18] 

  

For a while I didn’t understand 
what it means to go from “glory to 
glory.” But glory is like honor – we 
go from one honorable thing to 
another. God has been showing me 
that our lives as Christians are sup-
posed to reflect that. From the glo-
ry of being made in God’s image, to 
the glory of being redeemed, to 
the glory of walking with Him. 

I’m beginning to realize that this is 
the season God is walking me 
through. While our whole lives re-
flect this journey, this season has 
already been God pulling me to 
higher and higher standards and 
taking me from glory to glory. I see 
now that God is giving me the 
chance to leave things at “good 
enough,” or to pursue better. As 
different things have been brought 
up to me, I could easily walk out 
and leave them how they are. But 
because God is calling me to a 
higher standard, I am moving from 
glory to glory. 

Not that things have to be bad in 
order for God to improve. Things 
can actually be good, but God still 
calls us to better.                           

With me, romantic relationships 

have really been that example. I 
didn’t have low expectations, but 
God is calling me to more, to really 
be sure in what I’m looking for. 
Where I was at was ‘good,’ but I 
didn’t entirely know what I want-
ed. God is showing me what expec-
tations to have and what to look 
for. He’s calling me higher, from 
something ‘good’ to something so 
much better – letting Him lead, 
letting Him show me where my ex-
pectations should be. 

God’s also really been working me 
through the way I make my choic-
es. I’ve slowly realized that I base 
my decisions on “Will this get me in 
trouble?” Instead, He’s been show-
ing me that I need to consider oth-
ers, consider what’s honestly best, 
not just the possible consequences. 
I could still be choosing the same 
thing in the end, but the heart be-
hind the choice changes. 

 

 

God is moving me from glory to 
glory – from “good” to better.   

This has been happening in many 
other areas of my life too, and hon-
estly it’s very challenging. It’s hum-
bling that in an area where I 
thought I was solid, God wants me 
to rethink. I thought I was good! I 
thought I was making better choic-
es!  

But God brought me to a place of 
realizing there’s better yet. Some-
times, it feels like backsliding, like 
where I thought was good, I’m ac-
tually messing up more than I ever 
realized. But I rest on the fact that I 
am not ‘finished’ and God is always 
wanting to work in us! 

Christian Life Magazine stumbled across Jamie at Bride House Coffee Co. in Newton, Iowa.  Actually, our 

Editor In Chief overheard this college student while she was in a meeting with a very benevolent friend who 

agreed to help fund a part of her missions trip.  “How can we help you?”  To help our new friend, we thought 

how awesome it would be to publish one of Jamie’s blog posts!  Please enjoy!  And to help just a little bit 

more we have invited her to be our guest on the radio!  Very soon you will hear Jamie on                        

Christian Life Magazine, 99.3 The Truth FM every Monday at 3 PM.  (Date to be determined).  She will be 

talking about her time with Youth With A Mission, Colorado Springs, CO.  And to help just a little bit more                       

Christian Life Magazine will be donating a financial gift to her ministry!  She doesn’t know yet, lets wait and 

surprise her!  Will you help too?  Please go to: www.ywamcos.org/tuition    
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He Restored My Joy 
By Jennifer Boer  
 
I sat in my car with tears streaming 
down my face.  I had just sat in an 
hour long appointment, talking to 
the specialist about my daughter’s 
conditions.  Not just one, or two, 
but three. These conditions were 
dyslexia, auditory processing delay, 
and visual processing delay.  The 
thoughts of my daughter struggling 
her entire life in school broke my 
heart, and knowing that the enemy 
would try to make these conditions 
define her, broke my heart that 
much more.  Questions were flood-
ing my mind, “how can I help her?  
Where do I turn to get help? Will I 
be able to do this on my own as a 
single mom? How will I be able to 
afford private tutoring?”  
 
I did what I needed to do.  I found a 
dyslexia tutor for my daughter right 
away.  A year later, I was told 
about vision therapy.  I hadn’t 
heard of vision therapy, but I was 
excited to learn how this could help 
eliminate an obstacle in my daugh-
ter’s reading deficiency.  My next 
step was to find vision therapist.  
As I sat in the Dr.’s office listening 
to how 80% of what we learn is 
through our eyes, as well as how 
certain conditions can affect our 
reading, comprehension, retention 
as well as other areas of our bodies, 
I could not help but think about my 
spiritual vision.  
 
Hebrews 12:1-2  
“There, since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, LOOKING to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the JOY that was set 
before him endured the cross, des-
pising the shame, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of 
God.”  
 

As I kept thinking of my own spir-
itual vision, this verse in Hebrews 
12 kept coming to my mind. The 
beginning of this verse directs us to 
“lay aside every weight and sin that 
clings to us.” How do we do this?  
By looking to Jesus, keeping our 
eyes fixed on him.  
 
Not too long ago, the thought of 
setting aside the one thing that kept 
me from having complete joy felt 

like a loss.  In the last part of this 
verse it explains how Jesus had a 
huge loss, crucifixion on the cross.  
However, it was the JOY that was 
set before him that gave him the 
strength to lay down his life.  Jesus’ 
eyes were fixed on His father and 
he knew what his purpose here on 
earth was.  
 
The weight that kept me from expe-
riencing true joy that only comes 
from God, was the desire for a hus-
band.  Desiring a husband, a home, 
and a better job is not sin.  Howev-
er, for me this desire kept me from 
having joy that lead to not being 
content, which then lead to not 
chasing Jesus, and not running the 
race that has been set before me.  I 
also didn’t feel complete, but felt 
like something was missing in my 
life.  During this season I am a 
strong Christian and I reading my 
Bible faithfully, leading women’s 
ministry groups.  But I still felt in-
complete.  I also found resentment 
building in my heart.  I would hear 
these words in my mind, “How did 
she find a man so fast?” “Why has 
God blessed her and He won’t bless 
me?”  ?”   
 
Joy could not be found in any of 
those thoughts, and it is embarrass-
ing to admit, but this was all com-
ing from my heart.  I didn’t like it.  
I wanted true joy that would lead to 

contentment that would lead me 
chase Jesus and not my dreams.  I 
knew in my heart, as much as my 
daughter needed vision therapy 
helping lay aside any obstacles in 
her reading, I needed spiritual vi-
sion therapy.  
 
My daughter’s therapy lasted ten 
weeks, and through the process we 
were able to witness positive 
changes in her eyes, which im-
proved her reading.  During her ten 
weeks of therapy little did I know 
that God was working on my spir-
itual vision as well.  I can tell you 
the exact day and hour, but the true 
joy I was praying for did arrive.  
My desires had shifted and I am 
now chasing after Jesus, harder 
than ever before.  My eyes are so 
fixed on him that I do not want any-
one or anything to distract me or 
slow me down.  I now have true joy 
that leads to contentment, and I am 
excited to see where God leads me.   
 
As I see single moms being blessed 
with godly men helping raise their 
children, or I see my friends getting 
engaged and weddings coming up 
in the near future, I no longer have 
a resentful heart.  My heart is now 
overflowing with excitement, joy, 
and gladness for these women.  I 
love being able to come alongside 
my friends and family with joy in 
celebrating the blessings the Lord 
has given them. 
  
As a sister in Christ I would like to 
ask what weight or sin needs to be 
set aside in your life, so you can run 
the race that God has set before 
you? God healed my spiritual vi-
sion, and gave me joy and content-
ment.  God wants to do the same 
for you.  

 

 

Jennifer Boar is a proud Mother and 
blogger in Ames, Iowa                       

                                                                                                    

“ Now I have true joy that 

leads to contentment” 



5 

 

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/ia/newton/1505-w-19th-st-s.html 



6 

To The Least Of 

These...Who? 

By Pastor Jeremy Empie 

 

Matthew 25:31-46 (NLT): “But 
when the Son of Man comes in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit upon his glorious 
throne.  All the nations will be gath-
ered in his presence, and he will 
separate the people as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the 
goats.  He will place the sheep at 
his right hand and the goats at his 
left.  “Then the King will say to 
those on his right, ‘Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the creation of the world.  For I was 
hungry, and you fed me.  I was 
thirsty, and you gave me a drink.  I 
was a stranger, and you invited me 
into your home.  I was naked, and 
you gave me clothing.  I was sick, 
and you cared for me.  I was in pris-
on, and you visited me.’ “Then 
these righteous ones will reply, 
‘Lord, when did we ever see you 
hungry and feed you?  Or thirsty 
and give you something to drink?  
Or a stranger and show you hospi-
tality?  Or naked and give you 
clothing?  When did we ever see 
you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
“And the King will say, ‘I tell you 
the truth, when you did it to one of 
the least of these my brothers and 
sisters, you were doing it to me!’ 
“Then the King will turn to those on 
the left and say, ‘Away with you, 
you cursed ones, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his 
demons.  For I was hungry, and you 
didn’t feed me.  I was thirsty, and 
you didn’t give me a drink.  I was a 
stranger, and you didn’t invite me 

into your home.  I was naked, and 
you didn’t give me clothing.  I was 
sick and in prison, and you didn’t 
visit me.’ “Then they will reply, 
‘Lord, when did we ever see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and not 
help you?’ “And he will answer, ‘I 
tell you the truth, when you refused 
to help the least of these my broth-
ers and sisters, you were refusing 
to help me.’ “And they will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous will go into eternal life.”  

What does this mean?  

This is a very powerful portion of 
scripture and if the church really 
would grasp the meaning of this, 
we could change the world!   

This parable was brought up this 
week in the Pastor’s Meeting that I 
had attended.  It stirred up some-
thing inside of me!  Jesus Christ 
didn’t just die for certain groups of 
people, nor did He die for a certain 
class of people.  No, He died for 
everyone.  Yes, I Understand, but 
Do You Really?  How many times 
do we see a person and immedi-
ately have a preconceived idea 
about them?  A lot!  I am guilty of it 
and so are you.  However, Jesus 
doesn’t do that.  It is His desire that 
none should perish.  Let’s look at 2 
Peter 3:9 (NLT): “The Lord isn’t re-
ally being slow about his promise, 
as some people think. No, he is be-
ing patient for your sake. He does 
not want anyone to be destroyed, 
but wants everyone to repent.” 

 So, my Question to You is-Do you 
love (share the Gospel) with every-
one?  Even what the world would 
consider the “un-loveable.”   

Please contact me as I’d love to 
hear from you!  

Pastor Jeremy Empie  

Jeremy@TheBethesdaHouse.org  
(641) 569-7024 Ext. 101  

Bethesda House 201 High Avenue East 

Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577-2838  

Office Number: (641) 569-7024  

Web Site: www.TheBethesdaHouse.org  
Blog: www.BornForChallenges.org 

 

The Age Old         
Question….Why? 

By Pastor Amos Cotter 

 

I often wonder about the complexi-
ty of the will and plan of God. The 
sovereign plan of God cannot be 
stopped. In His all-knowing state, 
there is nothing that will escape his 
view or grasp. Allow me to explain. 
  
During the summer of 2006 I was 
diagnosed with Progressive myo-
clonus epilepsy.  The doctor told 
me at the age of 21 that my life 
was effectively half over, but God 
spoke to me.  Without any prior 
attempts to hear his voice.  He had 
told me to go to Elim Bible Insti-
tute. The Bible College that my fa-
ther attended, and my older broth-
er before me. And I said “No!”   
 
That next year, in November of 
2007, I was enrolled at the Finger 
Lakes Community College in my 
home town of Canandaigua.  I was 
pursuing a communications degree 
because I wanted to be a writer 
with the local newspaper.  What 
degree is complete without a 
mathematics course?  
 
 
                                          Continued... 

mailto:Jeremy@TheBethesdaHouse.org
http://www.TheBethesdaHouse.org
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So, I found a course that met the 
requirements but did not involve 
complex equations.  Math theory, 
involving differing theories of ver-
texes and paths that are followed.  
I remember very little on what I 
had studied and for one glaring 
reason.  I never finished my course 
or my studies.   I "upset" the wife 
of a cop, and her husband arrested 
me on charges of aggravated har-
assment.  He must have been a 
crumby police officer because 
when he arrived at my home 
putting his handcuffs on me he 
failed to recite what my rights 
were at the time of my arrest.  The 
judge threw out the case based on 
that fact and there was absolutely 
no evidence of what I had been 
charged with. 
  
I don’t know what ever happened 
to the cop or his wife.  This is not 
my point, but I want to make clear 
that I was expelled form that col-
lege.  The communication degree I 
wanted was suddenly not going to 
happen. 
  
God spoke to me again. “Go  to the 
Elim.” My first choice, Finger Lakes 
Community College, was a no go, 
and along with many other circum-
stances prevented any other path 
of action, I reluctantly applied.  I 
was enrolled the following Septem-
ber, 2008.  I received the majority 
of my biblical education from Elim 
and the progressive Myoclonus Epi-
lepsy?  Gone, three weeks after 
being on campus.  (To read more 
about this miracle go to http://
pastoramos.org/my-testimony/) 
  
It was during my senior year, 2010, 
that I was introduced to Marie, my 
wife.  In December of 2011 we had 

moved to Florida.  My son was 
born a year after we were married, 
almost to the day!  My wife Marie 
had been going to a church be-
friending a man named Jeremy Em-
pie.  She also went to school with a 
girl by name of Katie Callow.  These 
two got married, moved to Iowa, 
and started a church called Bethes-
da house. I’m sure you know where 
this is going. 
  
In February 2017, we also moved 
partnering with the Empie’s.  All 
together we launched a church, 
The Bethesda House in Oskaloosa, 
Iowa. 
  

Back to the beginning.  I often won-
der about the complexity of the 
will and plan of God.  The sover-
eign plan of God cannot be 
stopped.  Through the actions of 
what I will just call “misguided”.  I 
ignored the command of God the 
Father, upset the wrong woman, 
and through a long drawn out or-
deal, I finally went to Elim.  Life 
started over. 
  
God be praised!  
 
The complexity of God’s plan has 
me wondering.  If I had listened the 
first time, I would have attended 
Elim in 2006 and finished the three 
year program in 2009.  Come 2010 
when Marie attended we would 
not have met? She would have 
come in, just months after I had 
gone out.  We would have never 
met, my boy would not have been 

born, I wouldn’t have moved to 
Florida, I would not have known 
the Empie’s, or been with Bethesda 
House.  So in reality, I need to say 
thank you to that woman who be-
came offended which prompted 
her husband to shackle me. Every-
thing can be traced back to that 
moment! 
  
Thank you Lord for hardships. They 
teach us lessons, they give us pa-
tience, and what Satan uses for evil 
the Lord uses for our good. 
  
This is Pastor Amos, reminding you 
that trials can be good for you!  
Come and see us at The Bethesda 
House!  
 
Pastor Jeremy Empie  

Jeremy@TheBethesdaHouse.org  
(641) 569-7024 Ext. 101  

Bethesda House 201 High Avenue East 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577-2838  

Office Number: (641) 569-7024  

Web Site: www.TheBethesdaHouse.org  
Blog: www.BornForChallenges.org 

 
 
Pastor Amos Cotter  

Associate / Youth Pastor  

(641) 569-7024 Ext. 104;                       

Cell Ext: 205  

Email: Amos@TheBethesdaHouse.org  

http://www.TheBethesdaHouse.org  

 
 
 

“The sovereign plan of 

God cannot be stopped.”  

http://pastoramos.org/my-testimony/
http://pastoramos.org/my-testimony/
mailto:Jeremy@TheBethesdaHouse.org
http://www.TheBethesdaHouse.org
http://www.thebethesdahouse.org/
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He Is Always With Me 

By Patricia Butin 

 

I was on my way to work one morning, 

from my home in Sully, to one of my 

seven weekly cleaning jobs in nearby 

Newton.  But the early morning fog 

was so thick I could barely see the 

sides of the road well enough to keep 

me on the Killduff road.  I hoped the 

fog wouldn’t be this bad up on the 

interstate.   

“Lord, please let me see well enough 

to get me safely through this mess,” I 

prayed, as I slowly continued on.  

Then, as I cautiously came up over a 

hill several miles still south of I-80, I 

could just make out a really scary sce-

ne up ahead.  Two big yellow school 

buses were sitting front end down in 

the ditch on my side of the road!  I 

slowed down even more and came to 

the top of the hill where a sheriff’s 

officer was standing in the middle of 

the road, his arm out, signaling me to 

stop.  Even through the fog I could see 

several car lined up n the opposite 

lane beyond him.  I also could jut 

barely see other men down in the 

ditch, looking in the windows of the 

busses. 

Evidently the drivers had just started 

out on their morning routes, so there 

were no students on board either bus.  

Apparently neither driver seemed to 

have been hurt when they went into 

the ditch, thank God!  I could clearly 

see His hand in this situation.  Every-

one was safe in what could have been 

a very bad accident.   

“Thank You, Lord, for keeping us all 

safe on this dark day”, I whispered.  

But then, I looked up into my rearview 

mirror.  

“No!”  There, just barely visible 

through the fog, behind me, I could 

see the lights of another car speeding 

down the last hill.  He was going so 

fast I was sure he was not going to see 

us stopped here when he crested the 

hill or be able to slow down quickly 

enough to avoid crashing into y car.  I 

looked quickly to my right to see if the 

men there in the ditch saw him com-

ing.  They didn’t seem to see him at 

all.  Our two cars would surely crash 

down onto them when he hit me. 

I covered up my head, laid against the 

steering wheel and yelled “Oh God!”, 

and waited for the inevitable crash… 

Bu nothing happened.  I raised my 

head and looked behind me.  The car 

was not there.  I looked at the other 

ditch across the road.  Nothing.  I 

looked into this ditch.  The men down 

there were still just going about their 

investigation.  I looked forward but 

saw no sign of that other car’s tail 

lights going on up the road?  The 

officer who had stopped us was back 

in the middle of the road and mo-

tioned us all to move on as if nothing 

unusual had occurred.  I crept through 

the intersection, looking to the left 

and the right, hoping to see someone 

else who might have seen what I saw, 

or perhaps maybe the other car was in 

a ditch further up the road.  But no 

sign of anything out of the ordinary 

presented itself.  Had any of it even 

happened?  Or had I simply imagined 

it all.   

The fog had begun to dissipate by the 

time I made it to the Interstate, and 

even though I was pretty shook up 

and considered turning around and 

going back home, I really needed the 

day’s works so I went on, still shaking 

my head over the whole episode.   

But, life does go on and I eventually 

put it behind me.  But on foggy days, it 

all comes back to me and I always 

thank God again for looking after me.   

“Yea though I walk through the Valley 

of the shadow of Death, I will fear No 

evil for Thou art will me…” 

Psalm 23rd Psalm of David 

Several years later, on a foggy day 

much like that one, a customer from 

Sully came into the retail store where I 

was working at the time.  I knew her 

from back in the day and we talked 

about the fog.  I recounted my experi-

ence of that long past dark day and 

said that I still wasn’t sure it had really 

happened the way I remembered it.  

She gave me a strange look and then 

grinned.   

“Yes, it really did happen” she said.  “I 

was in the first car stopped in the oth-

er lane on that hill.  That guy came 

speeding up behind you, swerved 

around your car, then mine, and sped 

on down the road  He never even 

slowed down  The officer who had us 

all stopped had stepped away toward 

the ditch and didn’t seem to even see 

him go by.”  Wow! 

One thing we both agreed on.  The 

Lord was watching over that fog-

covered hill top that day, keeping all 

of us safe.   

“Had I simply imagined     

it all?”   
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Closing Remarks 
By Iowa State Senator Amy Sinclair 
 

 
Thank you for sharing this time in de-
bate with me. I respect each of you 
and the perspective and experiences 
your life brings to this foundational 
conversation. Ultimately Senate File 
2281 gets at the very heart of what it 
means to be an American, to be a per-
son. This is not a matter of religion. 
While I am a person of faith, I do not 
have a current membership in any 
church. This is not a war on women. In 
fact roughly 50% of the people this bill 
protects are women. So in fact, a fail-
ure to pass this bill would be the true 
war on women in its very purest 
sense. 
 
This bill is the logical beginning point 
for all civil governance. Each of us took 
a sworn oath to defend the constitu-
tion of Iowa and the constitution of 
the United States of America. Each of 
these documents was created to gov-
ern a society where individual human 
liberty is held in the highest regard. 
Where each person’s rights are care-
fully and fully defended. And the logi-
cally understood right to life acts as a 
pre-requisite for every other law that 
exists. So as legislators, our very first 
duty should be to protect each individ-
ual’s life above all else. 
 
So the questions we must face in our 
sworn duty as legislators are these: 
what is the individual life and who 
among us has the right to have theirs 
defended by society? Senate File 2281 
attempts to answer that question. And 
the answer is simple: an individual life 
is any person with a beating heart. 
 
Two beating hearts have done much 
to frame who I am and why I am such 
an advocate for this bill. The first was 
the beating heart of my first child, 
Evan. In 1995 at 19 years old I was 
pregnant, unplanned and unprepared, 

and feeling completely lost. At my first 
doctor visit, where the pregnancy was 
confirmed, an abdominal ultrasound 
was conducted. And I heard my son’s 
heart, and I knew he was alive. The 
other was in 2002 at the end of my 
father’s life: his heart stopped beating. 
And I knew the man who had raised 
me was no longer alive. In each of 
those cases, I knew that the heartbeat, 
or the lack of one, was an indication of 
another individual person’s life. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, colleagues, 
people with a beating heart, please 
take a moment with me to reflect on 
what it means to be human. To ag-
gressively defend your own right to 
life and your reasonable expectation 
that your government should actively 
support you and all other people in 
that endeavor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Sinclair is an Iowa State Senator of 

District 14.  Serving on the committees of 

Commerce, Education (chair), Government 

oversight (vice chair), Judiciary, Rules and 

Administration 

 

Christian Life Magazine thanks Iowa 

State Senator Amy Sinclair for letting us 

publish her closing remarks for the hearing 

of SF2281.    

“Amy, it was an honor to meet you, and 

we appreciate you greatly, your heart in 

love with the unborn.  You’re right!  Life 

and death is indicated by a beating heart.”    
EIC Chris Rose  
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United By Love 

By Lynn Montgomery  

 

I Corinthians 1:10 “But, dear 
brothers, I beg you in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to stop argu-
ing among yourselves.  Let there 
be real harmony so that there 
won’t be a split in the church.  I 
plead with you to be of one mind, 
united in thought and purpose. 

 

As I read this scripture, a thought 
began to race through my mind; 
how could the church, The Body of 
Christ, ever come to this kind of 
unity?  Denominational differ-
ences have wrought havoc for 
centuries.  In today’s world we 
have learned to “play nice”, but 
underneath the surface of our nice 
game, we still tend to keep to our 
own little groups. 

 

As I was meditating on the need 
for unity, the Lord began to show 
me a group of people standing on 
each side of a tall, rock wall. These 
people were yelling insults at one 
another and throwing rocks over 
the wall.  As I watched, I saw a 
rock hit the top of the wall and 
break a piece of it out. This kept 
on happening until, all of a sud-
den, the wall had been broken 
down to where each group was 
able to see each other clearly.  
Both groups stopped yelling and 
throwing the rocks and I could 
hear them say, “why, you’re just 
like us”.  Immediately Holy Spirit 
said, “What the enemy meant for 
evil, I am working for good.” 

 

I believe God desires unity in His 
Body and is grieved because of the 
lack of it.  He said in His word “By 
this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” John 13:35.  I 
thought back to the Old Testa-
ment story about the Tower of 
Babel.  God said in Gen. 11:6 “If as 
one people speaking the same lan-
guage they have begun to do this 
(build a tower to Heaven) then 
NOTHING they plan to do will be 
impossible for them.”  

 

God’s plan was for mankind to 
populate the whole world, and so 
He confused their language to dis-
perse them away from each other 
to fulfill His plan.  When Jesus 
came into the world, He brought 
the current desire of God’s Heart 
with Him.  He demonstrated per-
fect love when He freely gave up 
His life for us all.  The command 
He gave us was the New Com-
mandment; Love the Lord thy God 
with all of your heart, and your 
neighbor as yourself.  

 

I pray that the church, the Body of 
Christ, His Bride, will begin to see 
the ways we are alike instead of 
the ways we are different!  I pray 
that, by His love, we tear down 
the walls the enemy has built and 
build bridges instead.  I pray that 
our minds become united to each 
other because we will all have the 
“Mind of Christ”.  

John 17:21 (NIV) “Jesus Himself 
prayed that all of them be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I 
AM in you. May they also be in 
US.” 
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We Want Unity! 

By Anonymous Author  

 

“Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace.”  Eph 4:3 KJV.   

The Iowa Legislature in its 2018 session has accomplished 

more than any other State in our Union, and in our history 

as a nation, since the nightmare of Roe vs. Wade began.  

As believers we continue to pray to the God of life for con-

tinued victories, giving constitutional rights to the unborn 

human life so that they may take their first breath.   

Today we celebrate the beating heart, and this as an indi-

cation that life is present.  Praise God for this victory.  Alt-

hough science has definitively proven that simple cell divi-

sion found at conception is life’s indicator, Iowa and its 

heartland can only take “baby” steps.  Not everyone val-

ues life at any of its stages.  We have fight left in us, we 

have God’s favor and blessings to conquer the evils that 

destroy life itself.         

Staunch “right-to-lifers”, as we have been called, look at 

life beyond horrifying circumstances that may have been 

the cause of conception, life.   Everyone is forced to wit-

ness the gift of life; it is all around us.  Our food coming 

from crops carefully maintained by hardworking Iowa 

farmers!  Even our clothing can be attributed to life, the 

process of seed budding into created glory.  May God be 

praised!  

Human life is precious.  Human life is a gift.  Life is where 

every person has come from, and to destroy our own be-

ginnings creates a wound that may never heal, even unto 

the most radical pro-abortionist. 

Not long ago a letter came to the attention of our unified 

movement.  As my eyes scanned over the words of this 

letter, I was instantly horrified.  The powers that be, who 

themselves praise the importance of unification, have 

attempted to sever the bonds of peace.   

I have asked that my personal identity be kept anony-

mous, but keeping this letter secret would further justify 

the dis-unification that this letter reveals and calls for.  

There is no need to disclose the identity of the author of 

this letter either nor the organization that it has come 

from.  I have removed their identity.    

As you read this letter, please begin to pray for the author 

and the organization.  Please pray that Iowa’s most recent 

legislative victory will never again be attributed to our uni-

ty, but to God’s strength and favor on us as a unified or-

ganization.   

Personally, I am dismantled momentarily and wearied in 

heart by the contents of this communication.  However, 

benefit of the doubt could be extended.  Nothing of this 

letter can be supported, not by me anyway.  God will for-

ever be praised for His accomplishments through us.  A 

divided house will fall!  We Want Unity!  Here is the letter. 

“The planning committee for _________is working to pre-

pare for our______.  For over forty years, there has been a 

very unhealthy level of disunity among pro-life organiza-

tions within the State of Iowa.  The _________was estab-

lished…..  It’s working.  However, the lawsuit filed by Save 

the 1 against the State of Iowa complicates the dynamics 

of our efforts at unity.  We understand your passion on 

these issues.  We are so very grateful for your voice and 

efforts to protect ALL lives, a belief shared by the 

_________ and its affiliates.  But we would not want to 

bring you to Iowa and ask you to stifle your passion, or be 

anything less than who you are by withholding your words 

or opinions on these issues.  That is why we want to relieve 

you of your commitment to be in Iowa on __________.  It’s 

a tough painful decision, but we believe it is the right thing 

to do.  It is critical to the ____________ to present a uni-

fied, laser focus to our supporters, the religious leaders, the 

legislators, and the Governor.   We want to leverage our 

momentum so we have the clout next year to advance and 

improve more pro-life legislation.  Please know our heart is 

not to offend you or diminish the importance of your mes-

sage.  Pro-life leaders in Iowa believe that we will ultimate-

ly win through the power of unity.  We believe we will suc-

ceed with the help of God, and by winning one battle at a 

time.  This was an important first step.  Thank you very 

much for your willingness to come.  We appreciate it and 

hope you understand the delicacy of our situation.”  

My heart is heavy when reading this letter.  Understanda-

bly, we need to be unified!  We Want Unity!  Unity itself is 

not the power that brings us victory, but the authority we 

have in Jesus Christ.  His power, His grace will bring us to 

victory.   
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Everyone working in the Body of Christ will accomplish 

what God intends to be done on earth as it is in heaven 

through us, as Jesus Christ is the head of this moving Body 

of unified believers.   

Save-the-1 has the potential to lead the fight for life into 

the United States Supreme Court.  I pray that Save-the-1 

will remain in unification with Iowa.  I’m sorry…  Save-the-

1!  If you ever read this letter, We Want Unity!  You have 

not complicated the dynamics of unity as this letter accus-

es; you strengthen our resolve to move forward!   

 Although the author of this letter might have been trying 

to control temporary outcomes, may it be understood that 

we as a unified body need laser focus into the eyes of Je-

sus.  We, in this letter might have severed the bonds of 

peace, but please consider coming back into unity with 

Iowa.  More than fifty percent of us here in Iowa do not 

favor exceptions!  We Want Unity!  Our pursuit is still giv-

ing life its first breath by protecting life at conception! 

I am concerned that the author of this letter may find it 

more important to protect momentum, leverage, and 

clout in the eyes of human strength, while straying away 

from unification that they pride themselves in achieving.  I 

am equally concerned to understand that if you did come 

back to Iowa my pro-life leaders would have asked you to 

stifle your passion, be less than who you are, and to with-

hold your words or opinions on these issues.  Again, please 

forgive us.  I didn’t write nor approve this letter, but I con-

tinue to support my Iowa pro-life leaders by keeping the 

unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace.  To the powers 

that be.  A redemptive decision would be to allow those of 

us who are against the exceptions, a platform to speak.   

Please do not silence the more than fifty percent of Iowans 

who will not tolerate these exceptions.   

We Want Unity!   

 

  

CHRISTIAN LIFE MAGAZINE 
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The Truth FM                       
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On 

CHRISTIAN LIFE         
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Where God Guides 

He Provides, The Gala” 

By Barb Ranck 

 

It’s one thing to agree with this 

statement politely.  It’s quite an-

other to see it lived out in action.  

It strengthens your faith by allow-

ing you to glimpse how big our God 

really is and how He chooses to use 

us as part of His plan.  My personal 

experience seeing this play out was 

with my involvement as a volun-

teer for Garden Gate Ranch.  This 

non-profit 501(c) (3) faith-based 

Christian organization provides as-

sistance, resources, and training 

for survivors of human trafficking.  

Their primary goal is to provide a 

pathway to hope, restoration, em-

powerment, and dignity for survi-

vors of trafficking and sexual ex-

ploitation.   

The vision for Garden Gate Ranch 

was placed in the heart of Brenda 

Long, Executive Director, over 

three years ago. She was praying 

prayers of gratitude to God for car-

rying her and her family through an 

extended period of pain and loss.  

As she prayed, she acknowledged 

to God how He had been there for 

her.  She then asked, “How can I 

serve you, Lord?” The answer was 

immediate and foreign at the same 

time.  He showed her women cry-

ing out, “Does anyone see me? 

Does anyone care?” The women 

He revealed to Brenda in her pray-

er closet were facing their own 

personal and harrowing trials, be-

ing persecuted in captivity, with 

their identities and freedom being 

taken away by others using them 

for personal gain.   

Brenda’s heart was broken for the 

women, and her journey began.  

Brenda and my paths crossed over 

a year ago when I had invited her 

to represent Garden Gate Ranch as 

a presenter for an anti-sex traffick-

ing awareness event in our com-

munity.  I listened to Brenda’s story 

and how God was part of it all.  Be-

fore I knew it I was volunteering 

regularly for Garden Gate Ranch.  

We continued to partner on two 

additional awareness events in 

Newton, IA.  One was a documen-

tary about the horrific issues we 

face right here is the United States 

and in Iowa.  The second event was 

a conference entitled "Eyes Wide 

Open."  Garden Gate Ranch will 

have an annual "Eyes Wide Open" 

conference each year in the fall.  

Our next one coming up will be in 

the Des Moines area on Oct 20, 

2018,. Please watch our Facebook 

page and website for additional 

upcoming information.   

As I worked closely with the Gar-

den Gate Ranch team, I watched as 

they lived out “Where God guides, 

He provides.”  Every decision was 

made on faith, and God proved 

faithful.  Hebrews 11:11 has be-

come a powerful guiding scripture 

for Brenda.  Hebrews 11:11 says, 

“By faith, even Sarah herself when 

she was unable to have children, 

received power to conceive off-

spring, even though she was past 

the age since she considered that 

the one who had promised was 

faithful.”  Not every prayer was an-

swered as expected, though God 

was faithful. 

Then came time to plan for the first

-ever large-scale fundraiser.  This 

fundraiser would be the most mas-

sive undertaking yet, especially 

considering that Garden Gate 

Ranch had not yet secured a prop-

erty. How would God’s vision and 

Brenda’s passion translate to dona-

tions?  Planning started in January 

for an April Gala. (It’s important to 

note that by human event planning 

standards, planning should have 

begun back in August for a success-

ful event.) At one of the first plan-

ning meetings, a small group of 

supporters was asked to come up 

with 75 names of who could invite 

and host a table of 10 others at the 

Gala. By the end of the meeting, 

we had over 125 names on the list.  

While not all ended up being table 

hosts, being able to come up with 

that many names was humbling.  

Next came the venue.           Continued... 
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A location was secured that could 

hold up to 400 guests.  Three 

weeks before the Gala, the con-

firmed attendee count was over 

420 outgrowing this location.  

Where could we quickly find a ven-

ue for 500 people at such late no-

tice and during prom season?  On 

our strength it wouldn’t have been 

possible.  God had bigger plans. 

The event was held at Embassy 

Suites in downtown Des Moines 

and nearly 540 people attended.  

Those in attendance heard compel-

ling stories from Brenda, a retired 

task-force detective, and a young 

trafficking survivor.   It is estimated 

that only 2% of those enslaved in 

sex trafficking are able to get out.  

Only 2% was Brenda’s response? 

“That number isn’t high enough.”  

On each table was a starfish, sym-

bolic of Garden Gate Ranch’s mis-

sion:  For the Love of One. The tes-

timonies and the mission moved 

many.  The overall fundraising goal 

was $350,000.  That night 

$207,777 was raised, making 

it the single most successful 

anti-trafficking fundraising 

event in Iowa history, ac-

cording to the Iowa Network 

Against Human Trafficking 

and Slavery.   

Many attendees made an 

effort to communicate to 

Garden Gate Ranch how 

much they appreciated being 

personally invited to such an 

inspiring and compelling 

event, and hoped to be put on the 

guest list again next year.  True to 

form, Brenda gave all the glory to 

God.  When asked how the event 

was so successful with so many 

odds against it, she replied, “We 

just trusted the Lord to move 

hearts to give and support what He 

is doing through Garden Gate 

Ranch”.  What I continue to see 

again and again is “Where God 

guides, He provides.”  

Human trafficking is real.  It’s hap-

pening here where we live.  The 

impact to the victims is beyond 

horrendous.  Human trafficking 

steals the victim’s identity, worth, 

and trust in humanity.  The road to 

restoration is long, painful, and full 

of setbacks.  Why would anyone 

want to be part of such a seemingly 

overwhelming cause?  Because it 

breaks God’s heart.  And He breaks 

others’ hearts for what breaks His.  

I’ve watched as He’s been guiding 

like-minded individuals to mobilize 

despite the odds.  It is hard work, 

but we have one who works all 

things for good.  We give Him all 

the glory.   

 

If you would like more information, 

or to support the cause, visit: 

www.gardengateranch.com  

 

“Please know you are worth it, you 

are loved, and you deserve a     

beautiful future.” 

“We see you!” and we are here to 

help!  Please call or text us at:  

515-393-8400  

 

                           

“Brenda’s heart was   

broken for the women, 

and her journey began.“ 

http://www.gardengateranch.com
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The Meaning Of The 

Book Of Revelation 

By Dr. Robert Owens 

 

A twisted mess of conflicting de-
sires.  We want what we want until 
we get it.  Then we wonder why we 
wanted it to begin with. So often 
the wanting is much more fulfilling 
than the getting because the having 
is always transitory and the losing 
is inevitable. 
 
Does that about sum up your expe-
rience in the world?  It does mine 
until I met Jesus and committed my 
life to Him.  The answer never 
quite fit the question.  Or was it that 
the question never quite fit the an-
swer?  Either way I always ended 
up halfway home half of the time 
standing on a cold corner waiting to 
die alone. 
 
I was always asking, “What’s it all 
about?”  Everything seemed so 
senseless.  You work hard all your 
life and then you die with no U-
Haul behind the hearse and no 
pockets in the shroud.  As they used 
to say in the old neighborhood, 
“Life’s a bitch and then you die.” 
 
Once I gave my life to Jesus things 
changed.  Hope was birthed in my 
life and joy filled my heart.  Along 
the way I found two things that did-
n’t fit the mold of the having and 
not fulfilling the expectation of the 
wanting.  Giving my life to Jesus 
has proven to be much more than I 

ever could have expected.  And the 
gift of my wife and the life we have 
together, in Christ, grows deeper 
each day and is better than I ever 
had dreamt possible. 
 
But as to the “What’s it all about” 
question, God did not leave us 
without an answer.  Many seek it in 
the Book of Revelation.  I have 
found it there and I want to share it 
with all who can receive it. 
 
In the Sci-Fi classic “A Hitchhik-
er’s Guide to the Galaxy,” the mice 
ask the ultimate question. “What is 
the meaning to life, the universe, 
and everything?”  Although an 
enormous supercomputer named 
Deep Thought over a period of 7.5 
million years eventually comes up 
with the answer, “42”.  This answer 
leaves everyone a bit unsatisfied. 
 
In real life there is an answer to this 
ultimate question.  His name is   
Jesus. 
 
It is only through my hope in Him 
that I can walk through this hope-
less world.  It is only through my 
joy in Him that I can face the sor-
row of knowing that everything in 
this world that isn’t in Him is 
meaningless.  Life in this world is a 
race around a circle looking for a 
point.  You’re young forever until 
you’re old.  Almost everyone says, 
“If I would have known I was go-
ing to live this long I would have 
taken better care of myself”.  Few 
ever do even after they know this 
truth.  The young disregard the old 
and the old disrespect the young.  

One hand washes another yet nei-
ther hand is ever clean. 
 
The religions of this world seek to 
make us gods.  The religion of God 
seeks to make us gods. We cannot 
possess that which we do not have, 
and that which does not have us 
seeks to possess us.  We enter this 
world lost, and God wants us to 
find Him so that we can find our-
selves in Him.  What is the sound 
of one hand clapping?  It is the 
sound of fingers slapping the heel 
of our hand.  What is the answer to 
the unanswerable question?  It’s 
found in my exegesis of the entire 
book of Revelation in one sentence. 
Jesus is God, God wins in the end, 
and no matter how bad it gets we 
should pray, “Even so come Lord 
Jesus.” 
 
There you go.  That’s it.   

In other words, “Know Jesus and 
know peace or no Jesus and no 
peace.  Every one of us gets to 
choose for ourselves, and in the 
perfect economy of God through 
His perfect justice each of us gets 
what we choose. 

 
 
Dr. Owens teaches History, Political Sci-
ence, and Religion. He is the Historian of 
the Future @ http://drrobertowens.com © 
2018  
Contact Dr. Owens drrobertow-
ens@hotmail.com  
Follow Dr. Robert Owens on Facebook or 
Twitter @ Drrobertowens or visit Dr. Ow-
ens Amazon Page /  
Edited by Dr. Rosalie Owens. 
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The Tower Of         

Babble 

By Dr. William P. Tarbell  

 

Genesis chapter eleven describes a 
united humanity with a singular 
language and purpose.  They decide 
to build a tower capable of reaching 
heaven, attaining thereby a sort of 
god-like prominence over creation. 
The land of Shinar would be their 
only earthly home and the words 
they speak would be the only dia-
logue among themselves. Their 
name was to become the sole iden-
tity for human beings. But God 
spoils their plans, forcing them to 
inhabit the entire landscape of the 
earth and, henceforth, to speak in a 
variety of tongues. So they are pre-
vented from assuming divine pre-
tensions. 
 
However, divine pretension is the 
constant goal of the human heart. 
So, the very profusion of languages 
inaugurated at the Tower of Babel 
has become a torrent of verbiage 
designed to erect a monument to 
the deity of humanity. Such verbi-
age can be found in highly ideal-
ized ideologies such as Com-
munism and National Socialism. 
Within these schemes for human 
liberation and salvation huge tsuna-
mis of overwhelming speech drown 
out any dimension beyond mere 
physical existence. So, out of the 
onslaught of words and the works 
they call us to, we find ourselves 
bowing to Towers of Babble. From 
them emanate sounds of certainty, 
claiming to explain our reason for 
being and the meaning of all life. 
The Towers of Babble proclaim a 
myth of rationalization, intellect, 
self-fulfillment and solo flight in 
the universe. Who needs the divine 
hand when the human hand is suffi-
cient? 
 
One of the most attractive and os-

tentatious Towers of Babble came 
under rapid, extensive expansion 
about fifty years ago. Innovative 
terminology added greatly to its 
mystery and power. “Orientation” 
led the way. At last we were given 
to understand, in the light of this 
“discovery”, that all human sexuali-
ty is preset by physical factors and 
that all forms of sexual expression 
are predetermined by them. 
“Orientation” was mounted on top 
of the tower to illuminate all the 
other fascinating facets of its con-
struction. 
 
Gradually, everything became 
clear. LGBT are but variations on a 
theme to be observed, respected 
and, for some, treated with rever-
ence. As “orientation” gained pow-
er, other aspects of this particular 
Tower of Babble began to acquire 
substance. Transgender and trans-
sexual became dynamic parts of 
civil discourse. Gender diversity 
gave birth to gender fluidity. Gen-
der expression, in brilliant flashes 
of insight, opened the door to more 
than a hundred sexual windows on 
the soul. Like a giant Christmas 
tree, the tower gains ever more or-
naments, lights and glitter appeal. 
Many persons, secular and reli-
gious, are drawn to its loud, loqua-
cious, lilting claim to set humanity 
free from old-fashioned, repressive 
chains of tradition. From thousands 
of speakers mounted on all its sides, 
the sexual Tower of Babble pours 
out promises of a bold, new future. 
To which those gathered around it 
cry out a loud “Amen”!  
 
The trouble with all Towers of Bab-
ble is, like the original Tower of 
Babel, they have to deal with God 
and the foundational principles of 
human community instituted by 
God. Reality is a cruel teacher. If 
we listen carefully, in spite of all 
the racket spewing out of the Sexu-
al Tower of Babble, we can hear 
laments and cries of pain of those 
who ascended its heights and fell 
into catastrophe because of its 

claims. 
 
In the end all the babble, all our 
sweet, swell words will collide 
head on with the Word of God. 
Care to guess which will triumph? 
 
 

Playing                       
The Jesus Card 
By Dr. William P. Tarbell 
 

A few years ago Jack Rogers, semi-
nary professor and author of “Jesus, 
The Bible and Homosexuality”, 
gave a lecture at Davidson College.  
He argued that scripture, interpreted 
in the light of a loving Christ, per-
mits same-sex practice and mar-
riage.  He admitted that such an in-
terpretation has caused division in 
Christian circles.  However, the 
remedy for healing that division is 
for Christians to gather around Je-
sus, focus on Him, and let Him re-
move the rancor from the hearts of 
believers.  A member of the audi-
ence rose and asked which Jesus 
Christians should gather around.  
Should it be the Jesus frequenting 
Mr. Roger’s progressive neighbor-
hood, or one of the many ideologi-
cal, political, or personal saviors 
seen throughout the land?  The 
speaker had no satisfactory  answer.  
 
Recently, a group of denomination-
al leaders published an open letter 
titled “Reclaiming Jesus”.  They 
state their grave concern over the 
condition of Christianity in the 
United States.  Jesus is being ig-
nored, they say in six specific ways.  
First, white nationalism and racism 
are on the rise in our country, 
“including at the highest levels of 
political leadership”.  Second, mis-
treatment of women has not been 
adequately addressed. It has been 
“ignored and privately condoned by 
those in high positions of leader-
ship”.  Third, the poor, the sick, and 
the stranger are being marginalized 
and hurt.                           Continued... 
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  Growing Up 
      By David Faircloth 

 
 
As it happened my brother and I ended up with two Dads.  One who adopted us and one who sired us.  We 
were adopted when very young and found out we were adopted when I was twelve and my brother ten.  We 
did not get to meet our birth father until I was thirty two years old.  We asked Dad if we could go find our birth 
father and he replied, “It's about time!” My grandmother told me the night before we left, “you need to know 
that you have two sisters...Wow, what a shock! 
We drove 435 miles in 7 hours and arrived at our Aunt Mary's house to a house full of relatives that we had no 
idea existed.  We found out that grandma had sent pictures and letters about every event in our lives.  Every-
one there knew who we were and what we had been up to from our beginning. 
 
Our adopted father lived to be 94 and our birth father lived to be 98. 
God blessed my brother and me with the love of two wonderful fathers and two wonderful families.  

Cutting back in any way on human 
services provided by the govern-
ment is wrong.  They reject the 
“policies of political leaders who 
would debase and abandon the 
most vulnerable children of God.” 
 
Fourth, lying has become a nation-
al pastime. It has invaded “our po-
litical and civil life”.  The normali-
zation of lying (by our nation’s 
highest leaders) presents a pro-
found moral danger.  Fifth, politi-
cal leaders have rejected their prop-
er servant role. “Authoritarian po-
litical leadership is a theological 
danger that threatens democracy.”  
Finally, Christians must not “seek 
narrow nationalistic prerogatives.”  
Therefore, “America First” think-
ing and policy is a “theological 
heresy for followers of Christ”.  
The “international community” has 
priority over the narrow interests of 
any single country. 
 
As with every portrait of Jesus 
painted by an interest group, the 

picture is not so much wrong as 
incomplete.  The “Reclaiming Je-
sus” group appeals to Jesus as a 
model for political action and a 
platform for Christian unity and 
discipleship.  But they leave out 
huge areas of Christian concern.  
For example, there is not one word 
in their statement about the most 
vulnerable in our society, the un-
born and the elderly.  Would Jesus 
bless the culture of death many of 
our religious and political leaders 
have created around us?  And, 
would Jesus endorse a philosophy 
of human relationships which says, 
morally and legally, virtually any-
thing goes?  And, would Jesus ap-
prove of using His name to silence 
those whose sincere concerns are 
not respected by Christians who 
push an agenda?  And would Jesus 
praise an ecumenism dominated by 
Protestants deeply influenced by 
Western culture?  
 
The ultimate heresy is to label po-
litical opponents as heretics simply 

because they seek to protect their 
country, their families, their jobs, 
and future generations from out-of-
control expenditures, lack of ap-
propriate immigration, and behav-
ioral practices that will lead to de-
mographic disaster.  The proposals 
by Jack Rogers and the 
“Reclaiming Jesus” group to find 
resolution of conflict in gathering 
around our Lord are doomed to 
failure.  As has been the case his-
torically involving countless issues, 
only hard, difficult, extensive de-
bate and negotiation will finally 
move Christians through current 
impasses on human sexuality and 
other sensitive matters.  In the 
meantime, deeply held conscien-
tious views based on traditional, 
historic understanding of Christian 
faith and practice are not going 
away.  

 

Dr. William Tarbell is a retired    
Reverend of the Presbyterian      
Denomination.  Sparks, NV   
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Understanding God A 

Little More 

By Kamara Campbell 

 

Throughout my five years of surren-
dering my life to Christ, I have come to 
some understanding about who God is.  
We may not understand why we go 
through certain things and sometimes 
God does not want us to know why. 
Sometimes God just wants us to know 
who he is in our lives.  I decided to 
take the time to write the different 
verses found in the Bible that the Holy 
Spirit has used to show me more about 
our heavenly father. 

1 Samuel 16:7 “But the Lord said unto 
Samuel, Look not on his countenance, 
or on the height of his stature; because 
I have refused him: for the Lord seeth 
not as man seeth; for man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looketh on his heart.” 

Now even though this scripture 
is explaining the story of the 
Prophet Samuel not understand-
ing why he couldn't anoint one 
of David's brothers, it shows 
how humans would rather look 
at appearance and make a judg-
ment instead of discerning the 
heart.  When I first gave my life 
to Christ many people wanted 
to see my appearance change 
before my heart.  They were so 
concerned about making sure I 
looked “girly” rather than 
checking to see how I was do-
ing spiritually.  It was a bit sad 
and heart breaking because I 
had friends and family wanting to 
“prove my deliverance” by my looks 
instead of letting the Holy Spirit show 
people by my fruit.  Unfortunately, I 
went along with it and guess what? I 
was not happy!  I knew I was portray-
ing someone who I wasn't.  Kamara 
wasn't the type to wear skinny jeans or 
heals, but she did it because it made 
people believe she was a Christian.  
Eventually, I decided to take the right 
direction and just let the Holy Spirit 
naturally change my appearance.  Even 
to this day He is still doing a work in 
me.  This year I decided to start wear-
ing even more girly clothes and a bit of 

makeup.  I know now these thing do 
not define me as a woman of God, ra-
ther the light that shines through me, 
and the fruit I produce defines who I 
am in Christ. 

John 16:13 “Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he 
will shew you things to come.” 

I have heard people say that they have 
heard the Lord speak to them. Even 
though he spoke to me to let me know 
that no one is born gay, I never knew 
that he would constantly speak to you 
about ANYTHING.  I figured maybe 
only spiritual things, but boy was I 
wrong.  During my college years I end-
ed up meeting a good Christian broth-
er.  He was so on fire for the Lord, and 
I loved his enthusiasm. Deep into the 
semester he started getting into a lot of 
false doctrine and was quickly chang-
ing as a person.  A friend of mine and I 
noticed, and we tried to talk to him, but 

it seemed that he didn't want to listen.  
Unfortunately, he ended up killing 
himself in the ocean.  At the time no 
one knew where he had gone and po-
lice were all over the campus trying to 
find him.  I remember waking up one 
on a Saturday morning hearing clear as 
day “He's in the water”.  Confused, I 
opened my bible and just picked three 
different verses.  Each time the verse 
was about water.  The school I attend-
ed had water in different areas of the 
city, so we didn't know where to look.  
I remember telling my classmates that I 
believed he died and was in the water.  
No one wanted to believe me.  Monday 

afternoon we received an email from 
the school saying that the police had 
found his body in the water!  I was so 
shocked because the Holy Spirit was 
right!  I learned that God does care 
about the little things in our lives such 
as our friends, concerns, and loved 
ones. 

Matthew 6:31-33 “There for take no 
thought, saying, what we shall eat? Or, 
what shall we drink? Or, Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? (For after all these 
things do the Gentiles seek :) for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things. But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his right-
eousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” 

My husband and I could write a book 
about all the faith stories God has done 
for us. These verses in Matthew have 
been verses that have come to life right 
before our eyes.  God never ceases to 
amaze us at how he provides for every-
thing, including things you desire.  I 
will never forget the time I was stuck 

on the couch dealing with 
morning sickness, and my 
husband was looking through 
the cabinets wondering what 
we were going to eat.  He 
wasn't sure so he grabbed a 
couple of cans and decided 
he would just mix stuff to-
gether.  I remember silently 
praying to God how I would 
LOVE a good pizza.  A few 
minutes later we had a knock 
on our door and a friend of 
ours came in asking if we 
wanted to order pizza!  Here 
is the crazy thing.  It was 
SNOWING and he walked 
from campus to our apart-

ment which is about 20 minutes away!  
I yelled so loudly and gave him a big 
hug.  He didn't understand, but God 
had just used him to answer my prayer. 

God has shown me that the Bible is 
ALIVE, and we need to believe every-
thing that he has told us, not just some 
parts.  That means since it says Jesus is 
coming back, then he is COMING 
BACK!  Let us rejoice in knowing our 
Lord and Savior is soon to return.  
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The Least Of These 

By Rita Baker 

 

In the past few days a newspaper 

headline jumped off the front page 

of one of the newspapers I receive 

daily.  Yes, I’m a dinosaur… I still 

read the news in print form, and 

I’m just about as adamant about 

books. 

The headline was for a story about 

how many people and families 

among us are in serious economic 

distress.  The main idea of the story 

was that 37% of people and fami-

lies in our area are having trouble 

making ends meet.  This is not to 

say they are living in poverty, as 

are many.  The truth is that a family 

with two people working full time 

but earning minimum wage are still 

below the poverty line.  Shocking, 

but true. 

This is not to say that these folks 

are homeless, as are many in Jas-

per County.  It simply means they 

are not earning quite enough to 

cover life’s basic needs.  The sad-

dest thing is, many of these fami-

lies may be one job loss, one acci-

dent or illness, or one crisis of any 

nature away from becoming home-

less and in poverty. 

It never fails to shock me that, 

when I broach this subject with 

friends and acquaintances, many 

just simply don’t believe me.  They 

do not believe such problems exist 

in our area, perhaps because they 

never see the suffering.  They have 

no faces to assign to homelessness, 

poverty, or economic woes. 

I am well aware that some people 

prefer to live in homelessness.  It is 

their way of life, their lifestyle of 

choice, and all must respect that.  

But the majority do not intentional-

ly choose to live in such desperate 

circumstances.  They simply have 

no way to find the help needed to 

get out. 

Many factors can lead to homeless-

ness besides poverty.  Often, sub-

stance abuse and/or mental health 

issues are involved.  Deep divisions 

in relationships and families can 

play a part.  And there is always 

that dark area of having made bad 

choices. 

The good news is that good Chris-

tian people, organizations, groups 

and churches in Jasper County are 

not just acknowledging these prob-

lems, they are taking steps to help, 

even in small ways. 

For several years now a group 

called Friends in Hope has been 

helping those with needs in many 

ways.  The group’s members men-

tor those who want help on a one-

to-one basis.  Friends in Hope helps 

with such areas of life as housing, 

clothing, transportation, job 

searching, medical appointments, 

etc.  This is an ecumenical group of 

individuals who care enough to 

care for their fellow men, women 

and children whose lives might be 

transformed with a simple helping 

hand.  A contact person is Linda 

Curtis-Stolper who may be reached 

through First Presbyterian Church. 

A newer group is Neighbors Help-

ing Neighbors.  They have held 

clothing drives and subsequent 

giveaways and helping in other 

ways.  One very creative program 

of Neighbors Helping Neighbors is 

the twice monthly Laundry Night 

event.  Different churches provide 

the volunteer manpower to staff 

the event.  Laundry Nights are held 

on the second and fourth Mondays 

of the month from 4:00 to 8:00 PM 

at the laundromat behind Dom-

ino’s Pizza.  There is free washing, 

drying, food and children’s activi-

ties provided.  The fellowship is 

amazing!  All costs are donated by 

caring citizens and groups.   A con-

tact for Neighbors Helping Neigh-

bors is David Goos through First 

Lutheran Church.  

If you look to the east of Newton, 

there is a caring and compassion-

ate group in Lynnville at the Heart 

of Worship. They run the Heart to 

Heart Food Pantry from 5:00 – 7:30 

PM on the second Thursday and 

the fourth Monday or by appoint-

ment.  They also have major cloth-

ing collection drives and give a 

ways.  The contact person at Heart 

to Heart is Mitzi Smith.  

 

                                                      Continued... 
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The Salvation Army is a great re-

source, as it has been for many 

years in our community, providing 

food and other life needs assis-

tance in many areas.  Captain 

Janelle Cleaveland and her staff 

help hundreds every month. They 

focus on families at holiday times 

and for back-to-school supplies.  

Those in need can apply on site at 

the Salvation Army building in 

Newton. 

To further address these needs 

several area churches and groups 

are stocking “Blessing Boxes”, 

where those in need can obtain 

food and other supplies, especially 

in winter months for warmth.  The 

first area Blessing Box was an out-

reach from St. Stephen’s Episcopal 

Church, and others are following 

the lead. 

Additionally, there are numerous 

social service agencies in our area 

who are willing and able to help 

with many areas of need, the Preg-

nancy Center of Central Iowa in-

cluded.  There is an amazing net-

work between agencies and indi-

viduals with much cross-referring 

happening at all times. 

My fervent hope in writing this arti-

cle is firstly, to create a greater 

sense of awareness of the needs of 

our fellow men, women and chil-

dren living right among us.  Thirty-

seven percent of the population 

represents more than one third of 

us-more than one out of every 

three.  Secondly, if you feel called 

to help in any way, reach out to 

one of these groups.  All men-

tioned need donations, both goods 

and monetary in nature. 

It is my belief that the Lord our God 

provides us with plenty, but we 

need to learn to be better stewards 

of our blessings and learn to share.  

Throughout my life I have known 

good times and not-so-good times, 

but I have never experienced hun-

ger and I have always been blessed 

with a pillow on which to lay my 

head at night.  And the greatest 

blessing of all is found in helping 

others, as did our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Matthew 25: 35-36 

For I was hungry, and you fed me.  
I was thirsty and you gave me a 
drink.   

I was a stranger and you invited 
me into your home.  I was naked 
and you gave me clothing.   

I was in prison and you visited me.  

 

Rita Baker is the director of PCCI,           
Pregnancy Center of Central Iowa        

Newton, Iowa. 
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Take Time To Be Holy 
By La Vonne Maxwell 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
This hymn was written by British 
layman, William D. Longstaff  
(1822-1894).  His father was a 
wealthy ship owner making 
Longstaff a person of independ-
ent financial means.   
 
In 1873 Dwight Moody arrived in 
England to hold a series of evan-
gelistic meetings, but his finan-
cial sponsor died leaving them 
without a source of income. 
Longstaff came to their rescue 
by establishing a donor base,” 
allowing Moody to continue with 
revivals in London and Scotland. 
  
After hearing a sermon on         
“Be ye holy, for I am holy”, 
Longstaff wrote a poem, Take 
Time to be Holy.”  Having a very 
practical mind, his thoughts re-
quire time to develop.  The 
words, “Speak oft with the 
Lord“, reflect his personal 
experience that prayer 
deepens faith.  The words 
of the song go on to tell us 
that we can calmly face 
adversity when we allow 
Jesus to guide and direct 
our path. 
 
George Stebbins, a Chris-
tian musician, saw the po-
em and saved it.  Many 
years later, when he re-
called the poem and set it 
to music. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
It is not known whether Longstaff 
ever knew his words had been set 
to music. What does matter is he 
felt the need to write the words 
which created the opportunity for 
someone else to provide the music.  
In our lives we might not know 
what we have accomplished, but 
God takes what we do for Him, and 
uses it for His glory.   
 
I especially like the phrase “Make 
friends of God's children.”   A good 
Christian friend is a treasure, a 
source of encouragement, and a 
true blessing. 
 
Let us all take time to be holy, for 
without holiness we cannot please 
God. 

TAKE TIME TO BE HOLY 
 
 
Take time to be holy, 
Speak oft with the Lord; 
Abide in Him always, 
And feed on His Word. 
Make friends of God's chil-
dren, 
Help those who are weak, 
Forgetting in nothing, 
His blessing to seek. 
 
 
 
Take time to ne holy, 
The world rushes on; 
Spend much time in secret, 
With Jesus alone. 
By looking to Jesus, 
Like Him thou shalt be; 
Thy friends in thy conduct, 
His likeness shall see. 
 
 
 
Take time to be holy, let him 
be thy Guide; 
And run not before Him,  
Whatever betide.  
In Joy or in sorrow, still             
Follow the Lord, and    look-
ing to Jesus, still trust in His 
Word.   
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President Trump, Gov. 
Reynolds Sign       
Proclamations Of     
Religious Freedom  
By The Family Leader 

 

In honor of the Jan. 16, 1786, 
enacting of the Virginia Statute 
of Religious Freedom, 
both President Donald 
Trumpand Iowa Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds issued proclamations de-
claring Jan. 16, 2018, as Reli-
gious Freedom Day. 

Far more than flowery words, 
however, these resounding proc-
lamations directly impact Amer-
icans’ everyday lives and address 
some of the hottest controver-
sies in contemporary law. 

Speaking of the Virginia Stat-
ute, Trump proclaimed, “On the 
coattails of the American Revo-
lution … this seminal bill, 
penned by Thomas Jefferson, 
states that, ‘All men shall be free 
to profess, and by argument to 
maintain, their opinions in mat-
ters of religion, and that the 
same shall in no wise diminish, 
enlarge, or affect their civil ca-
pacities.'” 

The full text of President 
Trump’s proclamation further 
addresses a foundational con-
flict brewing in public debate 
today: specifically, whether 
“religious freedom” means 
Americans have only the free-
dom to believe (in the privacy of 
their homes and churches) or 
whether Americans have true 
religious liberty to also live and 
act in accordance with those be-
liefs. 

 

The debate has come 
to a head in recent 
weeks in a case heard 
before the U.S. Su-
preme Court –
 Masterpiece 
Cakeshop v. Colorado 
Civil Rights Commis-
sion – in which the 
Court is being asked 
to decide whether a baker has 
the right to exercise his faith in 
the operation of his business or 
whether the State of Colorado 
can compel him to check his 
faith at his cakeshop door. 

Trump’s proclamation leaves no 
doubt of where the president 
stands on the debate: 

“Our Constitution and laws 
guarantee Americans the right 
not just to believe as they see fit, 
but to freely exercise their reli-
gion,” Trump’s proclamation de-
clares. “Unfortunately, not all 
have recognized the importance 
of religious freedom, whether by 
threatening tax consequences 
for particular forms of religious 
speech, or forcing people to 
comply with laws that violate 
their core religious beliefs with-
out sufficient justification. These 
incursions, little by little, can 
destroy the fundamental free-
dom underlying our democracy. 
… No American — whether a 
nun, nurse, baker, or business 
owner — should be forced to 
choose between the tenets of 
faith or adherence to the law.” 

Gov. Reynolds’ proclama-
tion doesn’t dive so pointedly 
into the cakeshop controversy, 
but nonetheless reasserts the 
importance of religious liberty to  

 

 

America’s foundation and ad-
monishes those who would seek 
to erode it. 

“As Americans, we have enjoyed 
a heritage of faith and free-
dom,” the governor declared. 
“As the U.S. Supreme Court so 
succinctly stated, ‘We are a reli-
gious people whose institutions 
presuppose a Supreme Being.'” 

“Those who do not know history 
speak against religious freedom 
and freedom of speech,” she 
continued, “not realizing that 
these fundamental human rights 
provide the basis for all other 
rights.” 

“Both President Trump and Gov. 
Reynolds deserve to be com-
mended for these proclama-
tions,” said Bob Vander Plaats, 
president and CEO of The FAM-
iLY LEADER. “In a culture be-
ing swept away from its founda-
tions, where our most bedrock 
freedoms are being thrown un-
der the bus of political correct-
ness, we need leaders willing to 
stand against the tide and cham-
pion religious liberty. 

“Our greatest hope,” he contin-
ued, “is not in presidents and 
kings, but in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. My prayer is that Ameri-
ca will always be a land where 
her people retain the religious 
freedom to proclaim and live 
that gospel.” 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-proclaims-january-16-2018-religious-freedom-day/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-proclaims-january-16-2018-religious-freedom-day/
http://thefamilyleader.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/180116Religious-Freedom-Day18.pdf
http://thefamilyleader.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/180116Religious-Freedom-Day18.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-proclaims-january-16-2018-religious-freedom-day/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-proclaims-january-16-2018-religious-freedom-day/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-proclaims-january-16-2018-religious-freedom-day/
http://www.adflegal.org/jack-phillips
http://www.adflegal.org/jack-phillips
http://www.adflegal.org/jack-phillips
http://www.adflegal.org/jack-phillips
http://thefamilyleader.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/180116Religious-Freedom-Day18.pdf
http://thefamilyleader.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/180116Religious-Freedom-Day18.pdf
http://thefamilyleader.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/180116Religious-Freedom-Day18.pdf
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One Day At A Time 

Sweet Jesus 

By Dick Odgaard 

 

A win is a win!  

One such victory was the recent US 

Supreme Court decision in the 

Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado 

Civil Rights Commission discrimina-

tion case, a case very similar to 

ours.  My wife, Betty, and I were 

privileged to be in the chambers of 

the SCOTUS in December 2017, 

when this case was argued.  We 

were thrilled and delighted for Jack 

& Debi Phillips, owners of Master-

piece Cakeshop, when the 7 to 2 

decision was handed down in their 

favor.  This is truly a big step in the 

right direction for our society and 

country, but it is only one step.  

While those who oppose this deci-

sion are predictably prophesying 

rampant discrimination, those in 

favor should be reminded there 

will still be false accusations to 

battle.  Hopefully this decision will 

change the legal process for the 

better. 

Yes…I am indeed one of the char-

acters featured in the Odgaard’s 

Rose column here in Christian Life 

Magazine.  It was only five short 

years ago when Betty and I were 

instantly labeled as haters, racists, 

bigots, and homophobes when we 

declined to provide our services in 

a same-sex wedding ceremony at  

 

our Görtz Haus Gallery in      

Grimes, IA.   

That experience reminded us that 

being faithful to His teachings as 

we live our lives each day can be 

far more difficult than singing 

hymns of praise on Sunday     

mornings!  

I digress.  How is it that a panel of 

judges can turn the Christ ordained 

sacrament of marriage inside out?  

How is that refusing to provide ser-

vices for a wedding ceremony that 

is outside of the Biblical definition 

is deemed discriminatory?  How is 

it that the full weight and power of 

a government can find you guilty of 

discrimination by simple accusation 

and with minimal review of the 

facts? 

There is hope all around, however. 

While we earnestly pray for the 

salvation of our brothers and sis-

ters trapped in a gay lifestyle, we 

celebrate with the hundreds and 

thousands that have been restored 

by the grace of our God Almighty. 

That said, there are still many 

hearts and minds that must be 

changed, not the least of which are 

thousands in the clergy who eager-

ly preach His wonderful grace 

while overlooking His truth, the 

truth of God’s original design.  

Please be reminded that the Devil 

does not rest, so we must cheerful-

ly share the Gospel every day…one 

day at a time!  

 

Every Monday 
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Here Are Their Stories 

By Michael Davis   

Christian Life Magazine spoke with Michael Davis and was given permission to use this flyer to assure the people of Iowa that 

change is possible!  May God be glorified!  The dramatic change from Drag Performer to Child of God was a wonderful journey for 

Michael, and  Christian Life Magazine is grateful to have met Michael.   Thank you Michael.   

 

Dear Lynne Carey 

By Chris Rose  

 You and I had spoken briefly on 

99.3 The Truth FM, Faith Works 

Live, with Mike Demastus back on 

Monday July 16, 2018.  Wow, how 

brave you were to come onto a 

Christian Talk Radio Show!  Not 

that we are barbarians, it is just 

that not many Christians would 

ever sponsor or coordinate a drag 

show, especially in front of young 

hearts, children ages 5-18! And 

younger!  Most would shy away 

from difficult conversations in or-

der not to become subject to criti-

cism.  But according to ABC Chan-

nel 5, you don’t shy away from 

difficult conversation.   

I had mentioned the possible dis-
may of others and certainly mine 
that the drag bar has been dragged  

                                                      Continued... 
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into the Ames Public Library, and 

may cause more harm than the 

perceived good.  The Ames Public 

Library despite the controversy 

continues in their efforts because 

of the acclaim from local parents.    

The effect of drag shows and drag 

queen camp on our children will 

not be revealed for years to come.  

Who will become accountable for 

the damage done in children 

through your “modern” decisions?  

Tradition has a rock solid claim on 

the developmental programs that 

are suitable for children, and the 

only program I can remember simi-

lar to that of your shows are peo-

ple who dress up as farm animals 

for the sake of children’s entertain-

ment.     

If we had spent more time togeth-

er, Lynne, you would’ve under-

stood my four-decade struggle 

with Gender Nonconformity.      

Objective, professional, and non-

politicized psychologists such as Dr. 

Joseph Nicolosi say that “Gender 

Nonconformity in childhood, most 

researchers agree, is the single 

most common factor associated 

with homosexuality”.  Please for-

give me when I say that my trust in 

you will not extend past your un-

derstanding of the Dewey Decimal 

System.  These areas of child psy-

chology cannot rest in the experi-

ence of a professional Librarian, 

“Drag show”, “Drag camp” or even 

a “Drag Queen”.  The decision has 

been made and potential damage 

has occurred.  The accountability 

remains to be determined, and 

these types of decisions mark a 

person’s disqualification.  Chil-

dren’s symptomatic issues in 

“Gender Nonconformity” should 

never be affirmed by gender-

bending drag queen performances.  

There is a diagnosis and treatment 

available for Gender Non-

Conformity.  A doctor would never 

prescribe sugar to a diabetic…   

Sadly, no one in my little life had 

ever argued the case that there 

may be something tragically found 

in my early childhood develop-

ment, causing this very difficult 

identity crisis.  In fact in the year I 

was born the American Psychologi-

cal Association removed homosex-

uality as a mental disorder from its 

diagnostic and statistical manual.  

Bravo!  If this association along 

with the scientific, medical, and 

psychiatric associations would have 

agreed to remain objective, and 

stayed out of the political arenas, I 

may have been repaired sooner.  I 

was forty years old when first ad-

dressing the issues of Gender Non-

conformity. When healing came to 

my internal brokenness which was 

responsible for my former homo-

sexual behavior, what I thought 

was homosexual behavior began to 

diminish.  So much so that I no 

longer identified LGBTQ.   

I cannot totally blame any one indi-

vidual except those who are on 

paths of personal political quests.  

Those who fervently assimilate 

every environment “inclusive and 

safe for everyone” is enforcing a 

platform for the LGBTQ agenda, in 

my opinion.  I applaud your effort 

in instituting a safe environment 

for everyone, but by affirming 

LGBTQ issues above centuries old 

truth, you may have “directed” the 

marginalization of more than half 

of the Ames population.  It is rec-

orded that half of your cities popu-

lation is “religious” and that may 

indicate a heartfelt plea for your 

homosexual identified to gain heal-

ing through a relationship with   

Jesus Christ.   

In 2009 that is exactly what I did.  

Lynne, you may not understand the 

mercy of God through His Son Je-

sus Christ, but you may find these 

facts interesting.  My intent is to 

round out your understanding.  I 

hope that you will become objec-

tive and not politically motivated 

when directing the Ames Public 

Library.  That doesn’t mean you 

can’t personally fly your “gay flag”, 

but when it comes to culturing a 

community of people, your cart 

seems to be well in front of your 

horse.  

Laying out all of my cards on God’s 

table, including the fifteen year ho-

mosexual lifestyle I had lived, I sur-

rendered to God’s mercy.  I was 

dying, Lynne.  Diagnosed with dis-

orders directly resulting from my 

sexual trysts, I was on my way to 

the grave.  I cried out saying “Jesus, 

just take care of me”.     Continued...  
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At first I was taken through and 

fully understood the results of the 

cross of Jesus Christ, identifying my 

life in His and His life in mine.  Six 

years later I was introduced to a 

Psychologist, Dr. Joseph Nicolosi.  If 

you live in the progressive political 

circles long enough, you will find 

Nicolosi demonized as the reflec-

tion of Lucifer himself.  In the con-

servative Catholic world the late 

Dr. Joseph Nicolosi represents 

hope to those struggling with same

-sex-attraction.  His book, “A 

Parent’s Guide To Preventing Ho-

mosexuality”, has helped im-

mensely on issues with my own 

gender-bent perceptions.  Will you 

put this book in your library, or will 

this collection be denied because it 

cannot support a safe environment 

for everyone?  

I was raised in a very dysfunctional 

home.  My dad was abusive physi-

cally, mentally, and sexually.  This 

was certainly not a conducive envi-

ronment for children.  You and I 

should be able to agree on that un-

less the trend in your political and 

social network changes.  The posi-

tions taken by progressive thinkers 

tends to favor gender as non-

binary, rejecting the tried and true 

standard of that understood in Bib-

lical scripture.  Soon, and I will say 

very soon, the thousands of per-

sons who no longer suffer in Gen-

der Nonconformity will embarrass 

organizations such as the Ames 

Public Library who thought that the 

horse should push the cart.  Your 

organization seemingly has reject-

ed responsible approaches to the 

development of children and adults 

who may suffer with Gender Non-

conformity.  Did you know that 

Gender Nonconformity comes with 

depression and anxiety?  It is 

now being said that the Ames 

Public Library is the newest po-

litical platform on behalf of the 

LGBTQ community.  Look, these 

men and women who are com-

ing out of homosexuality in 

droves unravels your argument.  

The current findings of “repair”, 

when addressing the root prob-

lem associated with Gender 

Nonconformity, homosexual be-

havior gradually subsides and 

much to your surprise this cou-

rageous population of men and 

women considers themselves 

free from homosexual identifica-

tion.  I am one of those people 

which in my “opinion” puts your 

Public Library to shame.   

Many of these “repaired” former 

homosexuals were molested, en-

countered sexual experiences in 

their adolescence, and some refuse 

their own gender because it repre-

sents hatred and abuse. 

Lynne, I am afraid you doing more 

harm than good.  It not just “art”.  

The verdict is still out on “identity”.  

We simply don’t know enough to 

sponsor drag queen camp for our 

male/female youth who sympto-

matically show signs of Gender 

Nonconformity.  What’s wrong 

with having fun at drag camp?  

Well, it’s all fun and games until a 

child gets hurt! 

  

 

 

 

 

Chris Rose is the founder of          

Christ Rose Ministries and is called to 

“Go out and feed many”.                   

For Christ Rose Ministries to come and 

speak with your congregation please 

contact the ministry at:                    

christroseministries@gmail.com      

Facebook@ChristRoseMinistries 
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A Republic, If You Can 

Keep It: A Defense Of 

The Electro College                              

By John Hendrickson  

 

“A lady asked Dr. Franklin, ‘Well, 
Doctor, what have we got a republic or 
a monarchy?’— ‘A republic,’ replied 

the Doctor, ‘If you can keep it.” 

Benjamin Franklin 

 

President Donald Trump recently stat-
ed that he would like to see the Elec-
toral College replaced with a direct 
election of the president by a popular 
vote. The Electoral College is one of 
the most misunderstood elements of 
our constitutional system and it often 
falls under criticism by members of 
both political parties. Abolishing the 
Electoral College and replacing it with 
a direct national vote would be a colos-
sus disaster and undermine our repub-
lican form of government.    

 

The debate is not new to American 
politics—whether or not the Electoral 
College should be replaced by a direct 
national popular vote for president—
but the question, and the resolution, 
goes deeper than just elections, poli-
tics, and representation. It goes directly 
into the heart of our constitutional Re-
public. The Electoral College is funda-
mental to our constitutional system of 
limited government, federalism, equal 
representation, and separation of pow-
ers.  

 

Advocates of the direct national popu-
lar vote believe the Electoral College is 
a relic. In addition, they argue that the 
current system reflects voter’s decision 
on a state-by-state level and not on a 
national level. The conclusion: A di-
rect national popular vote would be 
more democratic, recognize the nation-
wide presidential preference, and truly 
carry out the dream of equal represen-
tation, the famous one man-one vote 
concept. To many voters this probably 
sounds like a good idea, but, this is just 

another attempt to break down and 
eliminate our constitutional Republic. 

 

Before making a constitutional defense 
of the Electoral College, it is necessary 
to explain what it is, because the Col-
lege is one of the most misunderstood 
concepts in American government. 
The Electoral College is defined in 
Article II, Section I of the Constitution, 
which was later amended under 
Amendment XII. The Electoral Col-
lege is a body of electors that are cho-
sen in each state when citizens cast 
their ballot for a presidential candidate.  

 

When a presidential vote takes place 
every four years, citizens are actually 
voting for electors, rather than the spe-
cific candidate. For example, a vote for 
Donald J. Trump in 2016 would repre-
sent a vote for a Republican elector 
and vice-versa.  The winner of the plu-
rality of votes in the November then 
goes on to win that particular state’s 
slate of electors.  In December, elec-
toral ballots are cast in state capitals 
and the process is completed in Janu-
ary, of the New Year, when the ballots 
are counted before a joint session of 
Congress.  

 

The Electoral College was created by a 
compromise during the great debates 
that resulted in the written Constitution 
of 1787; in fact, the Founder’s rejected 
a measure calling for the direct elec-
tion of the president. The simple argu-
ment for keeping the Electoral College 
is the fact that it works. More im-
portantly we are a nation of “United 
States.” It is important to remember 
that the individual states created the 
Constitution and not the other way 
around. In addition, through federal-
ism, the Constitution gives states sov-
ereign power through the 10th Amend-
ment, and the powers of the national 
government are limited by Article I, 
Section VIII, which lists the enumerat-
ed powers of Congress. In Federalist # 
45 James Madison wrote: “The powers 
delegated by the proposed Constitution 
to the federal government are few and 
defined. Those which are to remain in 
the State governments are numerous 
and indefinite.” In other words the 
Electoral College preserves federalism. 

 

Politically speaking the Electoral Col-
lege offers equal representation. A di-
rect popular vote would force candi-
dates and elections to be determined by 
the large metropolitan cities, while the 
current system, allows voters in small-
er states to have an equal voice. In ad-
dition, a direct popular vote would 
force presidential candidates and polit-
ical parties to target their platforms to 
the wishes of the major urban centers. 
This system would be great for Boston, 
San Francisco, or New York City, but 
not good for rural, small town Ameri-
ca. “Voters in southern, Midwestern, 
and western states—derided as 
‘flyover’ country—tend to value fami-
ly, religion, individual liberty, property 
rights, and gun rights. Washington 
elites abhor these values, and they hate 
that middle and rural America hold any 
political power whatsoever,” wrote 
former presidential candidate and Rep-
resentative Ron Paul. 

 

The United States Senate is another 
example. Part of the compromise in 
framing the Constitution was balancing 
the interests of large and small states. 
The Congress reflects that compromise 
with the House of Representatives 
based on population and the Senate has 
equal population. Larger states have 
greater representation in the House, 
while every state has equal representa-
tion in the Senate. Smaller states are 
protected in the Senate with equal rep-
resentation. As George F. Will argues: 

Do critics want to abolish the Senate 
as well? Delaware, the least populous 
state in 1789, was understandably the 
first to ratify the Constitution with its 
equal representation of states in the 
Senate: Virginia, the most populous, 
had eleven times more voters. Today 
Wyoming’s Senators’ votes can cancel 
those of California’s Senators, who 
represent sixty-nine times more peo-
ple. If that offends you, so does Ameri-
ca’s constitutional federalism. The 
electoral-vote system, like the Consti-
tution it serves, was not devised by, 
and should not be revised by simple-
minded majoritarian.  

 

https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/05/president-trump-electoral-college-complaints-unfounded/
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/defense-electoral-college
https://www.lewrockwell.com/2004/11/ron-paul/all-hail-the-electoral-college/
https://www.amazon.com/Happy-Eye-But-America-1997-2002/dp/0684838214/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525697332&sr=8-1&keywords=with+a+happy+eye%2C+but
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The Electoral College protects from 
political factions, works to prevent 
voter fraud, and provides a solid rea-
son for consensus building in presiden-
tial campaigns. As an example, in 
2016, President Trump was able to 
build a coalition that consisted of not 
only Republicans, but also independ-
ents and many blue-collar Democrats. 
This coalition was an instrumental fac-
tor in President Trump winning the 
election. Many examples could be ex-
amined throughout our history, but the 
point is that the Electoral College forc-
es candidates and political parties to 
build coalitions.  

 

This brief essay can only mention the 
major arguments surrounding the im-
portance of the Electoral College, but a 
strong recommendation will be made 
for concerned citizens to read Securing 
Democracy: Why We Have an Elec-
toral College, edited by Gary L. Gregg 
II. Tara Ross has also written two ex-
cellent books on the Electoral College, 
Enlightened Democracy: The Case for 
the Electoral College and The Indis-
pensable Electoral College: How the 
Founders' Plan Saves Our Country 
from Mob Rule. 

 
The term and concept of Democracy is 

being preached in both domestic and 

foreign policy circles, but we must re-

mind ourselves that our system is a 

constitutional Republic and not a de-

mocracy. As John Samples, director of 

the Center for Representative Govern-

ment at the CATO Institute, wrote: “If 

the Founders had wished to create a 

pure democracy, they would have done 

so. Those who now wish to do away 

with the Electoral College are wel-

come to amend the Constitution, but if 

they succeed, they will be taking 

America further away from its roots as 

a constitutional republic.”  

 

John Hendrickson is a policy analyst 
with Iowans for Tax Relief, West Des 
Moines, Iowa 

 

Controlling State   
Government Spending 
By John Hendrickson 

 

Government spending is a concern to 

many Iowans. Individuals, families, 

and businesses across Iowa all follow a 

budget that is not guaranteed to in-

crease every year, yet Iowa’s budget 

continues to grow.  Iowa’s state budget 

is $7.3 billion and even with the budg-

et increasing every year the demands 

on government continue to grow. The 

question the legislature needs to ask is 

how can the state meet priorities, raise 

enough revenue, while at the same 

time spend tax dollars wisely. The an-

swer to this question rests in following 

a policy blueprint that lowers tax rates, 

keeps spending levels low, and estab-

lishes the priorities of government.  

 
The legislature should follow priority-

based budgeting, which defines the 

most important objectives of state gov-

ernment. In determining the priorities 

of the state budget legislators must 

address these questions: 

 
What is the role of govern-

ment? 

What are the essential ser-

vices government must pro-

vide to fulfill its purpose? 

How will we know if govern-

ment is doing a good job? 

What should all of this cost? 

When cuts must be made, 

how will they be properly 

prioritized? 

 

The first priority of any government is 

to provide for the common defense and 

safety of the citizenry and upholding 

liberty. In Article 1, the Iowa Constitu-

tion provides that government is 

“instituted for the protection, security, 

and benefit of the people…” The Iowa 

Constitution mandates that the state 

protect the natural rights of all Iowans, 

which “include enjoying and defending 

life and liberty, acquiring, possessing 

and protecting property, and pursuing 

and obtaining safety and happiness.” 

This is the main priority for state gov-

ernment. 

 
Nevertheless, there will be disagree-

ments on what should be the additional 

priorities of the government. Progres-

sives and liberals argue that public ed-

ucation, health care, and numerous 

other programs are grossly underfund-

ed and need more taxpayer dollars. 

Voices from the left have called for 

universal state-single single payer 

health care in Iowa. Even in the last 

legislative session some Republicans 

demanded state spending grow 4 per-

cent annually before they would sup-

port reducing individual income tax 

rates. 

 
When taxpayers hear policymakers 

demanded more spending or new pro-

grams they should ask where the mon-

ey will come from within the budget or 

what taxes will be raised to finance 

new spending? As an example, educa-

tion is and should be a priority of the 

legislature, but this does not mean that 

structural reforms cannot be made to 

improve educational outcomes in    

Iowa.   

The majority of Iowa’s budget is spent 
on education and Medicaid. 

                                 

                                                        

Continued... 

https://www.amazon.com/Securing-Democracy-Have-Electoral-College/dp/188292665X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525696121&sr=8-1&keywords=securing+democracy
https://www.amazon.com/Securing-Democracy-Have-Electoral-College/dp/188292665X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525696121&sr=8-1&keywords=securing+democracy
https://www.amazon.com/Securing-Democracy-Have-Electoral-College/dp/188292665X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525696121&sr=8-1&keywords=securing+democracy
https://www.amazon.com/Enlightened-Democracy-Case-Electoral-College/dp/0977072223/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525696150&sr=1-3&keywords=tara+ross
https://www.amazon.com/Enlightened-Democracy-Case-Electoral-College/dp/0977072223/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525696150&sr=1-3&keywords=tara+ross
https://www.amazon.com/Indispensable-Electoral-College-Founders-Country/dp/1621576744/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525696150&sr=1-1&keywords=tara+ross
https://www.amazon.com/Indispensable-Electoral-College-Founders-Country/dp/1621576744/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525696150&sr=1-1&keywords=tara+ross
https://www.amazon.com/Indispensable-Electoral-College-Founders-Country/dp/1621576744/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525696150&sr=1-1&keywords=tara+ross
https://www.amazon.com/Indispensable-Electoral-College-Founders-Country/dp/1621576744/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525696150&sr=1-1&keywords=tara+ross
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/defense-electoral-college
https://www.alec.org/app/uploads/2011/10/Budget_toolkit.pdf
https://www.alec.org/app/uploads/2011/10/Budget_toolkit.pdf
https://www.alec.org/app/uploads/2011/10/Budget_toolkit.pdf
http://publications.iowa.gov/135/1/history/7-7.html
file:///C:/Users/dsteele/Dropbox%20(ITR)/ITR/Communications/Opinion/enjoying%20and%20defending%20life%20and%20liberty,%20acquiring,%20possessing%20and%20protecting%20property,%20and%20pursuing%20and%20obtaining%20safety%20and%20happiness
file:///C:/Users/dsteele/Dropbox%20(ITR)/ITR/Communications/Opinion/enjoying%20and%20defending%20life%20and%20liberty,%20acquiring,%20possessing%20and%20protecting%20property,%20and%20pursuing%20and%20obtaining%20safety%20and%20happiness
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For Fiscal Year 2017, 56.2 percent of 

Iowa’s budget was dedicated to fund-

ing public education, while 24.7 per-

cent was appropriated for health and 

human services. Iowa’s Medicaid pop-

ulation continues to increase, which 

will provide further stress on the state 

budget. In addition, during the last leg-

islative session legislative leaders stat-

ed that both education and Medicaid 

were “off limits” — meaning that 

these programs would not be subject to 

any budget cuts.  

 
Iowa is required to balance its budget 

every fiscal year and state code dic-

tates that the legislature can only spend 

99 percent of the revenues. This means 

that the legislature must make some 

difficult decisions when it comes to 

budgeting, because the state cannot 

rely on deficit spending. Many states 

have utilized priority-based budgeting 

to not only resolve fiscal crisis, but 

also to respect taxpayer’s dollars. The 

state of Washington utilized priority-

based budgeting to resolve a $2.4 bil-

lion budget deficit without raising tax-

es. Governor Matt Bevin in attempting 

to restore fiscal stability in Kentucky is 

currently advocating priority-based 

budgeting and “his budget calls for a 

6.25 percent spending reduction by 

eliminating 70 government programs 

and slicing administrative and over-

head costs.” 

 
Iowa should embrace priority-based 

budgeting. As the demands for more 

government spending increases, Iowa 

must learn that states with high levels 

of government spending and taxes do 

more harm because they destroy eco-

nomic growth. Illinois, Connecticut, 

among others prove that raising taxes 

to provide for more government spend-

ing is bad public policy. A hard lesson 

for many policymakers to learn is that 

the more you tax something, the less 

you will get. States that have lower tax 

rates and keep lower spending levels 

often see greater economic growth and 

more stable revenues.  

 
By following priority-based budgeting, 

Iowa will have an opportunity to not 

only review the state budget, but also 

eliminate state programs that are either 

wasteful or better served by the private 

sector. Policymakers in Iowa will also 

have to consider structural reforms to 

many state programs, especially educa-

tion and Medicaid. Priority-based 

budgeting, along with lowering tax 

rates and controlling spending will 

provide for a more stable and healthy 

budget for all Iowans.  

 

The Tax Payers   

Watchdog 

By Christopher Instad 

 

For 40 years Iowans for Tax Relief 

(ITR) has fought on behalf of the in-

terests of the taxpayer’s in Iowa. ITR 

believes Iowa’s high tax rates discour-

age economic growth and make our 

state less competitive. ITR believes 

the only special interest that should be 

represented in Des Moines is the tax-

payer.    

ITR’s history began in the mid-1970s 

when stagflation had settled in across 

the country.  High state and federal 

tax rates were helping keep Iowans 

stuck in the national malaise of both 

high inflation and unemployment. Da-

vid Stanley was an Iowa legislator 

who had served parts of three decades 

in the Iowa House and Senate. As a 

leader of Iowa’s conservative move-

ment, Dave believed that sound fiscal 

policy was more than just good eco-

nomics; he believed it was a moral 

issue. For his entire career Dave 

championed the principles of limited 

government and the protection of 

Christian values.    

In the aftermath of a close U.S. Senate 

loss to John Culver in 1974, Dave 

chose to place his time, talent, and 

resources into an organization focused 

on giving the Iowa taxpayers a voice, 

instead of returning to the legislature.  

In 1978 Dave and other like-minded 

individuals founded Iowans for Tax 

Relief.  

Dave knew that even back in the 

1970s, Iowa was a state full of special 

interests.  He believed that what Io-

wans needed, limited government and 

economic freedom, was going to be 

achieved through citizen advocacy 

and not more lawmaking.  In other 

words, the answers resided on Main 

Street, and not within the state Capi-

tol.  

Dave remained the Chairman of ITR 

from its founding in 1978 until he 

passed away in 2015.  Dave frequently 

said, essentially, "It is easier for politi-

cians to yield to the noisy special in-

terest groups when the taxpayer keeps 

QUIETLY paying the bills.”  That’s 

where ITR comes in.  We are the tax-

payer’s voice at the Capitol, remind-

ing legislators they were elected to 

serve the people back home and not 

necessarily the groups at the Capitol 

that are asking for more of your tax 

dollars.  

ITR works on supporting good policy 

and opposing bad policy.  It’s not 

much of a stretch to say that all bad 

policy leads to a tax increase.  And as 

much as we work on the policy/

legislative side of things, the truth is 

the best taxpayer protection is winning 

elections.  The reality is that Iowa is 

still a very purple state.  If conserva-

tive legislators are defeated, they are 

usually beat by high tax and high 

spend politicians not by someone who 

is more conservative.  

 

                                              Continued... 

https://www.alec.org/app/uploads/2011/10/Budget_toolkit.pdf
https://www.alec.org/app/uploads/2018/05/2018-05-31-State-of-the-States.pdf
http://www.taxeducationfoundation.org/04-09-18/
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Dave believed the reason for high tax-

es and out-of-control spending was the 

powerful special interests pressuring 

legislators to keep the money flowing.  

Sadly, that dynamic remains. ITR is 

one of the few groups speaking for 

you, the Iowa taxpayer.   

The solution is also still the same: put 

state government on sensible, reducing 

diet.  That diet could be in the form of 

two constitutional amendments. First, 

limit spending to 99% of estimated 

revenue to slow the rate of growth. 

Second, make it harder to take more 

money from Iowans by requiring ap-

proval from two-thirds of the legisla-

tors in the house and senate for any 

tax or fee increase. Neither one of 

these amendments will require painful 

cuts.   

 

Iowa does not need just tax reform, we 

need tax relief! Our tax system is too 

complex. Our top end individual in-

come tax rate is the second highest of 

the surrounding states and our corpo-

rate income tax rate is the highest in 

the nation. We need to simplify the 

system, lower rates, and stop picking 

winners and losers through so many 

tax credits.  

ITR believes our work is really a two-

way street.  While we do work on your 

behalf, and try to keep you aware of 

what is happening at the Capitol, we 

need you to do work for us, and to 

keep us informed about what is hap-

pening in your community.  

Ultimately, the question we want to 

ask each of you is this, do you believe 

Iowans should keep more of their own 

dollars in their own bank accounts?  If 

you agree with that then it’s worth 

keeping in mind what Dave Stanley 

first alluded to years ago, that “it’s 

easier for our leaders to keep spending 

money on special interests if we the 

taxpayers keep QUIETLY paying the 

bill.”  Let your elected officials know 

what you want from them.  Help us be 

your voice at the Capitol.  Visit our 

website, taxrelief.org to become a 

member and receive our email news-

letters. Like and follow us on Face-

book (@IowansforTaxRelief) and 

Twitter (@ITRWatchdog) to engage 

on social media.   

Christopher Ingstad is President of 

Iowa’s for Tax Relief, West Des 

Moines, Iowa. 

 

John Hendrickson is a policy analyst 

with Iowans for Tax Relief, West Des 

Moines, Iowa. 

Hey there,  

I‘m lame, but my story isn’t. While faced with a 

crippling health crisis from a Fluoroquinolone 

antibiotic, God never ceased to work miracu-

lously in my trial. Life threw me some dung, but 

God is teaching me how to use it as fertilizer to 

grow my mustard seed of faith.   Amy Moser 

Buy your copy @ 

Amazon.com 

iTunes  

Barnes & Noble 
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Have We Reached The 

Point Of No Return In 

The US                        
By Norm Rozendaal 

 

242 years ago 13 colonies of resource-

ful people gained independence from 

the mother-land.  The resourcefulness 

and ingenuity resulted in growth and a 

prosperous future led to a better life, 

developing a civilization never before 

experienced by the world. Our forefa-

thers were strong individuals who 

sought to better themselves in a culture 

honoring the Almighty God, giving 

respect to others, and choosing free 

enterprise as a means of doing busi-

ness.  For these reasons our beloved 

country prospered and grew, imple-

menting new and innovative ideas in 

government, industry, and agriculture. 

We became a nation, “shining upon a 

hill”, a melting pot of various cultures 

and nationalities that lead the world to 

the industrial age.  Our country was 

transported from the era of the buggy 

whip, wooden plow, and the ox cart to 

the jet age.  This is a true blessing from 

the Almighty God.  Our gratitude was 

corporately shared by honoring Him. 

How quickly we have become, as Isra-

el did, a nation who forgot its roots and 

turned from our creator to run and rule 

by our own devices.  What we are ex-

periencing as a result in our new de-

clining culture is a desire to have an 

“it’s all about me” frame of mind.  Our 

leadership, divided into two major po-

litical parties have now drawn lines 

and dug in not willing to cooperate 

with each other when enacting legisla-

tion, enforcing current law, electing a 

president, seating a supreme court jus-

tice, or even giving truth in media re-

porting of the events.  Statements and 

actions by our current duly elected 

leadership are intentionally misinter-

preted by bias media reporting.  Bias is 

the standard of the day while truth and 

righteousness are cast out in an attempt 

to obtain power and control.  The idea 

that winning is the ultimate goal leav-

ing out common sense, legislation for 

the good of the country, and abandon-

ing the “Golden Rule” has brought us 

to a point of contention and the desire 

to destroy the opposition at all costs.  

Civility and compassion are by-gone 

words today. 

In history, a civil war has an origin 

beginning with two opposing world 

views, people unwilling to compro-

mise, lines being drawn in the sand, 

and an attitude of digging in and not 

budging. We now have seated senators 

calling for civil disruption of private 

lives of those who work for our presi-

dent.  This should be considered incit-

ing riot because there are useful idiots 

among us with perverted minds willing 

to do the bidding of the “cause” that is 

paramount in their sick view of what 

will result from their actions. 

America has been a safe place where 

rule of law prevailed.  Sadly, today 

that has changed.  We are experiencing 

an influx of illegal aliens flowing over 

our southern border, coming here with 

women and children seeking to better 

themselves and their way of life.  Our 

laws prohibit illegal entry into the US.  

There is a path to citizenship spelled 

out clearly in seated, time honored, 

immigration law.  It has worked for 

centuries.  Lately, previous administra-

tions in Washington have told the bor-

der patrol to stand down and ignore the 

stated laws allowing illicit drugs, sex 

traffickers, terrorists, and known felons 

free access into our sovereign land.   

Giving citizenship to “anchor babies” 

by intentionally misinterpreting the 

14th amendment, openly welcoming 

the off spring of illegal aliens into full 

citizenship, was common practice.  

Recently, detained illegal aliens have 

been released with their promise that 

they would later appear in court.  Of 

course the “border law breaker” never 

again appears and lived under the radar 

from then on.  As a result, our govern-

ment housed them, gave them driver’s 

licenses, educated their off spring, 

gave them medical care and issued 

them food stamps all the while they 

refuse to adopt English as their prima-

ry language and demand that the holi-

days of their original nation be cele-

brated here.  

Some liberal cities have taken on the 

role of “sanctuary cities status” taxing 

the legitimate citizens to subsidize the 

illegal aliens who have learned quickly 

to leach off the backs of the American 

taxpayer.  This has resulted in the citi-

zens of those cities experiencing local 

governments that cannot financially 

sustain this wild and reckless behavior. 

We, as Americans, cannot remain si-

lent and complacent to the subtle de-

grading change taking place.  We must 

demand that our leadership abide by 

the law and work tirelessly to maintain 

the sovereignty of our Great Nation.  If 

we fail to hold them accountable while 

doing the “people’s work” we will be 

changed into a third world banana re-

public of lawless individuals leading to 

our ultimate demise as a dominate 

world power and self- governing na-

tion.  Our civil rights will be erased 

and our way of life will be changed for 

the worse for ever.  

It’s not too late but we must act now 

and vet our elected candidates to dis-

cern those who will up hold our laws 

and stand in the gap for “we the peo-

ple”.  The evil one is alive and well but 

we have a much greater power on our 

side if we but honor Him, trust Him, 

and seek discernment from Him.  With 

that comes responsibility of gaining 

knowledge of our elected representa-

tives and their beliefs.  Then we must 

work to support the “right ones” and 

continue to hold their feet to the fire on 

our behalf.  
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Hope Depot You Can 

Do It He Can Help 

By Amy Moser 

 

Isaiah 41:13 “For I the LORD thy God 
will hold thy right hand, saying unto 
thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” 
 
I recent conversation caused me to 
reflect upon my personal battle with 
hope, when my daughter fell and 
broke her arm. I’d packed her up and 
taken her to urgent care.  We signed 
in, "Have you ever broken anything?” 
My daughter laughed, raised her eye-
brows, and said, "What hasn't she bro-
ken? My Mom has had like twenty one 
surgeries." This led to a conversation. 
She turned to me and inquired, "Well 
you have a great attitude! You seem to 
be dealing with this very well." I 
laughed and reassured her that at 
eight years post...I'd had a lot of time 
to think about it and I certainly didn't 
start out that way. I still battle many 
emotions connected to it, but I've ar-
rived at a place where I have to accept 
that my plan is not always the same as 
God's plan.  
 
I recently read in the news of a couple 
of suicides that made my heart sink. I 
wonder how long these individuals felt 
hopeless before deciding they couldn't 
take any more. I would be lying if I did-
n't tell you that for about a solid year, I 
fantasized about something abstract 
killing me. During the worst of my 
Fluoroquinolone physical breakdown, I 
was overwhelmed with an exhausted 
and sad heaviness, like I'd never expe-
rienced in my life. I never plotted sui-
cide, but I kind of rooted for a meteor 
or bolt of lightning to quickly end my 
suffering. I'd lost my identity and inde-
pendence, and barely clung to hope 
that I'd find my way to the end of this 
tunnel. In the midst of ongoing dark-
ness, I realized that all of my hopes of 
returning to normal and reversing this 
damage, were not to be found within 

the capabilities of any power on earth. 
Doctors couldn’t cure this; there were 
no treatments guaranteeing results. 
We are still so in the dark about Fluo-
roquinolone damage that many peo-
ple still don't know it exists. My body 
was so broken I couldn’t dress myself. 
I realized I needed a new game plan if I 
was going to mentally, spiritually, and 
emotionally survive this, even if my 
body didn't. How could I hang on to 
the shred of hope I had left, and not 
let my disappointment with the hand 
I'd been dealt also snuff out my faith? 
During this time, I finally began to un-
derstand a scripture I'd wondered 
about my whole life.  
 
John 12:25 “He that loveth his life shall 
lose it; and he that hateth his life in 
this world shall keep it unto life eter-
nal”. 
 
This scripture didn't jive when my life 
was easy. I have so much to be thank-
ful for and I love my family and friends 
so much, that it kept me from consid-
ering suicide. I couldn't bear the 
thought of them ever feeling like they 
weren't  reason enough for me to 

keep going, but I was desperate for 
relief. This scripture is quoted six 
different ways, but here are two that 
vary the most in verbiage. 
 
Luke 17:33 “Whosoever shall seek to 
save his life shall lose it; and whosoev-
er shall lose his life shall preserve it.” 
 
Mark 8:35 “For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it; but whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the gos-
pel's, the same shall save it.” 
 
I was desperately holding onto a plan 
that was not God's plan. I was trying to 

save the life I'd envisioned for myself. 
The more I fought, the more discon-
tented I became. I was devastated at 
what I thought my future should look 
like.  The only way I was going to find 
peace was to lay the life I'd pictured 
down at the altar of God, in exchange 
for His plan. To submit to someone or 
something completely, you have to 
trust them completely. The hardest 
thing in this life, is to trust fall into the 
arms of the invisible. What is this plan 
I am promised if I lay down my will? 
God’s plan promises I will never have 
to go through life alone, that He will 
do what is perfect for my soul, and 
that He will deliver me from spiritual 
death. 
 

Deuteronomy 31:8 “And the LORD, he 
it is that doth go before thee; he will 
be with thee, he will not fail thee, nei-
ther forsake thee: fear not, neither be 
dismayed.” 
 

Proverbs 18:10 “The name of the 
LORD is a strong tower: the righteous 
runneth into it, and is safe.” 

 

Psalm 33:18-22  
“Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon 
them that fear him, upon them that 
hope in his mercy; To deliver their 
soul from death, and to keep them 

alive in famine. Our soul waiteth for 
the LORD: he is our help and our 
shield. For our heart shall rejoice in 
him, because we have trusted in his 
holy name.” 
 

Isaiah 40: 31 “Yet those who wait for 
the LORD Will gain new strength; They 
will mount up with wings like eagles, 
They will run and not get tired, They 
will walk and not become weary.”  
 
 
       
                                                       Continued... 

“I recently read in the news of 

a couple of suicides that made 

my heart sink.” 
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I am not promised “my” plan. I am 
promised that the suffering will not 
last into the next life. I am promised 
that God has the best plan for my 
soul's sake, He will never leave me 
alone, He will sustain me, and some-
day...He will wipe away all of the tears 
and remove all suffering. Life without 
God, holds no promise and leaves me 
with the broken shards of my plans 
without consolation. I opted for the 
spiritual value meal, super-sized. 
 
There were days I screamed my pray-
ers into the air. When I was alone in 
my house I just blurted it out to God. It 
wasn't pretty or eloquent: it was des-
perate and needy and helpless. Days, 
weeks, and months went by feeling 
like God was with me, but maddening-
ly silent. “Why won't you answer? Tell 
me what to do! Help me please, God! 
Help me, this hurts so so bad! I'm los-
ing it. I am a burden to my family, and 
I hate myself. Please kill me if this isn't 
going to get better and I will lose my 
faith. Please have mercy on me.” 
 
Many prayers of desperation, some-
how brought me peace. Sometimes I'd 
exhaust myself with it, but peace 
would take hold at the end. The vom-
iting of all of it out to God was a purg-
ing of all of the worries and evils that 
ate at me. Forcing the fears out into 
the open in front of God, lessened my 
anxiety, and I could mentally rest for a 
bit. So many of those prayers ended in 
me telling God that I knew He was 
with me, even if He was quiet. 
 
Thousands of changes have transpired 
since that day seven years ago.  The 
change that has allowed me to keep 
walking when the end of this tunnel is 
not visible, is this one thing. Jesus is 
with me, and He is enough. He sus-
tains me when nothing else does. 
While my plan was demolished, His 
plan birthed more blessings that I 
could have dreamed. Priceless friend-
ships formed in the darkest times of 
my life. I discovered talents and pas-

sions I didn't even know I had, and an 
immense change took place in me 
spiritually. I am more at peace than I 
was many years ago in the best of 
health. Ironically, I believe this peace 
to be the result of accepting the life 
God envisioned for me. The life where 
eternal life is the pinnacle, and not 
some goal I've attained here on earth. 
Suffering and discomfort brings about 
positive change, spiritual progress, 
and countless valuable blessings that 
feed my faith further. This plan is 
better than what I hoped for, because 
it leads me to the right destination...to 
my Father in Heaven.  
 
God’s plan grants the hope of some-
thing to look forward to, and the 
knowledge that we aren't alone even 
in the worst of life. These two im-
portant pieces, still carry me through 
the hard days. God is with me whether 
I'm on Everest, or fallen through the 
floor of an outhouse. He is with me, 
and there will someday be a day of 
relief and eternal rest where none of 
the things that break my heart can 
reach me. 
 
The life basket holds a sweet and sour 
load. No one has it all, except the one 
who has Jesus. He is 
the bridge to every-
thing we have ever 
hoped for. He is 
enough. He can get 
us through the worst 
of life. Even the son 
of God endured his 
Father’s plan.  
 
There is no darkness 
that can hide us from 
his rescue, and no sin 
He has not already 
overcome. If we hold 
on, keep praying, and 
allow God to work in 
our hearts and minds 
and direct our path, 
we will see God turn 
trial into triumph.  

 
 
 
 
James 1:12 “Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love him.” 
 
It was never the intent for us humans 
to do this life thing alone. God always 
intended to be here for us as an aide, 
help, sustainer, savior, Father, and 
friend. It doesn't matter that I can't do 
it, because He can, and He promises to 
never leave or forsake me. That’s a 
better guarantee than anything I've 
ever been promised. God is always on 
call, has the best advice, knows the 
way, and has a purpose. If you are 
feeling low, worried, anxious, or 
lost...get on your knees and call Hope 
Depot. You can do it. He can help. 
 
Micah 7:7 “Therefore I will look unto 
the LORD; I will wait for the God of my 
salvation: my God will hear me.” 
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No Condemnation 

By Brad Hendrickson                            

Minute Ministries  

 

“Therefore there is now no con-

demnation [no guilty verdict, no 

punishment] for those who are in 

Christ Jesus [who believe in Him as 

personal Lord and Savior].” Ro-

mans 8:1 (Amp.)  

If you are struggling with guilt or 

condemnation because of some-

thing you did many years ago, or 

even five minutes ago, this encour-

agement is for you.  God does not 

holding things over you.  He never 

tells us that we aren’t worthy or 

judges us.  John 3:17 says that He 

sent His son not to condemn the 

world.  In that one scripture we 

have been given assurance that 

condemnation does not come from 

God.  

 If you are a believer in Christ and 

you have received Him as Lord and 

Savior, your past is gone.  You have 

been given a clean slate.  Lamenta-

tions 3:22-23 tells us that His mer-

cies are new every morning.  Guilt 

and condemnation comes from the 

enemy.  Satan constantly tries to 

keep us in that mindset.   

“Then I heard a loud voice in heav-

en, saying, now the salvation, and 

the kingdom [dominion, reign] of 

our God, and the authority of His 

Christ have come, for the accuser 

of our [believing] brothers and sis-

ters has been thrown down [at 

last], he who accuses them and 

keeps bringing charges [of sinful 

behavior] against them before our 

God day and night.” Rev. 12:10 

(Amp.)  

The enemy will always try to keep 

you feeling guilty and condemned, 

so we as believers must renew our 

mind daily in God’s word.  If you 

continue reading in Revelation, 

chapter 12 and verse 11 it says, 

“And they overcame and con-

quered him because of the blood of 

the lamb and the word of their tes-

timony.”  

Stop trying to take the punishment 

that Jesus already took for us.  His 

blood covered all of our sin at the 

cross.  The enemy (satan) has been 

defeated, don’t listen anymore to 

the lies he whispers to you. 

Through Christ, know that you’re 

forgiven and clean. 

 

Pastor Brad Hendrickson is the founder of 

Minute Ministries.  Facebook/Minute Min-

istries.  Batavia, Iowa 
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“No matter what you have done, no matter how far you may have traveled away from God, His hand is still 

reaching out to you today.  You can be the Sheep of His Hand.  God is ready to bring you “New Life” through 

His Son Jesus.  If you are ready for a new start, then make a new start with Jesus today...  

It’s simple.  Every person born is dead in trespasses and sin, and every person born needs “New Life”.  When 

you ask Jesus to come into your life you are asking for Him to make you whole, a new creation.  Your sins are 

then put onto Jesus and His righteousness is put into you.  This is God’s plan for His creation.  It is finished, 

sin will no longer have dominion over you. 

You’ve probably heard that Jesus died on the cross for your sins.  This means that the death of Jesus has paid 

the price for every man’s sin.  You see sin needs a death payment.  It will either be you or Jesus.  Since Jesus 

already paid that price and has risen from the dead, declaring that sin is defeated, the “ball” is now in your 

court.   

Salvation is literally on the tip of your tongue.  “...because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  

Romans 10:9 ESV 

Love, 

Christian Life Magazine 

 

Thank you to all of our “Ministry Messengers” who faithfully send out this Pure Gospel Publica-

tion to everyone who needs it.  

If you would like to become a Ministry Messenger please go to our website-                          

ChristianLifeMagazine.org or send your request to MinistryMessengers@gmail.com  

 

We want to publish your testimony, or a letter to Christian Life Magazine. 

Please send your letters of 500 words or less to:  

Christian Life Magazine 

P.O. Box 445  

Newton, IA 50208 or to:  

ChristianLifeMagazine.org  

Submission does not guarantee publication.  

All letters containing hateful, graphically lewd gestures of disrespect, or the misuse of Holy Biblical Scripture will not be published. 

All  letters received, including digital correspondence becomes the property of Christian Life Magazine and cannot be returned even when in-

structed.  

 

Christian Life Magazine is a registered non-profit organization who neither supports or endorses any political candidate.  Political commentary 

is strictly informational, for the perceived  interests of the reader of Christian Life Magazine. 
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