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Inspired By Nature 

By David Faircloth 

 

The Red-shafted Flicker or Northern Flicker of Western North America is of the 

woodpecker family that spends a lot of time on the ground eating aunts and 

other insects.  This series of photos was taken in a very arid part of California 

just  after the bird took off from watering at a seep below a pond.  To catch it 

three times at the bottom of it’s wing flap was awesome.  

 

 

Spending time with nature always inspires me and brings me close to God.  Even 

in the city there are parks and homes with trees where we can see bird and in-

sects that can bring back the joy we felt in our youth.   
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Enjoy one free kids meal with the purchase of any adult 

entrée. Days and times of availability may vary. Contact 

your local Perkins® for more information.  

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/ia/newton/1505-w-19th-st-s.html 
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God Even Dresses The  

Grass To The Nines  
By Amy Moser 

 

Luke 12:28 “If then God so clothe 
the grass, which is to day in the 
field, and tomorrow is cast into the 
oven; how much more will he 
clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
 
I’ll never forget the day my hus-
band fell unemployed.  We’d been 
married for 4 years, and had two 
very young boys.  How on earth 
were we going to take care of our 
needs?  These babies needed dia-
pers, doctors, food, and formula.  
The anxiety appeared in waves.  
One moment I felt reassured that 
God would provide in spite of our 
circumstances, and at other times I 
lay awake at night with a knot in 
my gut wondering what we would 
do about shoes and groceries.  Los-
ing your income is scary and stress-
ful.  Suddenly so much of the fu-
ture feels unsure, unpredictable, 
and ominous.  
 
This conundrum proved to be an 
opportunity to see God miracu-
lously provide for our needs.  
Jesus once fed a multitude with 5 
fishes and 5 loaves.  Over the next 
10 months, God multiplied our pro-
visions to always be just enough 
for our need.  
 
We didn’t twiddle our thumbs 
waiting for a solution to arrive.  My 
husband and I both snagged finan-
cial opportunity when it presented 
itself.  My husband filled out re-
sumes and applications every day 
while looking for jobs.  Some days 
we drove around dropping them 

off and inquiring about positions.  I 
took advantage of occasional 
painting or mural jobs and 
babysitting. This went on for 10 
long months.  Each month that 
passed seemed to take some of the 
wind out of our sails.  It was ex-
hausting to have no certain 
paycheck on the horizon.  Occa-
sionally, worry would burst in like 
the “Tasmanian devil of anxiety”, 
and we would have to pray to calm 
that crazy whirlwind of emotion.  
 
 At first I thought this trial was ter-
rible timing.  We’d moved into our 
first house a month before, and we 
had small children.  Ironically, this 
proved to be a blessing in disguise.  
With the equity from selling our 
condo, we were able to stretch 
that equity out over the unem-
ployed months.  We occasionally 
got a financial boost, like our tax 
return, or generosity from a friend 

with an odd job.  Both sets of our 
parents helped financially when 
they could, trying to take some of 
the heaviness off of our shoulders.  
It made that tiny safety net stretch 
a bit farther.  I began to witness 
our smallest increase, somehow 
always having enough to make 
ends meet. 
 
Philippians 4:19 “But my God shall 
supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 
My perception of need really 
changed through this situation.  I 
used to see need with many more 
wants.  Now I see need quite a bit 

more basic.  I don’t need to be 
dressed to the nine’s, but I do need 
the peace of God.  We need food, 
clothes, and shelter, but above all, 
our number one need is a close 
personal relationship with God.  
With God, we have confidence in 
His promise to provide.  Even when 
we don’t understand how, God will 
sustain us. That one thing carried 
us through many intrusions of wor-
ry and anxiety during our situation.  
 
Luke 9:58 “And Jesus said unto 
him, Foxes have holes, and birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son of 
man hath not where to lay his 
head.” 
 
Technically speaking, Jesus was 
homeless.  Of course, his home 
was truly in Heaven, but he wasn’t 
dressed to the nine’s with a man-
sion and a yacht.  I’m sure the 
yacht might have made his travels 
more convenient, and a flashy robe 
may have helped draw some atten-
tion, but that wasn’t his point in 
being here.  He was here to set an 
example.  Don’t get too attached to 
comfort and things.  All of it will 
someday go away, and we will go 
home without our stuff.  I also be-
lieve he was showing us that it’s 
imperative for us to help the needy 
when we see an opportunity.  In 
1st Kings, there is a perfect exam-
ple of this.  The story of the widow 
of Zerapheth.  Elijah asked her to 
make him cake with the last of her 
flour and oil.   She had been plan-
ning to eat it with her son and then 
die.  She did what Elijah asked, and 
she fed him.  As a result she was 
given a promise, her need would 
always be provided.    

                                          
                                                                         Continued... 

“This conundrum, proved 

to be an opportunity to see 

God miraculously provide 

for our needs.” 
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1st Kings 17:11-16  
 
“And as she was going to fetch it, 
he called to her, and said, bring me, 
I pray thee, a morsel of bread in 
thine hand.  And she said, As the 
LORD thy God liveth, I have not a 
cake, but an handful of meal in a 
barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: 
and, behold, I am gathering two 
sticks, that I may go in and dress it 
for me and my son, that we may 
eat it, and die.  And Elijah said unto 
her, Fear not; go and do as thou 
hast said: but make me thereof a 
little cake first, and bring it unto 
me, and after make for thee and for 
thy son.  For thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel, The bar-
rel of meal shall not 
waste, neither shall the 
cruse of oil fail, until 
the day that the LORD 
sendeth rain upon the 
earth.  And she went 
and did according to 
the saying of Elijah: 
and she, and he, and 
her house, did eat 
many days.  And the 
barrel of meal wasted 
not, neither did the 
cruse of oil fail, accord-
ing to the word of the 
LORD, which he spake 
by Elijah.” 
 
When we help the needy, and we 
do what God asks, He promises to 
provide for our need as well.  
 
I am certainly not encouraging 
homelessness.  I don’t think it is the 
goal, nor do I want to sleep in a box 
or a tent with my crippled 
spine.  What I am saying, is that 
even if we had to, and we lost our 
comfort and belongings, God would 
sustain us if we cry out to Him.  

 
A truly great comfort is knowing 
that God is the source of all things 
good.  He is the living manifestation 
and source of love.  He takes great 
joy in providing for His children, 
and He knows what we need before 
we ask. 
 
Mathew 6:8 “Be not ye therefore 
like unto them: for your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need 
of, before ye ask him.” 
 
We don’t need to worry about our 
needs being satisfied.  We just pray 
and trust that God is good and His 
love is magnificent. 

 
My husband eventually found a job 
after those 10 months of uncertain-
ty.  A church friend put in a good 
word for him, and he got a good 
job.  The first paycheck we got, was 
on the first week we’d reached only 
cents in our account. I am still posi-
tive this was God showing us that 
He sometimes takes us to the very 
edge of our faith and our trust to 
prove that He will never fail us.  
 
I am the, “ye of little faith.”  I am 

ashamed to say that I still worry 
sometimes, but this is what com-
forts me time and time again.  We 
may have had to struggle greatly 
for a time, but now we have anoth-
er powerful testimony of God’s 
great goodness in our time of need.  
Every trial has the potential to bring 
us to our greatest testimony.  
 
1st Peter 1:6-9  
 
“Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 
now for a season, if need be, ye are 
in heaviness through manifold 
temptations.  That the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though 

it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto 
praise and honour and 
glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ.  Whom 
having not seen, ye 
love; in whom, though 
now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye re-
joice with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory.  
Receiving the end of 
your faith, even the 
salvation of your 
souls.” 

 
We all know, this is 

the goal.  We are on a trip home to 
our Father in Heaven.  This earthly 
home is just the hotel room on our 
long journey.  Don’t get too comfy.  
We aren’t staying here. There is 
something so much more glorious 
on the horizon.  
 
John 14:2 “In my Father's house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to pre-
pare a place for you.” 
 
That place is home.  

Photograph by Amy Moser 
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The Heart Beat Bill  
By Iowa State Senator Dennis Guth 

 

I was a senior in high school when 

Roe vs. Wade became the “law” of 

the land. By then, the culture was 

turning a blind eye to protecting all 

humans by declaring that the baby 

was a blob of tissue.  I became a 

Christian in December that year 

and was just learning this new 

worldview and contemplating how 

to use it to guide my actions.  I nev-

er imagined, decades later, that I 

would have the privilege to be-

come a State Senator and fight for 

the lives of the unborn.  

The Constitution of the State of 

Iowa states in Article I Bill of Rights, 

Sec 1, “All men and women are, by 

nature, free and equal, and have 

certain inalienable rights-among 

which are those of enjoying and 

defending life and liberty, acquir-

ing possession and protecting 

property, and pursuing and obtain-

ing safety and happiness.”  I took 

an oath to uphold the Constitution 

as did my Senate colleagues.  It has 

saddened me to see so many of my 

colleagues misled into believing 

that a man and a woman that 

come together can do anything 

other than conceive another living 

human.  Such blindness devalues 

the worth of the unborn (and every 

other life) which has a soul and is 

valued by its Creator.  It is not for 

us to snuff out that life for conven-

ience’s sake.  

Our country’s Constitution was 

founded on Biblical principles 

which uphold life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness.  Our culture 

has been on a downward slope 

since the Bible and prayer were 

taken out of schools five decades 

ago.  It took a decade for people to 

dishonor life and allow abortion.  

Another decade later, we saw the 

beginnings of the homosexual 

movement-- a lifestyle which fur-

ther debased life as God intend-

ed—continue to blossom in the 

90s.  I became politically involved 

in 2008 when the courts forced ho-

mosexual marriage on Iowans.  I 

realized I could no longer stand idle 

and watch as our government 

walked away from defending life 

and liberty.  Entering the senate 

race in which there was no incum-

bent in my district, I was elected 

State Senator November 2012.  

Thus began my journey into state 

politics.  

Once I became acquainted with the 

law making process, I began to 

have a better understanding as to 

the arduous efforts it takes to get 

laws like the Heartbeat Bill passed. 

Allow me to give you a peak into 

this process.  The push that result-

ed in the passage of the Heartbeat 

bill during the final week of the 

2018 Legislative session began in 

early 2017.  Many Republicans in 

the Iowa Senate desired to pass a 

Life at Conception bill.  This was 

written and assigned to a sub-

committee in the Senate Judiciary 

Committee.  The public is invited to 

give input at sub-committee hear-

ings, and I was pleased to see that 

the positive feedback was well pre-

pared to counter the negative side 

presented by Planned Parenthood 

and Liberals.  It was very encourag-

ing to see that the respectful pro-

life crowd out numbered the rau-

cous pro-choice crowd.   

However, there were not enough 

votes in full committee to pass it, 

so a full committee on the Life at 

Conception bill was never held.  

We tried to find another com-

mittee that would be able to pass 

it, but could not find one.  This pro-

cess ultimately forced every Sena-

tor to weigh in on the Life issue.  

Each dissenting Senator had to ex-

plain why they were against the 

Life at Conception bill.  Because of 

this input, we were able to write 

and pass the bill that banned abor-

tion after 20 weeks. 

 

 

                                                       

                                                      Continued... 

“I realized I could no longer 

stand idle and watch as our 

government walked away 

from defending life and lib-

erty. “ 
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The 20 week ban was not very 

satisfactory to those of us that be-

lieve that life begins at conception, 

but it was a small step forward and 

got the public energized to support 

it.  Senators began to look again at 

the reasons that some in our cau-

cus, who call themselves pro-life, 

would not support life at concep-

tion.  Some believed life did not 

begin until the embryo is implant-

ed in the uterine wall; thus, frozen 

embryos were seen as expendable.  

Others were concerned about ex-

ceptions for rape and incest or the 

limiting of birth-control options if 

we protect life from the moment of 

conception. 

Prior to the beginning of the 2018 

session, some of us talked with 

Congressman Steve King who was 

working on a bill defining life as 

beginning when the heartbeat 

could be detected.  He had spoken 

with national legal groups that 

thought this could be defended in 

the U.S. Supreme court.  As we 

considered this idea, it appeared 

that it would avoid the problems 

some had with calling frozen em-

bryos a person and gave some time 

for the rape and incest issue to be 

resolved.  It also would not affect 

popular “birth-control” options.  

This did not completely satisfy life 

at conception advocates, but we 

decided to support it since the 

heartbeat can be detected around 

6 weeks after conception. This 

would stop over 90% of current 

abortions.  It also gave us a chance 

to challenge Roe vs. Wade in court. 

This compromise was vital.  Past 

efforts at pro-life legislation have 

failed because those who believe 

that life begins at conception 

would not support anything short 

of life at conception.  It was also 

agreed that when it passed we 

could continue to push for a life at 

conception bill. 

The 2018 Republican caucus in the 

Iowa Senate was blessed with a 

remarkable unity throughout the 

session.  There were many very 

conservative members that worked 

on this bill to get it passed.  There 

were thousands of Iowans praying 

for us, and I was able to gather a 

group of Senators on two occasions 

to unite in prayer for the Heartbeat 

Bill.  There is no doubt in my mind 

that those prayers made the differ-

ence, especially since there was no 

one person or group that organized 

the push for this.  Many of us 

worked hard behind the scenes 

talking with other legislators or le-

gal groups, or engaging the public’s 

input at the right time.   

It was a glorious day, not without 

tears, when the Iowa Senate 

passed the Heartbeat Bill 30-20; all 

Senate Republicans and one Inde-

pendent voted for it.  Then it was 

the House’s turn to act.  It soon 

became apparent that there would 

be difficulty passing the Heartbeat 

legislation there. They could not 

get the Heartbeat bill out of com-

mittee due to lack of votes. Then, 

bold Representatives amended the 

Ban on Fetal Body Parts bill to in-

clude the Heartbeat language.  This 

bill was in a different committee 

and the amended bill easily passed.  

After this minor victory, the battle 

began to find the 51 votes needed 

on the floor of the House.  Some 

representatives thought it was un-

acceptable not to have special ex-

ceptions for rape and incest.  Con-

servative Representatives spent 

hours talking to them in their quest 

to find the 51 votes needed to 

pass.  The Senate vowed not to 

pass any appropriations bills until 

the Heartbeat bill was at least de-

bated on the House floor. 

The Speaker of the House labored 

at finding language that would be 

acceptable to 51 Representatives.  

In the Senate, we discussed if we 

would accept a version with excep-

tions for rape and incest.  We 

called friends in Washington D.C. 

and confirmed that if we included 

those exceptions it would still be 

possible to defend the bill in court 

and challenge Roe vs. Wade.  Final-

ly, on May 1st the House passed it 

after a long debate on the amend-

ed bill. 

The Senate was still in session May 

1st, expecting the House to pass the 

Heartbeat Bill at some point.  At 

11:30 P.M. that same night, debate 

began and it passed at 2:22 A.M.  

with a vote of 29-17.                                                              

                                                      Continued...  
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Governor Reynolds signed it into 

law on the final day of the session, 

May 5th.  It was to take effect on 

July 1st, but the courts have put a 

stay on it until it can be tried in the 

Iowa courts. 

There are some les-

sons for us to learn 

from this process.  

Our battle is not of 

the flesh but of the 

spiritual realm.  

Prayer is essential in 

all law making deci-

sions.  As a Christian, 

it has been very en-

couraging and uplift-

ing to see many pastors come eve-

ry week to pray for legislators at 

the Capitol.  The Family Leader said 

that over the last 4 years they have 

had over 1,000 pastor visits to the 

Capitol.  One can easily feel very 

alone and defeated without such 

spiritual support.  I was often en-

couraged by these faithful men.  

Second, be informed.  Get to know 

your state and national Constitu-

tion.  Many people do not realize 

that there are laws being “made” 

that are simply unconstitutional.  

Third, know who the opposition is 

and understand their strategy.  

They will flip flop or shade the 

truth to fit their agenda.  We need 

to understand the differences be-

tween the Christian worldview 

(way of looking at life) and that of 

others.  Those who are not for God 

are against Him.  Fourth, God’s 

truth will triumph no matter how 

long we must battle.  I am remind-

ed of William Wilberforce. 

William Wilberforce in his battle to 

end slavery in England, was full of 

idealism when he foolishly thought 

he could successfully stop slavery 

within a few years. He ended up 

working unrelentingly for twenty 

years for the abolition of slave 

trading, and 45 years for the aboli-

tion of slavery itself.  He was in-

strumental in helping the British 

open their eyes to the horrors of 

slavery and realized that slaves 

were humans; that they deserved 

to be treated as such.  

British upper and middle classes in 

the late 1700s had become com-

placent and followed a watered 

down form of Christianity.  The 

poor and destitute suffered for rea-

sons the more privileged chose to 

ignore.  In short, they lost compas-

sion. Wilberforce spent much of his 

energy educating the public and 

wrote a book specifically to these 

classes on being an active Chris-

tian.  He challenged his readers to 

repentance and to have a heart for 

those in need as Christ did.  Many 

people then, and for decades later, 

took his book seriously and got in-

volved in helping the down and 

out. 

This battle to protect 

life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness 

for the unborn can-

not be done without 

the repentance of 

our sins and follow-

ing Christ every mo-

ment, hour, and day.  

He died for us and if 

we believe in Him 

and repent of our sins, we have 

eternal life after we die.  God our 

Creator has given us worth and 

meaning and wants us to get to 

know Him by reading the Bible.  

After all, He is the author of life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happi-

ness--abundant life!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Guth is an Iowa State Senator of District 4.  

Serving on the committees of  Ethics (vice chair), 

Appropriations , Commerce, Labor and Business 

Relations, Local Government, and is the Subcom-

mittee chair of Appropriations . 
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What’s In A Heartbeat?  

By Rita Baker  

 

When Roe vs. Wade was passed in 
1973, I was twenty-three, married 
with one son and heartfelt hopes 
and prayers for at least one sibling 
for him.   In 1976 those fervent 
prayers were answered and my sec-
ond son was born.  I was particular-
ly adamant about having at least 
two children because I was raised 
as an only child and had yearned at 
times for a brother or sister of my 
own. 

Because my birth mother was only 
a teenager when she had me, I was 
placed for adoption and was 
blessed with wonderful, supportive 
and loving parents who provided 
me with an idyllic childhood in 
Emporia, Kansas.  I have very clear 
and strong memories of the impact 
of Roe v. Wade on me personally.  
Initially, I simply gave thanks that 
my life had not been sacrificed to 
abortion because I was an 
“unplanned pregnancy.” 

In my current position as Executive 
Director of the Pregnancy Center of 
Central Iowa, my Pro-Life position 
had grown much stronger and deep-
er for many reasons.  As a mother, I 
have always known that my in-
stincts tell me to go to any length to 
protect the lives of my children, 
and even beyond to protect the lives 
of all children. 

At the Pregnancy Center, we are 
sometimes faced with clients who 
are experiencing a “crisis” or un-
planned pregnancy.  Our counse-
lors, including me, are trained by 
the American Association of Chris-
tian Counselors.  Our commitment 
to each client is to treat them with 
the utmost care and respect as they 
work through a difficult, but never 
hopeless or helpless situation.  
There are so many options, so 
many individuals and agencies will-
ing to help so that the lives of the 

babies involved in these situations 
are protected and valued. 

We also are often called upon to 
offer healing and counseling to 
those who have undergone abor-
tions without the full knowledge of 
the after effects, which can be 
physical, but are more often deeply 
emotional and psychological.  For 
some women, and importantly to 
note also men, the damage lasts a 
lifetime. 

One young woman shared her story 
with me, and it touched my heart.  
She and her then boyfriend (now 
her husband) became pregnant be-
fore they married.  Back then, be-
fore they came to the Lord, they led 
far different lives.  When she dis-
covered that she was pregnant, she 
literally couldn’t find him.  It seems 
he was off somewhere with his 
gang of friends, partying and using 
drugs.  As she told me, “I was a 
good Catholic teenaged girl, sup-
posedly a virgin.  I felt I had no 
choice but to have a friend take me 
to get an abortion.” 

Subsequently, they married and 
have beautiful children, but they 
have never completely healed over 
the loss of their first child.  Their 
strong faith has helped them, but 
they will always mourn and won-
der, “What if?”  The good to come 
out of their story is that they are 
both willing and eager to share their 
story with others who are consider-
ing abortion. 

At the Pregnancy Center, as we ed-
ucate and prepare women to be-
come mothers, we take them 
through lessons on pregnancy, pre-
natal care, infant care and develop-
ment and parenting skills.  Most of 
our teaching and counseling materi-
als include a DVD presentation 
compiled by experts in the medical 
field.  It strikes me quite often how 
drastically medicine and medical 
technology have changed since 
1973 and Roe v. Wade.  Now we 
are able to witness life and develop-
ment inside the womb by virtue of 

fiber optic photography.  The cam-
eras are no larger than a human 
hair.   

The miracle of ultrasound has gone 
from its beginnings of providing 
the first real glimpse of a baby and 
the workings of his or her organs 
such as the human heart, to three 
and four-dimensional images that 
can now show even the baby’s faci-
al features long before the actual 
birth.  A heartbeat has been detect-
ed in the womb as early as eighteen 
days after conception. 

As supporters of the Heartbeat Bill 
have stated, “If the absence of a 
heartbeat signifies death, why 
would not the presence of a heart-
beat signify life?” 

If you or someone you know and 
care about is experiencing an un-
planned pregnancy, or has gone 
through an abortion and could use 
help and support, please come to us 
at the Pregnancy Center of Central 
Iowa.  We can help with all areas 
and are committed to assisting all 
clients with respect for their dignity 
and confidentiality.  We are located 
at 709 First Avenue West, Suite 1, 
in Newton, Iowa. Our telephone 
number is: 641-792-3050.  Our 
email is: pcci@iowatelecom.net.  
You can also follow us on Face-
book at “Pregnancy Center of Cen-
tral Iowa.” 
We are here to help, because all of 
us are deeply committed to human 
lives: mothers, dads, children and 
babies, both born and unborn. 

 

 

Psalm 139: 15 

When my bones were being 
formed, carefully being put to-
gether in my mother’s womb, 

when I was growing there in se-
cret, you knew that I was there – 
you saw me before I was born. 

 

mailto:pcci@iowatelecom.net
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I Support Iowa’s Heart 
Beat Bill And  
Heart That Beats! 
By Jennifer Christie  

 
 
"I have a 3-year-old son and he 
plays with Legos and he pronounc-
es hospital 'hostable' and he sleeps 
with a fuzzy bunny slip-
per...” (Awkwardly long pause) 
 "And he was conceived in rape."  
This was my response to the report-
er’s “tell us something about your 
little boy”.  I concluded with "and 
his Heart Beats like everyone 
else’s. 
 
What more matters?  That could be 
the opening and closing of every 
argument against a "rape exception" 
in any pro-life law. 
 
My child was conceived in rape. 
His Heart Beats like everyone 
else's. 
 
I want to be clear- I support the Io-
wa Heartbeat bill/law.  A mere few 
months ago, I testified before their 
legislature in its favor. Though a far 
from perfect proposition, I believe 
the Heartbeat bill could be the light 
God uses to shine into the darkness 
of Roe vs. Wade.  We could actual-
ly see the outlawing of infant sacri-
fice in our lifetime. Take a moment 
with that.  

 
But then- 
 
Enter the exceptions.  Exceptions 
for what people categorize as "the 
hard cases". (Rape, incest, fetal 
anomaly) Quick! Make sure there 
aren't any soapboxes nearby… 
 
My child was conceived in rape his 
heart beats like everyone else's. 
 
I fail to understand how it's any-
thing but hypocrisy for pro-lifers, 
LIFERS, to say out of one side of 
their mouth that from the moment 
of fertilization life is sacred and 
precious and a gift, but out of the 
other side of their mouth they're 
willing to capitulate and allow the 
killing of the innocent if conception 
occurred in a violent or unpleasant 
manner.  If a doctor deems the un-
born life to be one not worth living, 
something that I thought was solely 
God's decision to make, somehow 
that's justification?  Has anyone 
really convinced themselves of 
that? 
With the exceptions in place, I am 
not a woman who is “celebrating “ 
the passing of the Heartbeat bill 
into law in Iowa.  I take a lot of 
heat for that; many people feel as 
though I'm betraying others in the 
pro-life movement.  Ironically, I 
also feel betrayed.  I feel a deep  
sense of abandonment and disre-
gard for the very lives of children 
like my son, and people like my 

best friend Rebecca Kiessling who 
was conceived in rape, and my 
friend, Ryan Bomberger, also con-
ceived in rape.  They love their 
lives.  They make the world a better 
place.  I have friends who defied a 
doctor's pressure to abort and today 
enjoy wonderful children who are 
truly gifts to the people around 
them.  To the world. 
 
My child was conceived in rape and 
his Heart Beats like everyone else's. 
 
"Less than ONE PERCENT "is the 
defensive cry I always hear.  The 
exceptions only affect less than one 
percent of all aborted babies!  What 
that really amounts to for children 
conceived in rape is 32,000 per year 
of them have no chance to live, 
their Heart Beat is ignored.  This 
exception bears witness to more 
than one million innocent lives vio-
lently taken since Roe vs. Wade.  
One Million Lives is hardly a nomi-
nal amount.   
 
How I look at it?  What may be 
"less than 1%" to you, is 100% to 
me.  My child was conceived in 
rape.  And his Heart Beats!  No 
child should be an exception!   
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Heart Beat Bill Update 

By Jennifer Roush  

 

Climbing out of bed in the morning, 

I say some prayers and anticipate 

the day ahead.  I think of upcoming 

appointments with clients who just 

found out they are pregnant and 

are scared.  I think about clients 

with physical needs for housing, 

transportation, baby items.  I think 

about clients who need accurate 

information as they navigate their 

decision regarding their pregnancy.  

I always say that we love women 

and we tell them the truth.  I’ve 

always wanted a job that impacts 

the lives of people in a meaningful 

way and I’m so thankful to have 

found that.  As the Director of 

Medical Services for Informed 

Choice of Iowa, I have participated 

in and been a witness to many situ-

ations where a young woman gets 

the support and information she 

needs and is able to set her fear 

aside and choose life for her child.  

One piece of information that has 

been critical is the knowledge of 

the growth and development of 

her child.  The knowledge that her 

baby has a beating heart, a sure 

sign of life.  

In early May, Governor Kim Reyn-

olds signed into law the “Heartbeat 

Bill” which would ban abortion 

once a fetal heartbeat can be de-

tected.  This law was to go into 

effect on July 1st of 2018.  As antic-

ipated by those on both sides of 

the issue, the law was challenged 

by Planned Parenthood, the ACLU 

of Iowa, as well as the Emma Gold-

man Clinic of Iowa City, one of the 

first legal abortion clinics in the na-

tion. They stated that this law was 

an attack on women’s healthcare 

and harmful to women. Lawyers 

for the state agreed to the injunc-

tion.  The law will be postponed 

while the suit moves forward. 

Those opposing the bill hope to put 

an end to it, while those in favor of 

the bill hope that this will move it 

forward in the court system to 

have an even greater impact not 

only in Iowa, but nationally.  There 

are those that hope this will go to 

the nation’s highest court, and that 

we as a country will once again de-

bate Roe vs. Wade with the hopes 

of overturning it.  

As a nurse, I not only care for preg-

nant women, but also post-

abortive women.  I see the effects 

of abortion on women every day.  

Every woman is different, but I do 

frequently see post-abortive wom-

en dealing with regret, guilt, de-

pression, anxi-

ety, eating dis-

orders, and 

suicidal 

thoughts.  How 

harmful to 

women is that? 

How is taking a 

life healthcare? 

I have cared for 

hundreds of 

women in Iowa 

facing an unplanned pregnancy.  I 

have never had a woman say she 

regrets having her child.  Instead, I 

have had women say things like, 

“Thank you, my child might not be 

here, if I hadn’t received the help I 

needed.”  There is nothing more 

rewarding than knowing that you 

were able to play a role in saving a 

life.  We, along with many other 

organizations in this state are here 

to help women, not only until the 

baby is born, but long term.  If the 

bill finally goes into effect, we are 

ready to help more. 

There courts have issued a stay on 

this bill.  While there is a stay, we 

stay.  We stay to meet the needs of 

women across this state alongside 

many others with the hope that 

Iowa, one day will be a place 

known for having a culture of life.  

 

Jennifer Roush is a RN-BSN, Des 

Moines nurse manager/director 

of medical services for Informed 

Choices of Iowa. 
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Born For Challenges 

By Jeremy Empie  

 

God has put on my heart heavily the 

past few years about the Pool Bethes-

da.  It is a very interesting portion of 

Scripture actually… 

John 5:1-15:  

“Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusa-

lem for one of the Jewish holy days.  

Inside the city, near the Sheep Gay, 

was the Pool of Bethesda, with five 

covered porches.  Crowds of sick peo-

ple-blind, lame, or paralyzed- lay on 

the porches.  One of the men lying 

there had been sick for thirty-eight 

years.  When Jesus saw him and knew 

he had been ill for a long time, he 

asked, “Would you like to get well?”   

“I can’t, sir, “ the sick man said, “for I 

have no one to put me into the pool 

when the water bubbles up.  Some-

one else always gets there ahead of 

me.” 

Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up 

your mat, and walk!” 

Instantly, the man was healed!  He 

rolled up his sleeping mat and began 

walking!  But this miracle happened 

on the Sabbath, so the Jewish leaders 

objected.  They said to the man who 

was cured, “you can’t work on the 

Sabbath!  He law doesn’t allow you to 

carry that sleeping mat!” 

But he replied, “The man who healed 

me told me, “Pick up your mat and 

walk.” 

“Who said such a thing as that?”  

they demanded.  

The man didn’t know, for Jesus had 

disappeared into the crowd.  But 

afterward Jesus found him in the 

Temple and told him,  “Now you are 

well; so stop sinning, or something 

even worse may happen to you.”  

Then the man went and told the Jew-

ish leaders that it was Jesus who had 

healed him. “ 

The man was sick for 38 years.  

The first thing that strikes me is that 

this man was sick for 38 years.  Now 

to understand this fully, we must 

know tha the entire Bible is inspired 

by God Himself- there are no coinci-

dences:   

2 Timothy 4:-16-17:   

“At my first defense no one came to 

stand by me, but all deserted me.  

May it not be charged against them!  

Bt the Lord stood by me and strength-

ened me, so that through me the 

message might be fully proclaimed 

and all the Gentiles might hear it.  So I 

was rescued from the lion’s mouth.” 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is 

useful to teach us what is true and to 

make us realize what is wrong in our 

lives.  It correct us when we are 

wrong and teaches us to do what is 

right.  God uses it to prepare and 

equip his people to do every good 

work. 

So, God put this teaching in here for a 

reason.  I think the reason might be 

to encourage us that no matter how 

long it takes to receive your miracle- 

keep believing and keep asking.   

Our sin nature. 

We all are selfish - plain and simple.  

We live a microwave society.  We 

want it our way and now.  This was 

true even in Jesus’ day.   

Look at verse 7 again: 

“I can’t, sir,” the sick man said, “for I 

have no one to put me into the pool 

when the water bubbles up.  Some-

one else always gets there ahead of 

me.” 

Jesus had compassion. 

I love verse 8: 

Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up 

your mat, and walk!”   

You see friends, Jesus cares about 

you so much!  He cares about  the 

little things and the big things.  This is 

incredible once you get this in your 

spirt! 

Please contact me, as I’d love to hear 

from you!  

 

Pastor Jeremy Empie  

Jeremy@TheBethesdaHouse.org 

(641) 569-7024 Ext. 101 

 

Bethesda House  

201 High Avenue East 

Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577-2838 

Office Number: (641)569-7024 

Web Site: www.TheBethesdaHouse.org 

Blog: www.BornForChalenges.org 
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A Soap Opera  
That Never Ends  
Will Finally End.   
Then what? 
By Dr. Robert Owens 

 

 

All my life I’ve been in love with 

History.  I learned at an early age 

that if you love reading you can 

live a thousand lifetimes and if 

you’re wise you have the oppor-

tunity to learn from the mistakes of 

others.  I’ve certainly experienced 

the former while unfortunately not 

doing much of the latter. 

My love of History metastasized 

into a love of Political Sci-

ence.  These two intellectual 

“Loves of my Life” have given me 

countless hours of joy lost in read-

ing, mired in thinking, and enter-

tained by speculation. 

 

Now as I enter what are called the 

golden years, though I believe they 

might be made of brass, having 

spent several decades teaching both 

subjects I feel a need to share some 

insights not on particulars but in-

stead on something that is usually 

disparaged and often dismissed, 

generalities. 

 

Though most have never heard of 

him many can misquote the writer 

and philosopher George Santayana 

who is reported to have said, 

“Those who do not learn history 

are doomed to repeat it.”  What he 

actually said was, “Those who can-

not remember the past are con-

demned to repeat it.”  There is a 

subtle difference there for learning 

and remembering are two different 

things.  This sounds so wise.  It 

even appears self-evident.  And it 

apparently, at least to my observa-

tion, it’s an oxymoron.  After a dai-

ly study of History for sixty years 

the only lesson I’ve learned is that 

humanity never learns the lessons 

of History. 

In my classes I tell my students 

that History is nothing more than 

the stories of people just like us 

who lived at different times in what 

were essentially different 

worlds.  They had the same bodies 

and minds that we do.  They felt 

the same emotions.  They lived, 

they died, and now it is our turn.  I 

also tell them that if we don’t learn 

anything from History that helps us 

in our everyday life we might as 

well read fiction. 

I know that most people study His-

tory because they have to.  I know 

most people find it boring.  As an 

exercise in memorizing dates, 

names, and facts to be later regur-

gitated on a test and forgotten, I 

can well understand the boring 

part.  There are so few who can see 

through to the stories making His-

tory so exciting.  So few can lose 

themselves in the narrative, imag-

ine themselves on the deck of that 

ship, in the palace with the king, or 

in the hut with that peasant.  They 

only see dates, and names, and 

facts. BORING!  

And Political Science who cares 

about that?  I tell my students who 

don’t care about it at all that it’s the 

science of who gets what and if 

they don’t care about it someone 

else will and then they get to make 

the decisions.  So what do you 

want?  You decide. 

 

Now after decades spent following 

politics through the lens of History 

and  attempting to share with oth-

ers the insights gained, I must tell 

you all that it’s essentially the 

equivalent of an ant studying a cas-

tle made of sand.  He spends his 

life telling other ants how won-

drous the castle is, how imposing 

its turrets are, how deep its moat, 

and how formidable its defenses; 

then the waves come in the castle 

is gone and the ants have disap-

peared. 

 

I recently taught a class on Ameri-

can History from 1877 until the 

present to a class full of millenni-

als.  We used a textbook that was 

more than a thousand pages 

long.  It wasn’t until the last few 

pages that we reached anything the 

students could remember as having 

happened since they became aware 

of the world around them.  That 

last twenty minutes of the semester 

really had an impact. 

To most people History begins the 

day they’re born.  For all of us it 

ends the day we die.  And Political 

Science ends up being the science 

of rearranging the deck chairs on 

the Titanic.  

In the 4.5 billion years of this plan-

ets existence, in the fifteen billion 

years since the Big Bang, the histo-

ry of humanity doesn’t even take 

up the last few pages.  It would fill 

perhaps part of a sentence, a few 

words such as…All things will 

pass only those things done in 

Christ will last. 

 

That’s it.  The sum total of all I 

have learned, all I have discovered, 

and all I will ever know.  No Christ 

no peace.  Know Crist know 

peace.  For those who seek to gain 

their life will lose it, and those who 

lose their life for Christ will find 

it.  He is the truth, the light, and the 

life and without Him there is no 

truth, or light, or life. 

Stop fighting a war that’s already 

been won.  Stop spinning your 

wheels running in a race that goes 

in a circle.  Step out of the dark-

ness and into the light and let this 

be the first day of the rest of your 

life                                                 Continued... 
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The stories of those who have gone 

before teach us nothing if they 

don’t lead us to Christ 

The politics of this world are an 

endless loop, a tempest in a teacup, 

a soap opera that never ends.  It 

may be engaging to watch like a 

slow motion train wreck.  It may 

be exciting, exhilarating, even en-

tertaining but for most of us in a 

hundred years no one will even 

know we were here.  In a thousand 

years no one will remember the 

compelling arguments of today, the 

all-important bitter debates about 

whether we place the deck chair 

here or there.  Yet in an eternity 

from now, Heaven will know 

whether or not we acknowledged 

Christ as our Savior, for if we con-

fess with our lips that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in our hearts that God 

raised Him from the dead we shall 

be saved.  

Dr. Owens teaches History, Political Sci-
ence, and Religion.  He is the Historian of 
the Future @ http://
drrobertowens.com  © 2018 Contact Dr. 
Owens drrobertowens@hotmail.com    

Follow Dr. Robert Owens on Facebook or 
Twitter @ Drrobertowens or visit Dr. Ow-
ens Amazon Page /  

Edited by Dr. Rosalie Owens 

 

The Anti-Bullying   
Bullies  

By Dr. William P Tarbell 

 

Two weeks ago the anti-bullying 
bullies struck hard here in Nevada. 

It began last year when the legisla-
ture added to the list of protected 
categories in schools “persons with 
diverse gender identities or expres-
sions.” Then the lawmakers di-
rected the state department of edu-
cation to create a regulation 
“prescribing requirements and 
methods that a public school must 
use when addressing the rights and 
needs” of such persons. Taking for 
granted the claims made by stu-
dents, regardless of age, and/or the 
statements of parents as actual fact, 
and putting forth a set of rights 
gender diversity or expression 
must be given, the superintendent 
of the department, with pressure 
from the governor, mandated that 
every public school in Nevada 
shall perform the following. 
 
First, schools must “foster the safe 
and healthy development of the 
gender identity and expression of 
each pupil.” Please note. A school 
is not to simply guard against 
physical and verbal abuse. Its duty 
includes fostering, promoting, the 
identity or expression exhibited by 
the student. Presumably, 
“identities” might include 
transgender with all its stages of 
medication and transitional sur-
gery. An interesting fostering prob-
lem for any educational staff. 
 
Second, a plan must be developed 
for each gender diverse student. 
This is to be done by a team con-
sisting of “parents or guardians, the 
student, school personnel, and any 
representatives of community 
based groups, as requested by the 
parents or guardians of the stu-
dent.” Since the plan and its execu-
tion are initiated by the school, we 
may presume the entire effort 
throughout its duration will be led 
by and shaped by school personnel 
who will draft the parents or guard-
ians into the plan, whether they 
agree with their child’s claim of 
gender diversity or not. 
 

Third, all school boards, adminis-
trators and teachers will be obliged 
to attend annual training 
“concerning the requirements and 
needs of persons with diverse gen-
der identities or expressions.” No 
mention is made of the materials to 
be used or who the instructors 
might be. A safe assumption is that 
Gender Justice, the chief collabora-
tor in designing the overall regula-
tion, or some similar group will 
provide both.  
 
Fourth, the state department of ed-
ucation will send to schools and 
their governing bodies each year “a 
list of resources that reflect nation-
ally accepted best practices” on 
gender diversities and expressions. 
This is a strange requirement since 
nowhere in the regulation are the 
terms “gender diversity and ex-
pressions” defined. Nor can they 
be when the list pertaining to the 
conditions involved keeps expand-
ing virtually every day. 
Transgender, transsexual, question-
ing, gender nonconforming, gender 
fluidity, two spirit, gender diversi-
ty, gender expression, orientation, 
and up to one hundred or more 
designations swirl around in the 
public arena with no specific sci-
ence to clearly establish any of 
them. How can there possibly be 

national standards? Nevertheless, 
they will be enunciated by Ne-
vada’s department of education, 
and they will be adhered to or else. 
 
There are a number of other oblig-
atory details in the regulation and 
the law opening the door to it. For 
example, a detailed description of 
disciplinary action to be taken in 
the event of offense given to gen-
der diverse students, and explana-
tions of names, dress, activities and 
clubs that must be allowed such 
students are laid out in the regula-

tion.   
 
 
                               Continued... 
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But what does all this mean? It 
means first that LGBTQIA, etc. 
supporters will use virtually any 
legal or regulatory means possible 
to advance their agenda. Anti-
bullying measures are meant to 
keep children safe from physical 
and verbal threats. They were nev-
er intended to be used as devices 
to spread ideology and impose 
penalties on anyone conscientious-
ly opposed to such ideology. It 
also means that any institution, 
any person is fair game. All that 
matters is getting their agenda wo-
ven into the tapestry of society re-
gardless of deeply held conscien-
tious beliefs and the lack of clear 
science supporting gender diversi-
ty and expression. 
 
Deep down it means that tradition-
al views on human relationships, 
both secular and sacred, must give 
way to the brave new world of 
LGBTQIA, etc. desires. The fact 
that anti-bullying laws are being 
used to bully educators, parents, 
pupils and the general public is 
proof positive of their intent. Get 
in their way and you will find their 
big, menacing, legal fist under 
your nose.  

 

Dr. William P. Tarbell 

is a retired Presbyterian Pastor, serving 

the Body Of Christ for more than 40 

years.   

Contact  

Dr. William P. Tarbell  

4251 Desert Rain Ct. 

Sparks, NV 89436  

Telephone: (803) 920-4060 

 

 

Nevada  “Say What?” 
By Chris Rose 

 

They say the average time it takes 
west coast policy to reach the mid-
west, is approximately four years.  
For instance our youth who wear 
their ball caps with its bill straight 
up to the skies is an “old style” in 

states like California and Nevada.  
Dr. Tarbell, a front line advocate 
for truth as it concerns child devel-
opment is fighting back the sand 
storms that are being blown by the 
Nevada progressive liberal.  Yes, 
the same individuals who advocate 
abortion are now directly involved 
with a child’s understanding of 
gender identity.  “Cracker Jack 
Box” certificates are awarded to 
anyone wanting an inroad to the 
hearts of children and their fami-
lies.  There are no qualifications to 
meet in the receiving of this easy 
to obtain certificate.  The only pre-
requisite is to be politically 
aligned “progressive”.  The gender 
identity handbook is being re-
written in the light of a child’s 
gender expression, their need for 
acceptance, and a safe place to 
swish and prance.  That sounded 
insensitive, but before you close 
this edition of Christian Life Mag-
azine be aware that I once swished 
and pranced to my heart’s content, 
but no longer am I what I thought I 
was.   

As a child I was bullied.  I was 
called sissy and other names that 
cut deep into my “I am lovable 
and capable”.   
 
Looking back I remember hoping 
for support, an anti-bullying policy 
that would keep my bully under 
control.  What I actually needed, 
in the 80’s, was an understanding 
of “why”.  Why did I have a desire 
to swish and prance emulating the 
physical expressions of my female 
classmates?  Why were all of my 
close confidants female, and why 
did fear resonate from every male 
interaction?   40 years later I 
sought out and have found the an-
swer to those questions.  
 
My solid conclusion should and 
will eventually topple the powers 
that dictate abnormal sexual  
 
                                               Continued... 



17 

and gender identities much against 
healthy identity founded in every 
ethnicity which perpetuates the 
human race.  May I say to those in 
Nevada-your children perish from 
a lack of knowledge.  Communist 
rhetoric that surround the father-
less, neglected, and abused child 
will come down.  God, have mercy 
on the children whose caregiver is 
darkness and ignorance and pride.  

It should be of no surprise to the 
intellectually achieved that the 
United States of America has been 
shut out and off to an objective 
psychiatric and psychological re-
view of gender identity.  Gender 
confusion has lead men and wom-
en into homosexual behavior.  In 
the year I was born, 1975 the 
American Psychological Associa-
tion (APA) had affirmed the voice 
of their homosexual minority call-
ing an end to homosexuality as a 
mental disorder.  Today, it has 
been said that the APA might still 
continue to snuff out all other un-
derstanding that would suggest the 
origins of homosexuality any other 
way than what is dictated by pro 
homosexual political and social 
agendas.   

So, without scientific certainty, the 
school boards of Nevada have re-
acted from the more than four dec-
ades old decision that has cultured 
generations.  Now intoxicated by 
rainbow flavored cool-aid pres-
sures from communistic and so-
cialistic powers demand staff to 
educate their children with “open 
hearts” and “open minds”.  “Boys 
like me” are enthusiastically given 
gold stars and are ushered into 
lives of suppression, a firm “NO” 
to their genetic actualities, and yes 
to the becoming of a make believe 
princess who’s prince looks exact-
ly like “they-self”.   

Tragically, children whose eyes 
light up for cotton candy and pop-
corn are lead to trust that their 
lives will be of a certain difference 

to everyone around them.  Statisti-
cally, their lives will be cow tied to 
their bar stools and hypodermic 
needles, and politically blinded 
from information that could aid in 
their recovery of unhealthy identi-
fications and into an acceptance of 
their own natural identity.  Ask 
any person who no longer identi-
fies lgbtqia, etc. and they will give 
valuable details into the tragedy of 
their early childhood development.  
Trauma now wrestled to the 
ground, their former identity and 
sexual expression have changed 
dramatically.   Unfortunately, 
these testimonies continue to be 
suppressed, eighty sixed out of the 
mainstream.    As the suicide rates 
continues to climb, hope is lost for 
those “like me” whose souls con-
tradict gay agendas and political 
pressures of modern blindness.  
Not all hope is gone, the APA 
makes efforts to have the lives of 
the lgbtqia, etc. to fit into the fab-
ric of society.  In essence the APA 
works diligently to change the 
minds of aproximate 95% of 
Americans to ensure a dignified 
life for the gender confused and 
sexually non discriminant.  This 
Band-Aid exacerbates the prob-
lem, gives strength to progressive 
political movements, and destroys 
the human potential.  What will 
save these, identified lost, is an 
honest and objective approach to 
finally understand gender identity, 
the origins of homosexuality.  May 
the achievement not be accom-
plished for the furtherance of polit-
ical and social gain, but for hu-
manity.      

Sparsely populated and obviously 
progressive liberal Nevada is kick-
ing up the dust that will inherently 
disrupt not only the lives of fami-
lies, but usher in a control the 
school board should never possess.   

Bulimic doctrine with no hope to 
the nutrition of children will even-
tually reach the Hawkeye State.  
Perhaps our local school boards 

will adopt the dusty notions of 
western ill-educated educators, and 
their groups disguising anti-
bullying polices as agenda plat-
forms.  Probably not.  Although, 
Iowa has been historically a sort of 
sanctuary state, loving all people 
equally as best as we know how-
Iowa is gaining a foothold priority 
to the protection of life.  Iowa’s 
Heartbeat Bill as an example  that 
will begin to protect life at six 
weeks gestation, an historic and 
monumental decision of the Iowa 
legislature and its voters.  Equally 
important are those who make it 
out of the womb.  Viability in the 
lives of Iowa men and women, 
their freedom from identity and 
sexual restraints, would naturally 
be a concern of the Iowa govern-
ment.  Iowans are calling for an 
objective approach in understand-
ing gender identity and eventual 
homosexual behavior.   

Truth is very easy to see, compre-
hend, and walk after unless there is 
a suppression of truth, people will 
walk in darkness.   Do not be 
fooled, the homosexual agenda 
and liberal progressives are still 
the minority.  Father’s will contin-
ue to want for their son’s and 
daughter’s the same glorious gifts 
found in heterosexual relationship 
and identity.   

Iowa cares about life, all life-in 
every form…conceived by God’s 
hand and nurtured in His truth.  
The root of homosexuality is not in 
the law of attraction but in the his-
tory of a person’s tragedy.  If mod-
ern science continues on its current 
path humanity will be forced to 
accept biblical truth as their road 
to peace.   What do you say to that 
Nevada?    

 

Chris Rose is the founder of Christ Rose 
Ministries, a former homosexual changed 
by the gracious restoration found in the 
Life of Jesus Christ.  Contact the ministry 
at christroseministries@gmail.com 
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One Day At A Time  

Sweet Jesus 
By Dick Odgaard 

 

A win is a win! One such victory 

was the recent US Supreme Court 

decision in the Masterpiece 

Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights 

Commission discrimination case, a 

case very similar to ours.  My wife, 

Betty, and I were privileged to be in 

the chambers of the SCOTUS in De-

cember 2017, when this case was 

argued.  We were thrilled and de-

lighted for Jack & Debi Phillips, 

owners of Masterpiece Cakeshop, 

when the 7 to 2 decision was hand-

ed down in their favor.  This is truly 

a big step in the right direction for 

our society and country, but it is 

only one step.  While those who 

oppose this decision are predicta-

bly prophesying rampant discrimi-

nation, those in favor should be 

reminded there will still be false 

accusations to battle.  Hopefully 

this decision will change the legal 

process for the better. 

Yes…I am indeed one of the charac-

ters featured in the Odgaard’s Rose 

column here in Christian Life Mag-

azine.  It was only five short years 

ago when Betty and I were instant-

ly labeled as haters, racists, bigots, 

and homophobes when we de-

clined to provide our services in a 

same-sex wedding ceremony at  

 

our Görtz Haus Gallery in Grimes, 

IA.  That experience reminded us 

that being faithful to His teachings 

as we live our lives each day can be 

far more difficult than singing 

hymns of praise on Sunday morn-

ings!  

I digress.  How is it that a panel of 

judges can turn the Christ ordained 

sacrament of marriage inside out?  

How is that refusing to provide ser-

vices for a wedding ceremony that 

is outside of the Biblical definition 

is deemed discriminatory?  How is 

it that the full weight and power of 

a government can find you guilty of 

discrimination by simple accusation 

and with minimal review of the 

facts? 

There is hope all around, however. 

While we earnestly pray for the 

salvation of our brothers and sis-

ters trapped in a gay lifestyle, we 

celebrate with the hundreds and 

thousands that have been restored 

by the grace of our God Almighty. 

That said, there are still many 

hearts and minds that must be 

changed, not the least of which are 

thousands in the clergy who eager-

ly preach His wonderful grace while 

overlooking His truth, the truth of 

God’s original design.  

Please be reminded that the Devil 

does not rest, so we must cheerful-

ly share the Gospel every day…one 

day at a time!  
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Here Are Their Stories 

By Kamara Campbell 

 

Hello, my name is Kamara Camp-

bell. I am 25 years old, wife and 

mother of two little girls, and I am 

an Ex-homosexual.  

I grew up in the church. I knew all 

about God and how being gay was 

a sin, but I still couldn't figure out 

how to stop the feelings I felt. I 

eventually started to explore what I 

felt and found myself going 

through a whirlwind of drama, 

pain, hurt, drunkenness, and even 

addictions. What started out with 

me crushing on women in the 

church eventually led to me pursu-

ing girls who were underage, and 

found myself in a statutory rape 

case. It was that summer of 2013 

that I was at home washing dishes 

when I began to hear a voice speak 

to me and say "Look at the tree". 

At the time, no one was around so 

I kept on washing dishes. I heard 

the voice again say "Look at the 

tree". So I looked out the window 

and looked at the tree. The voice 

then said "Trees have been here 

since the beginning of time.  We all 

know that a seed was planted for a 

tree to grow so tall. The thing is if 

you asked a little kid how long a 

tree has been there, they will pretty 

much say forever not realizing 

something had to be planted. Ho-

mosexuality is the same way. A 

seed is planted and it grows. Each 

person who is going through that 

lifestyle can be found having one 

of these seeds planted-molestation, 

rape, rejection, abuse, neglect 

etc."  

There are many more seeds, but 

those are just a few. My seed was 

rejection. I was already rejected by 

my Father who at the time didn't 

want to claim me. Then going 

through school I was heavily 

teased especially from the guys 

because I didn’t look a certain 

way. That seed of rejection pushed 

me into finding acceptance with 

the girls. I never believed I was 

born gay but I definitely knew that 

the feelings came at a young age. 

So it was that summer when I 

heard that voice, which later I real-

ized was the Holy Spirit, and I 

knew there was a better life than 

this. I was tired of the drinking, 

clubbing, unstable relationships, 

and smoking. There was only tem-

porary joys to all these things. I 

prayed to God that night letting 

him know I was through with eve-

rything. It was not just homosexu-

ality I had to give up, but all the 

sins I knew I was doing. 

November 4, 2013, is when I was 

100% fully delivered from homo-

sexuality. Prior events made me let 

go of old friends and belongings, 

but throwing them away left me 

feeling empty inside. That day in 

November I woke up and heard 

"You are delivered"! I felt so much 

joy and happiness inside my heart! 

I walked around on campus and I 

couldn't find any attraction in 

women whatsoever! 

One year later I met my husband 

and on August 21, 2015, we got 

married. We have now been mar-

ried almost 3 years with 2 children 

and I wouldn't change a thing.  

God didn't change me from being a 

homosexual to heterosexual, but he 

changed me from being a homo-

sexual to holiness! 

       Before  After  
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What Is The Church    
To Do When             
“Gay Pride”                 
Comes To Town? 
By Bob Vander Plaats  

 

The following op-ed appeared in multiple 
Northwest Iowa newspapers just prior to 
the first-ever “Gay Pride” event in North-
west Iowa’s Orange City. 

Donna Red Wing is the former head of 
One Iowa, the state’s most significant 
advocacy organization for those identi-
fying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and/or those questioning 
their sexuality. 

I am the president and CEO of The 
FAMiLY LEADER, a prominent 
Christian family organiza-
tion that focuses on inspir-
ing leadership in God’s 
three institutions: the fami-
ly, the Church, and gov-
ernment. 

Donna and I see the world 
very differently. We are 
not natural coffee pals, 
much less expected to be 
friends. Yet we are both. It 
all started when Donna 
came to one of our annual 
Leadership Summits and at 
the lunch break asked if 
I’d ever entertain joining her for cof-
fee. I said, “Yes.” That conversation 
began a journey where I got to know 
Donna and she has gotten to know me. 
While our views surrounding sexuality 
and marriage have not changed, we 
have developed a deep friendship. 

Our unlikely friendship has been head-
lined by the Washington Post and Des 
Moines Register and has been the vid-
eo subject of Mutual of Omaha’s “Aha 
Moment” campaign. In addition, Don-
na and I have been asked to present at 
universities, colleges, community lead-
ership seminars, and a host of other 
forums featuring civil dialogue around 
deep disagreements. It has been an 
amazing journey! 

I was recently asked, “What is the 

Church to do when ‘Gay Pride’ comes 
to town?” Through the lens of my rela-
tionship with Donna, I suggest the fol-
lowing … 

First and foremost, check your heart. 
The book of Proverbs tells us, “Above 
all else guard your heart for it is the 
wellspring of life.” If your heart is to 
win while others lose (in reality or fig-
uratively), back away. In a battle to 
make the other side “lose,” nobody 
wins, and neither does the cause of 
Christ. If, however, your heart is filled 
with love, first for God and then for 
your neighbors – including those in the 
parade adorned in rainbow colors and 
stickers – then engage with a heart of 
love. 

This follows Christ’s “new command” 
to love as He loves (John 13:34-35) in 
the New Testament. Jesus also remind-

ed us the “first and greatest” command-
ment is to love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, all your soul, all your 
mind, and all your strength, and the 
second command, like the first, is to 
love your neighbor as yourself. The 
people celebrating gay pride in your 
community are the Church’s neighbors. 
Thus, lead with a heart of love and 
compassion. 

Once the Church, as individuals and 
collectively as the Body of Christ, 
checks its heart with these two com-
mands … then it is the Church’s call 
and responsibility to “speak truth in 
love” (Ephesians 4:15). Again, notice 
the consistent and clear parameters of 
love: It’s a constant check on the 
Church’s heart. 

At the same time, it is neither love for 
God nor for others if we conceal the 
truth. Donna and I have had many con-
versations in private and in public re-
garding truth. It is not a feeling nor an 
identity; truth is God’s Word, and 
Christ made it clear that He came to 
“testify to the truth.” And speaking 
truth out of a heart of love is the culmi-
nation of loving God and loving your 
neighbor. Donna may not agree with 
me, but she does respect me for reach-
ing out to her with truth in love. 

Neither is it love for God and others to 
remain silent, to ignore our neighbors 
when we hold God’s Word of life and 
hope and healing in our hands. Pastors, 
college and university presidents, and 
other Christian leaders should enthusi-
astically seize the opportunity to teach 
God’s Word in love when “Gay Pride” 
comes to town. God’s Word is time-

less, and its teachings on 
marriage and sexuality are 
clear and as relevant as 
ever. 

Thus, encourage your pas-
tor, your college presidents 
and chaplains, and other 
noted ministry leaders to 
open God’s Word and to 
boldly and courageously 
speak its truth to adequate-
ly prepare their congrega-
tions, their students, and 
their communities with a 
firm foundation prior to 
“Gay Pride” coming to 

your town. This is an opportunity to 
celebrate God’s design and desire 
while being a vessel to reach out with 
the eternal gift of the gospel.  

And one more thing: Remember we all 
fall short of the glory of God, and we 
all need a Savior. Donna needs a Sav-
ior. I need a Savior. We all need a Sav-
ior. 

When “Gay Pride” comes, prepare 
your town for a revival where we all 
repent of our sins and turn our hearts 
toward God. What an opportunity for 
the Church to be the Church! 

http://siouxcityjournal.com/opinion/columnists/other-voices-what-is-the-church-to-do-when-gay/article_c281cfa0-4315-549d-b868-5a52280e2800.html
http://siouxcityjournal.com/opinion/columnists/other-voices-what-is-the-church-to-do-when-gay/article_c281cfa0-4315-549d-b868-5a52280e2800.html
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The Battle Hymn  

Of The Republic 
 By La Vonne Maxwell  

 

Julie Ward Howe wrote this song in November, 1861 

on her first trip to wartime Washington with her hus-

band and minister.  She had a beautiful mezzo-

soprano voice that carried over the crowd as she sang 

“John Brown's body lies a-smoldering in the grave.  

His soul is marching on.” “Good for you!” the soldiers 

cried out.  James Freeman Clarke, her minister, sug-

gested she write better lyrics.  One early morning, 

while in her hotel room, new words came to mind.  

She immediately grabbed a pen and scribbled the 

timeless verses before she forgot them.  Although her 

husband had battled slavery and pioneered care for 

the blind in Boston, he was not fond of his wife's in-

tellectual abilities; it was a continual source of bitter-

ness in their marriage.  He worked diligently to isolate 

her from literary outlets for most of her life.  Being 

brilliant and ambitious, she pursued her desire by 

publishing an anonymous book of poems that hinted 

at their damaged relationship.  After she was re-

vealed as the author, her husband was enraged.  He 

badgered her for divorce and wanted custody of 

some of their children, all of which she declined.  In 

her diary she wrote, “I have never known my husband 

to approve any act of mine.  My books and poems 

have always been contemptible in his eyes.”  Inter-

estingly, the words that came to her that morning in 

Washington have outlived its author and her hus-

band.   

On June 8, 1968, as the body of U.S. Senator Robert F. 

Kennedy was traveling from New York to Washington 

a mourner in the crowd began singing, “Mine eyes 

have seen the glory...”  Others in the crowd of by-

standers began joining in song.  Her century-old lyrics 

were still fitting and comforting as an American song 

of grief.   

This song was also sung at the funeral of Winston 

Churchill in 1965 and at the Washington National Ca-

thedral after the terrorist attacks of 2001.  It is loved 

by evangelists, is stirring and reverent, and has served 

many purposes.  

God is definitely the main focus accompanied with 

her desire to strengthen the hearts of those who 

fought.   

As we celebrate the 4th of July, let us not forget the 

sacrifices of those who went before us. Julia Ward 

Howe died in1910, but not before leaving us with a 

beautiful song. 

 

 

 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming 
of the Lord 
He is trampling out the vintage where the 
grapes of wrath are stored, 
He has loosed the fateful lightning of His ter-
rible swift sword 
His truth is marching on. 
 

I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hun-
dred circling camps 
They have builded Him an altar in the even-
ing dews and damps 
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim 
and flaring lamps 
His day is marching on. 

 
In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born 

across the sea, 

With a glory in His bosom that transfigures 

you and me: 

As He died to make men holy, let us die to 

make men free, 

While God is marching on.  
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Do You See Her? 

By Brenda  Long 

 

Human Trafficking, Domestic Sex 

Trafficking, Modern Day Slavery, The 

Life, Commercial Sexual Exploitation, 

Hustling, Sex Work, Pimping, The 

Game, Prostitution.  Call it what you 

will, it’s wrong, and it’s a biblical and 

social injustice.  Exploitation is hap-

pening in the USA and even in Iowa, 

and we are here to help.   

Garden Gate Ranch is here to help 

young women recover from sexual 

violation and help our community 

genuinely see what is happening in 

our own backyards, so you can join 

the fight #ForTheLoveOfOne  

I want to share a story of a young girl, 

now an adult, who fell into the hands 

of predators.  To keep anonymity, I 

have changed the name of this brave 

young woman.  

Celine grew up in a middle-class 

neighborhood in the Midwest.  For all 

sake of appearances in a very typical 

family.  Celine, however, knew what 

was going on behind the closed door 

of their suburban home.  Every night 

her mother would put on a wig, dress 

in skimpy clothes with half of the 

makeup counter on her face, and ei-

ther go out for hours or many male 

visitors would frequent their home.  

Like clockwork, her parents would 

have these extreme verbal outbreaks 

that turned physical occasionally but 

always ended with her mother crying 

and begging Celine’s father not to 

make her do this, but she would.  One 

evening in early January when Celine 

was just 14 her whole world changed 

for the worse.  While hiding under 

her covers during one of her parent’s 

outburst, trying to escape the sounds, 

Celine was startled when her bed-

room door flew open.  Before she 

knew it her father had stripped her 

clothes off and violently raped her all 

the while her mother was screaming 

and begging him to stop.   

Several days of being home sick from 

school Celine was unable to keep si-

lent any longer.  She told her best 

friend what had happened, who then 

told her parents.  Two weeks later 

Social Services arrived at Celine’s 

home and took her and placed her in 

foster care, with no repercussion to 

her father.  

Bouncing around from foster homes 

to group homes, Celine continually 

searched for someone to show her 

love, attention, and affection but 

eventually found what she was look-

ing for on social media.  Celine was 

thrilled when her Instagram selfies 

caught the attention of a charming, 

very handsome young man who gave 

her the attention she craved.  He told 

her she was beautiful, smart, and her 

life was her own and no one else’s.  

He convinced her to leave the group 

home since they couldn’t possibly 

care for her as he could.  He told her 

he loved her and wanted to marry 

her.  One day Celine walked out of 

her high school, and they met for the 

first time in person.  She had a small 

check in her mind, thinking maybe 

she shouldn’t go with him, but he 

wanted her and promised to take her 

away from all her past.  

Young and in love, Celine left with 

him, hoping to erase all her night-

mares of the past three years.  She 

didn’t realize that he had yet another 

plan.  Her new boyfriend was more 

than she had dared to dream. He 

lived in a different city, in a new 

house in a beautiful neighborhood.  

He lavished Celine with clothes, 

makeup, new phone, and many gifts.  

This new boyfriend gave her every-

thing she had craved and won her 

love and trust.  He would take her out 

on the town and even provided her 

with a fake I.D. so she could go into 

the clubs with him undetected.   

Then one day, he changed suddenly 

and drastically.  He became angry for 

no apparent reason, slapped her a 

few times and walked out after a big 

argument.   A day after he came and 

apologized and brought her a new 

outfit.  He told her she had to start 

paying her way.  He told her she 

owed him for rent, food, clothes, and 

everything he had given her.  Celine 

couldn’t believe what she was hear-

ing and asked him what he meant.                                                  

                                                     Continued... 

“Then one day, he changed 

suddenly and drastically” 
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He pulled out naked photos he had 

taken of her and threatened to post 

them all online for the world to see. 

Celine begged him not to do that, and 

he told her the only way to stop that 

from happening was for her to have 

sex with his friends.  Of course, she 

said no, but that’s when she saw 

something in him she had never seen 

before.  He violently raped her, and so 

did his seven friends, and all was on 

video.  This nightmare was the begin-

ning of 6 years of extreme trauma by 

performing sexual acts with dozens of 

men, day after day, month after horri-

fying month, and year after excruci-

ating year.  Ten other young girls and 

women ended up in this house of tor-

ture with Celine.  So why didn’t Celine 

leave since she wasn’t locked up, tied 

up, or chained up you might ask?  

Most times the mental torment that 

has been placed on someone is far 

worse than the physical; fear can be 

paralyzing.  

Celine finally was rescued when a con-

cerned neighbor called the police with 

what they saw at the house.  Celine is 

now recovering in a faith-based home 

for sex trafficked survivors from the 

trauma that began as a little girl.  She 

says “Now I know what happened to 

me wasn’t my fault.  I deserve to 

dream again”. 

Celine says her dream is to be a social 

worker and help other young people 

be free from the harm of childhood 

trauma and to lead them to Jesus, the 

only true healer.  

DO YOU SEE HER?  

This story is of one young woman who 

was courageous enough to walk out 

her healing one step at a time.  Have 

you known a young woman like 

Celine, maybe your friend, your class-

mate, a co-worker, or perhaps you?  

Garden Gate Ranch is here to help 

young women like Celine.  

“Please know you are worth it, you are 

loved, and you deserve a beautiful fu-

ture.” 

 

If you need help, please 

call or text us at: 

515-393-8400  

 

Everything we do is 

#ForTheLoveOfOne Please sow 

seeds of blessings at: 

www.gardengateranch.com  

For The Love Of One 

“DO YOU SEE HER?” 

http://www.gardengateranch.com
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Experience Strength 
and Hope 

By Deborah Woods 

 

My Experience:  

I want to tell you about one expe-

rience where it should have been 

as clear as glass that I had no con-

trol over my life.  Especially, when 

alcohol is in it and Jesus isn’t.  And 

yet I kept trying to keep alcohol in 

my life. 

At one time in my life, I worked at 

cleaning private homes for a little 

bit more money for my small fami-

ly, and on this day I was going 

to be paid.  During those eight 

hours, I continued to go back 

and forth with the idea that I 

could just stop at the bar and 

have two tall rum and cokes.  

After all, the kids wouldn’t be 

home from school for a couple 

of hours. 

So, it seemed like a good plan 

and I promised myself it would be 

two rum and cokes and then I 

would go home.  Over and over I 

told myself these lies. 

When I finally dusted and vacu-

umed the last room, and received 

my pay, I was ready to put my plan 

into motion.  I parked my car in 

the small parking lot and crossed 

the street to my favorite bar.  I 

was so excited because I KNEW I 

could keep my promise.  

Some clarity of thought did enter 

my mind. The thoughts were so 

simple and actually made more 

sense to me, than the one I want-

ed to put into action. The thoughts 

(or was it Jesus) simply said, "Why 

don’t you just go on home, relax 

before the kids come home?" 

God’s word says this about drink-

ing, "Wine is a mocker, strong 

drink a brawler and whoever is led 

astray by it is not wise." Proverbs 

20:1 

I drank until there was no money 

left, it was late, and it was full 

dark.  So much for that plan.  The 

last thing I remember is leaving 

the bar, getting in my car, starting 

it and backing out.  I must not 

have backed up enough to 

clear..... I have no memory of what 

I hit, a car, one of the cement cais-

sons? I do remember that I was 

not going very fast. Even today, I 

shiver when I think that I could 

have killed someone.  I do not re-

member the 14 mile trip home.  

Not a thing. 

I was a coward, I didn’t want to go 

to jail.  I did go back to the parking 

lot and found a cement divider 

that looked like it had been hit by 

something.  I couldn’t tell my fami-

ly the truth of the accident, I 

couldn’t get their help to get the 

damage fixed without lying.  

I lived in fear and shame for so 

long.  I hated my cowardice. This 

person I had become was not the 

person I wanted to see in the mir-

ror.  

My Strength:   

When you’re not the person that 

God wants you to be, or the per-

son you believe yourself to be, it 

comes with a lot of work to be 

that person.  I was broken and 

hated seeing the distrust in the 

eyes of my family when I spoke 

the truth. 

It takes time, seems like more 

than a life time to see that trust 

reappear, but over time you begin 

to make the right decisions. 

Going to treatment, (the second 

time), I began to SEE the truth as I 

attended AA meetings, getting 

something that I could apply to my 

life.  You go to church and hear 

the truth that God loves you, even 

if you feel broken and lost. 

                                      

                                                              

 

                                                             Continued... 
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You have inside of you the courage 

to do what you know needs to be 

done.  In 2 Samuel 22:40 it says 

"For you have equipped me with 

the strength for battle."  What God 

has written in the Bible is the 

truth.  

Whatever you face either alcohol-

ism, drug abuse, or even yourself 

God has said He will equip you 

with the strength for the battle.  

Grab that truth and do battle. 

I DID. 

I have been sober and free of most 

of my character defects for 27 

years.  Every day of those years I 

have thanked the Lord for the 

courage he gave me, so freely.  

The cravings still come to tempt 

me in the darkest times of my life, 

but the Lord has given me the 

strength to fight them off.  

MY HOPE:  

None of us have had the same ex-

periences weather we are alcohol-

ics or not, but we can learn from 

each other in how we have dealt 

with what easily besets us.  Shar-

ing our hope in our testimonies 

and the love in our hugs.  This bi-

ble verse always gives me hope.  

Acts 2:26 "therefore my heart was 

glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my 

flesh also will dwell in hope." 

The hope I leave with you is to 

turn to our Lord Jesus Christ.  He 

will give you PEACE where you 

once were filled with fear, COUR-

AGE where you once felt like a 

coward, and COMFORT where you 

were once a liar to yourself and 

others. 

Nothing and no one can give you 

what our God, His Son and the Ho-

ly Spirit can give. 

 

Faith Is Not By Sight 

By Evangelist Shane Blanchard 

 

Our senses connect us to the visi-

ble world, to “what is seen.” But 

faith takes us behind the visible to 

the invisible. Paul brought out the 

opposition between faith and sight 

in 2 Corinthians 5:7: “For we walk 

by faith, not by sight.” 

If we walk by sight, we do not 

need faith. If we walk by faith, we 

do not need sight. Each excludes 

the other. The world says, “Seeing 

is believing.” But the Bible revers-

es the order: First, we must be-

lieve then we will see. 

This principle is so important that 

we will look at some passages of 

Scripture that illustrate it. In Psalm 

27:13, David said, “I would have 

despaired unless I had believed 

that I would see the goodness of 

the LORD in the land of the living.”  

Which came first, believing or see-

ing? Believing. What was true for 

David is true for all of us. If we 

cannot believe that we will see the 

goodness of the Lord, we will des-

pair. The thing that keep us from 

despairing is not what we see, but 

what we believe. 

This agrees with the statement 

made about Moses in Hebrews 

11:27: “By faith he left Egypt, not 

fearing the wrath of the king; for 

he endured, as seeing Him who is 

unseen.”  

Nothing in Moses’ visible circum-

stances, at this time, could have 

given him any hope or encourage-

ment. But in spite of all what was 

against him, he endured because 

he was able to see the unseen. 

How did he do this? By faith.  

Faith enables us to see the unseen 

and thus enables us to endure 

when the visible world offers us no 

hope or encouragement. 

Now we turn to the record of Je-

sus raising Lazarus from the dead. 

Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the deceased, 

said to Him, “Lord, by this time 

there will be a stench; for he has 

been dead four days.” Jesus said to 

her, “Did I not say to you, if you 

believe, you will see the glory of 

God?” (John 11:39–40)  

What Jesus asked here of Martha, 

He asks of all who desire to see 

the glory of God. We must believe 

that we will see. We do not see 

first, then believe. We believe first; 

then, as a result of believing, we 

see.  
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Desire’s Testimony 

Discover Hope 517 

At the age of 12, I started smoking 
pot and drinking.  I was never the 
most popular person. I was picked 
on and bullied by many for a long 
time.  When I first began drinking 
and smoking, I began to feel a bit 
more socially accepted, which was 
my excuse to continue doing it.  I 
thought as long as I did, I would 
have “friends”. 
 
At age 15 my mother died unex-
pectedly from a ruptured brain an-
eurysm.  My brother and I were 
then left in the care of my stepdad 
who, unfortunately was a meth 
addict and very mentally and emo-
tionally abusive toward me.  At 
that point in my life I started to re-
bel in just about every aspect of 
my life. It was then that I not only 
began drinking a lot more, I also 
started snorting Adderall.  A girl-
friend of mine had them prescribed 
to her.  So I used on a regular basis 
until about the time I graduated.  I 
continued to smoke pot but 
stopped doing everything else.  I 
got a job as a waitress, got an 
apartment, had my license and a 
car, and I was doing really well for 
myself. I was going forward.  
  
Thomas and I had known each oth-
er since about 7th grade.  We start-
ed seeing each other at age 18, and 
at 19, we got pregnant.  When ba-
by Brayden was about 7 months 
old, Thomas and I got involved 
with DHS due to our use of mariju-
ana.  Not long after that, I left 
Thomas because our relationship 
was abusive, unstable, and un-
healthy.  I struggled being a single 
mom, but I managed and stayed 

with family for a while until I could 
get back on my feet.  Eventually, I 
was able to get a place for my son 
and I to live.  At this point I wasn’t 
smoking pot but I was drinking on a 
regular basis.  One night I was 
wasted hanging out with a few 
people and someone offered me a 
hit of meth.  I thought what could 
one time hurt. HA!  Before I knew 
it everything I had was gone.  My 
home had become a trap house.  A 

revolving door of drugs and peo-
ple.  No longer safe for my son who 
had already been removed for the 
second time.  I thought what rea-
son do I have to quit?  What is the 
point?  My life had completely fall-
en to pieces!  This went on for a 
little more than three years.  I end-
ed up signing over guardianship of 

my son because I just couldn’t get 
it together. 
 
I was stuck for what felt like forev-
er, and then I found out I was preg-
nant again.  Oops!! I didn’t want to 
face it at first, but then I realized 
that this may be my last chance, 
my saving grace.  That was about 
four months ago…  
Today I am sober, building a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ.  I have a 

job, positive supporters, and I am 
able to be a part of my kids’ lives.  I 
am HAPPY, SO HAPPY!!!  
Today I can look back and say, 
Thank you GOD I’m not where I 
was!! 
 
Breaking the bondage of addiction! 
DicoverHope517.org 
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Though Conceived In 
Rape and Abuse, My 
Daughter Deserved a 
Chance to Live 
By Heather Hobbs  
 
 
I don't have it all together.  Often I am 
asked how I have it all together.  What still 
gets under my skin are comments such as, 
"Wow! You are so strong!"  Or, "Your life 
is so perfect now!"  These statements still 
get to me.  If only we could all see behind 
the layers of another person.  I wish there 
was an easier way to share what I feel; 
perhaps a simple shoulder touch that in-
stantly gives a flash of my memories and 
feelings?  The world would be so much 
better if we knew the pain and suffering of 
others so easily.  We could empathize far 
more than we ever thought capable.  In-
stead, I am writing this here and now, al-
lowing the deeply pushed down emotions 
to come to the surface. 
 
I have the most amazing daughter.  She is 
perfect and beautiful in EVERY way; in-
side and out, I can't even begin to express 
the level of kindness and love she possess-
es.  She came to me in a less than ideal 
way -- a way many would consider 
wrong.  I've endured a fair amount of trau-
ma in my life and that led me to many poor 
choices as a teen.  This included who I 
surrounded myself with.  
 
When I was 18, I wanted so badly to es-
cape the life I grew up in.  Though I love 
my parents deeply and I've forgiven all of 
the things that happened, at the age of 18, I 
hated and resented them.  I wasn't mature 
enough to consider their own upbringings 
as they parented us.  My mother was raised 
comparable to the book, “A Child Called 
It.”  She was a run away from juvenile hall 
at seventeen. My step-father was forced by 
his parents to drop out of middle school to 
sell cocaine for them.  He too was heavily 
abused and tormented as a child.  They did 
not know the right way to be parents.  So, 
as a teen I only felt anger and hatred for 
them. 
 
I ended up marrying a man I barely knew 
who was five years older than myself.  I 
realize now I was trying to escape my 
life.  This man was newly enlisted into the 
U.S. Army; hence the marriage, because 
that was a requirement for me to be able to 
go with him to Germany, or so he 
said.  Getting married seemed like "no big 
deal." 
 
 

To keep this short and simple, within 
weeks of arriving in Germany, I suffered 
the most brutal abuse I've ever en-
dured.  Violence was a normal occurrence 
in the world I knew, but the extreme level 
that this was, I knew was not right. 
 
We were roughly 50 minutes from the mil-
itary base in a small village called Arn-
stein.  One of the neighbors heard the 
screams and called the polizei (German 
police) and when they arrived, he had al-
ready left.  The amount of blood resulted 
in an emergency ambulance ride and thor-
ough testing at the hospital.  This hap-
pened shortly before Thanksgiving, 2007.  
 
He was given a slap on the wrist by the 
military police, extra duty, and confine-
ment to the base.  The German police were 
not allowed to intervene.  The military 
refused to EROD (early return of depend-
ents) me back to the United States.  In ad-
dition, I was completely isolated given that 
I had no phone, internet, bank account 
access, and was recently submerged into a 
culture and language I knew nothing about. 
 
At 18 years old I was of course naive, con-
fused, and what felt like the most helpless 
person on the planet.  I left out a lot of 
details intentionally because I am going to 
bypass the period of depression and anxie-
ty that followed and skip to Valentine's 
Day, 2008.  Much happened in the interim, 
but it's not relevant to my purpose in shar-
ing this story now. 
 
Without warning or notification of any 
kind, my abuser was allowed to "surprise" 
me for Valentine's Day.  He showed up 
and violently raped me repeatedly.  Again, 
military police were involved, hospitaliza-
tion was required, but nothing came of it 
for him -- just another slap on the 
wrist.  All the other soldiers who tried to 
help me were reprimanded and forced to 
stay out of it at risk of their own punish-
ment. 
 
Instead of helping me, I was advised to 
attend marriage counseling.  I was told 
“you can't be raped if you are married le-
gally.”  I was made to feel like the bad guy 
in that situation.  I was told I'm not sup-
porting my soldier, that I don't understand 
the stresses of the military.  He had never 
deployed at that point, so my mind couldn't 
even wrap around those statements. 
 
Eventually, I felt suicidal.  I didn't know 
that I was suffering from severe PTSD.  I 
didn't know how to leave Germany, and if 
I did manage to escape and go, I didn't 
know where to go.  I made some friends, 
learned some of the language, but nothing 
that gave me a real reason to want to 

live.  I blamed myself for everything and I 
allowed myself to believe everything was 
my fault.  If I hadn't made him angry, if I 
hadn't gotten married, if I hadn't left Ne-
braska, if I hadn't believed all of his lies, if 
I were smarter or stronger -- all of these 
lines ran through my head over and over 
again. 
 
While planning my death -- because I did-
n't want to fail at that too -- I had the worst 
flu-like symptoms of my life, lasting for 
well over a month.  I assumed all of the 
stress was weakening my immune system 
so heavily that I just couldn't recover.  I 
finally got myself to the hospital -- an ad-
venture to say the least -- relying on public 
transport to get to the city with no 
knowledge of anything.  Luckily, the Ger-
mans are lovely people and ever so helpful 
even if they didn't know what I was say-
ing.  I told the bus driv-
er,"Krankenhaus" (hospital), and that's all 
he needed to hear to help me.  Other peo-
ple on the bus also catered to me:  offering 
me water, a bag for nausea, one lady 
rubbed my head and sang quietly to me, 
which was the most wonderful feeling in 
the world to feel a small amount of love in 
a time where I spent months and months 
feeling none.  

Upon arrival at the hospital, I found out I 
was pregnant.  I had Hyperemesis Gravi-
darum, which is an extreme and debilitat-
ing version of morning sickness.  Though I 
was much further along than most when 
finding out, the doctors knew my situation 
of abuse from the prior hospitalizations. 
The physician lovingly and tenderly let me 
know that he can perform an abortion, as 
well as assuring me that he could heavily 
medicate me for the days following to help 
with the pain. 
 
My world was closing in on me.  The news 
seemed surreal and almost like an out of 
body experience.  I can relive that moment 
as if it were yesterday because it so strong-
ly impacted me.  I was not raised in a pro-
life home nor an environment that would 
shun it.  Many friends in high school had 
them or took morning after pills regular-
ly.  I had a friend who traveled internation-
ally, then sold morning after pills in 
school.  It shouldn't have been a big deal at 
all to do it right then and there.  But I 
simply decided to think about it, then I 
received fluids and IV nutrition, and went 
home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   Continued... 
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Eventually my rapist-abuser found out 
through the grapevine that I was pregnant. 
He came back to where I was residing -- 
again unannounced -- under the guise of 
celebrating his news of a baby, and pro-
ceeded to try to beat the evidence of his 
rape out of me. The timeline perfectly 
matched my "alleged" rape. He had denied 
everything, including any sexual encounter 
and this pregnancy would only reveal the 
truth.  As he choked me on the floor, I 
stared at the ceiling losing consciousness; 
and that was the first time I felt my baby 
kick before passing out. 
 
When I woke up my rapist-abuser was 
gone.  I felt dizzy and confused.  Suddenly, 
I recalled the kick.  I cried for hours -- 
tears not about what happened with him, 
but tears of realizing that I simply couldn't 
kill this child.  It made no sense to keep a 
baby with my circumstances.  It made zero 
sense.  Yet, I had no way to get myself to 
terminate.  
 

 
 
This long yet extremely shortened sum-
mary of how my daughter came to be was 
ultimately to bring you to where I am 
now.  I don't hide my life.  I try to be open 
and honest about all that I've lived through 
so that maybe somewhere, someone out 
there will see the story and see light at the 
end of the tunnel. 
 
But, I don't have it all together.  Ten years 
has passed and I'm not totally over it 
all.  I'm not anywhere close to perfect and I 
don't like the pressure that the statements 
make me feel.  I just did what every moth-
er ought to do -- I fought for my child.  I'm 
not a perfect example of resilience and 
strength.  I struggled, it hurt immensely, 
and I still have small moments of anxiety 
and PTSD-related issues. The experience 
has given me so many good things, includ-
ing my daughter, but no, it wasn't easy.  I 

made many mistakes following and will 
continue to make them.  But, I am so very 
happy.  Today I have a wonderful husband 
and four amazing children, with my oldest 
being the best older sister in the world. 
 
What I did learn? 
 
1. We are stronger than we know.  I didn't 
think I could live through so much, but I 
have and continue to do so.  I do so pro-
ductively and in a positive way. 
 
2. My daughter is smart, beautiful, helpful, 
compassionate, and everything that some-

one could wish for when having a 
child.  She deserved the chance to live, 
whether with me or another family.  She 
has a lot to contribute to this world and I'm 
grateful I didn't deny her and the world of 
her presence. 
 
3. My suffering was not in vain.  The pur-
pose of all I endured wasn't to destroy me, 
but it did build me up to become a better 
person.  I have empathy and compassion 
that I never felt before.  The intensity of 
love I feel for other people now is inde-
scribable. 
 
4. I learned to forgive easily.  I forgave so 
many.  The anger and resentment I once 
felt for various people is gone.  Having the 
bright light of my daughter helped me re-
cover from the trauma, and also to forgive 
those who hurt me. 
 
5. My burdens were lightened.  I can help 
others do the same to the best of my abil-
ity.  I spend as much time as possible help-
ing other women in tough situations.  Post-
abortive or not, women who've went 
through this need love and compassion. 
 
6. The judicial system is severely broken 
and only those who try can change it.  The 
legal battles that followed, as well as the 

lack of counseling and support available 
was tragic.  I see why so many women stay 
with their abusers, or why they give up 
hope and turn to drugs or suicide.  The 
military system is fractured and needs ma-
jor change for women to get through these 
kinds of situations.  Laws need to 
change!  Children conceived in rape need 
to be protected legally.  There are still a 
handful of states which allow rapists to 
retain parental rights even after rape has 
been proven.   
 
7. These babies not only deserve to live, 
but they offer a chance at a real prosecu-

tion for the rapists and possibly a baby 
for a family who would be thrilled to 
adopt. 
 
 
I will end this by saying I know now 
much more than I did then.  If you need 
help, there are resources, but they can 
be difficult to find.  Do not give up.  Do 
not allow the abuser or rapist to take 
control of your life.  You have to 
fight!   It doesn't seem fair and I know 
this is the scariest thing you'll ever do, 
but do not give up on yourself or your 
child.  It will always be there, but it 
does not define you.  You are not a vic-
tim, you are a survivor.  Allow your 
child to be a survivor too.  Allow that 
baby a chance to live and help change 
the world. 

 
 
Heather Hobbs is a Pro-Life speaker and Advocate 
with Save the 1.  To follow Heather see her blog: 
http://savethe1.blogspot.com/2018/03/though-
conceived-in-rape-and-abuse-my.html?m=1 
For more information about Pro-Life Advocacy go to 
http://www.savethe1.com/ 

 

 
IOWA VICTIM SERVICE CALL CENTER’s 
24/7 hotline to your cell phone:  
1-800-770-1650 or text ‘iowahelp’ to 
20121 
 
 

Heather, thank you for sharing your amaz-

ing story of love and life with             

Christian Life Magazine.   

Our testimonies are powerful and useful in 

the changing of “positions” whether indi-

vidual or political.  

 

Sincerely,  

Christian Life Magazine  

http://savethe1.blogspot.com/2018/03/though-conceived-in-rape-and-abuse-my.html?m=1
http://savethe1.blogspot.com/2018/03/though-conceived-in-rape-and-abuse-my.html?m=1
http://www.savethe1.com/
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-DP2D3xkOAWQ/WqniF28QByI/AAAAAAAAZWk/RX1QUtj1xD8HiyM6AR6oXeIj9ljrhbmMACLcBGAs/s1600/Heather+Hobbs+with+daughter+conceived+in+rape.jpg
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What Should A  
Christian Do? 
By Norman Rozandaal 

 

We in the Christian community 
have been taught to trust in the 
Lord for our basic needs and pro-
tection.  Many times in our instruc-
tion some of us have been told that 
“we know how the whole human 
race will end” and we know Christ 
is coming again to rule the world.  
He will reign supreme and He will 
win against the evil one.  Yes, this 
is true and the Bible clearly states 
the outcome. This doesn’t dissolve 
us of our responsibility to be in-
formed, however. 

Our great country was founded on 
biblical principles derived from the 
Holy Scriptures.  The greatest docu-
ment ever formed in the minds of 
humankind was put together and 
implemented by godly men who 
labored and prayed over the hu-
mongous task that confronted 
them.  Following the Revolutionary 
War our statesman leaders sought 
God’s blessing.  Divine intervention 
occurred causing the Articles of 
Confederation to be dismantled 
altogether.  In an attempt to 
amend it, our great Constitution 
was brought forth.  This is the form 
of government we have now en-
joyed for the past 240 years.  As a 
result, we were blessed as a nation.  
Our country went from the primi-
tive ways humans had grown ac-
customed to for centuries in their 
lives of toil and physical strife to 
the modern era of computer chips, 
personal comfort of heating and 
cooling, rapid modes of transporta-
tion, gadgets and remarkable tools, 
medical advances, and schools of 
higher learning within the reach of 

all Americans to make our lives 
better.  This divine intervention 
progress not only propelled our 
country to these amenities but 
brought the world alongside. 

We now find ourselves in a situa-
tion where the present generation 
never experienced the ways of old 
with horse drawn buggies and out-
houses. They have not even lived 
during the time when we as a na-
tion were threatened to be taken 
over by the evil powers of godless 
nations who sought to dominate 
the world and extinguish an entire 
race of Jewish people.  This present 
generation has not been taught, 
and cannot possibly understand, 
that in their hour of need the peo-
ple of that time in our history came 
together as one and worked, 
fought, and died for what we enjoy 
today.  Everyone sacrificed some-
thing. 

Today, some common sense think-

ers who observe what is being 
done would say that many of our 
Christian leadership have become 
so “heavenly minded that they are 
of little earthly good”.  This be-
comes evident when we observe 
their lack of involvement in becom-
ing informed of current events and 
then taking no action to thwart the 
onslaught of evil dominance in our 
culture.   

Yes, the Word of God tells us we 

need to aid in the spread of the 
gospel as commanded in the last 
four verses Matthew 28.  It directs 
each of us to go out into the world 
and preach the gospel, making dis-
ciples of them, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.  Christ then 
says “and lo I will be with you al-
ways”. 

Our responsibility doesn’t stop 
there.   We, today, are lured into 
the idea that we need not be in-
volved or even informed as to what 
is going on around us directly 
affecting our lives and future gen-
erations.  We become complacent 
knowing we are protected by our 
Loving Savior and so we live well, 
enjoying our comfortable affluent 
society.  As a result, our rights un-
der God are being taken away from 
us by the courts, one item at a 
time. 

This way of thinking may not be 
what was intended for us.  It is so 
easy to just live out our lives in our 
own little world.  We don’t want a 
disruption by anything controver-
sial.  We easily find it convenient to 
forget just how it came to be that 
we Christians have the freedom to 
worship and live as we see fit here 
in America.  

We have just celebrated Memorial 
Day here in the US.  What does 
that mean to you?  Do we have the 
responsibility to be informed?  Do 
we need to be involved in running 
for public office?  Do we take the 
time to know what our representa-
tives in government believe and 
how they will govern? And do we 
even vote?  

                                                 Continued... 

“Godly people should be 
participants in the politi-
cal process that allows 
us to have a voice in 
what laws and regula-
tion come upon us.”  
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The answer is yes!  Godly people 
should be participants in the politi-
cal process that allows us to have a 
voice in what laws and regulation 
come upon us. 

Things could have been different if 
the Christian community had done 
their duty in January, 1973, taking 
a stand against the unjust and anti-
Constitutional Roe V Wade and 
Doe V Bolton decisions forced up-
on us, both on the same day.  Per-
haps we wouldn’t be under the 
non-law of the court ruling.   That 
judge decision was split 5 to 4.  Just 
think about it, only one vote by 
one judge changed the course of 
history allowing the subsequent 
slaughter over the years of 
60,000,000 lives in the womb of 
their mothers. The court’s ruling is 
unconstitutional since it has no ju-
risdiction into the life matter.  It is 
not mentioned in the Constitution 
at all.  The basis of the majority 
opinion was tied to the idea that 
the “right to privacy” could not be 
infringed upon thus granting the 
right of the mother to “Kill” her 
unborn child.  No consideration 
was given to the right of the un-
born person, God’s created child 
that is protected under the word-
ing of the Constitution.  The word-
ing there grants the right to life, 
liberty, and, the pursuit of happi-
ness to all Americans.  This judge’s 
ruling is abuse of power since there 
is no mention of privacy in the Con-
stitution either. 

Christians should have risen up in 
multitudes forcing the courts to 
nullify this travesty violation of the 
law. Christians did nothing, believ-
ing the lie put out by abortion ad-
vocates that abortion in the US 
would be rare and only in the first 

trimester.  How did that work out 
for us? 

Then the time honored institution 
of Holy Matrimony, not a state 
matter but a spiritual matter or-
dained by our Almighty God, was 
contested in the high court.  The 
disastrous ruling allowing gay mar-
riage was adopted under the pre-
tense that they, too, deserved their 
right to happiness.  This is not ad-
dressed in the Constitution disal-
lowing it from being heard.  Yet we 
all know how that was done and 
the result left in its wake.   Once 
again Christians were silent. 

The theme of this writing is to 
awaken all Christians to become 
aware of the elections being held 
and come to know what the candi-
dates believe, how they would im-
plement the constitution, and if 
they will follow the will of the peo-
ple and not execute legislation to 
their personal agenda. Take time to 
get to know the candidates and 
hear their ideas and their percep-
tion of the task at hand.  Then go 
out and vote confidently after ask-
ing for God’s direction for you. 

Norman Rozendaal, Republican Platform Committee 

Member.   

Minute Ministries  
By Brad Hendrickson 

I was thinking recently about the 
difficult circumstances each of us 
encounter from time to time. Cir-
cumstances that seen through hu-
man eyes are perhaps insurmounta-
ble, but to God they are no big deal.  
I was picturing a football game and 
we have possession of the ball.  The 
defense is the devil (the circum-
stance) trying to hold us back, in-
timidating us in every way to pre-
vent our moving forward.  I look at 
Jesus as the quarterback and the 
angels as the offensive line.  Jesus 

is the one with the plan, the leader.  
The word of God is the playbook 
and He’s reading the defense for us.  
He knows the tricks and schemes of 
the enemy, so He knows how to 
guide the team.  When we are pre-
sented with a plan, or play, from 
God, we have to choose to follow 
that plan.  If we follow the plan, we 
have our offensive line, the angels, 
making a path for us so we can 
move forward toward the goal.  We 
have to stand on faith which re-
quires putting our shoulder down 
and breaking through the oppo-
nent’s line.  The alternative is to 
follow our own plan and continue 
to get pushed back, losing ground 
over and over.  Our own plans fail 
leaving us overwhelmed and giving 
the enemy victory.  The word of 
God gives us our uniform.  The 
necessary equipment for going into 
battle.  Ephesians 6:10-16 instructs 
a final word:  

“Be strong in the Lord and in His 
mighty power.  Put on all of God’s 
armor so that you will be able to 
stand firm against all strategies of 
the devil.  For we are not fighting 
against flesh-and-blood enemies, 
but against evil rulers and authori-
ties of the unseen world, against 
mighty powers in the dark world, 
and against evil spirits in the heav-
enly places.  Therefore, put on eve-
ry piece of God’s armor so you will 
be able to resist the enemy in the 
time of evil.  Then after the battle 
you will still be standing firm.  
Stand your ground, putting on the 
belt of truth and the body armor of 
God’s righteousness.  For shoes, 
put on the peace that comes from 
the Good News so that you will be 
fully prepared.  In addition to all of 
these, hold up the shield of faith to 
stop the fiery arrows of the devil.  
Put on salvation as your helmet, 
and take the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God.”  

 
Brad Hendrickson is the founder of Minute Minis-
tries.  Contact this ministry at minutemini-
tries18@gmail.com and Minute Ministries on Face-
book.  
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Conservative Principals 
of Public Policy 
By John Hendrickson 

 
 
“What is conservatism? Is it not prefer-
ence for the old and tried, over the new 
and untried?” stated Abraham Lincoln 
in defining conservatism. The con-
servative view of public policy has 
always been to examine issues and 
policies based on prudence and with 
respect for both the United States and 
Iowa constitutions. When evaluating 
public policy conservatives need to 
consider fundamental principles that 
will preserve and defend limited gov-
ernment and economic liberty. The 
conservative also understands that the 
purpose of public policy is the promo-
tion of liberty rather than equality of 
outcomes.  
 
Since government is an extension of 
human institutions, conservatives must 
acknowledge that human nature is fall-
en and cannot be perfected. The politi-
cal philosopher Russell Kirk wrote 
“we cannot make a heaven on earth, 
though we may make a hell.” Con-
servatives should be suspicious of poli-
cies that attempt to bring about ideal-
ized social goals. The “conservative is 
suspicious of all utopian schemes,” 
noted Kirk.  From a state perspective, 
one only needs to consider the conse-
quences of progressive government 
upon states such as Illinois, Connecti-
cut, and California, among others, that 
are attempting to tax, spend, and regu-
late their way to prosperity.  
 
Government, even with the best inten-
tions, cannot solve every problem. As 
an example, a major health concern 
across the nation is the rising obesity 
rates among our population. State and 
local governments are trying to combat 
obesity by punishing behavior using 
sin taxes on sugary drinks. Sin taxes 
are often used by governments to at-
tempt to discourage harmful behaviors, 
while seeking to raise revenues for 
government programs. In practice 
though, sin taxes frequently do not dis-
courage the targeted behavior, nor do 
they raise the projected revenue. This 
is just one example of how govern-
ments cannot legislate utopia. As Larry 

W. Reed, President of the Foundation 
for Economic Education, wrote: 
 

Too often today, poli-
cymakers give no 
thought whatsoever to 
the general state of 
liberty when they craft 
new policies. If it feels 
good or sounds good 
or gets them elected, 
they just do it. Anyone 
along the way who 
might raise liberty-
based objections is 
ridiculed or ignored. 

 
If human nature cannot be perfected, 
then the best course is a limited gov-
ernment that promotes individual and 
economic liberty. “A just government 
maintains a healthy tension between 
the claims of authority and the claims 
of liberty,” wrote Kirk. This was the 
goal of the Founding Fathers when 
they created the Constitution. Govern-
ment must be strong enough to protect 
and adequately govern, but also limited 
to ensure the protection of liberty.  
 
At the state level too, limited govern-
ment policies work to protect and ex-
tend liberty. Perhaps some of the larg-
est public policy debates in legislatures 
across the state are centered on tax and 
budget issues. As noted earlier, states 
such as Illinois and Connecticut are 
struggling because of public policies 
that discourage economic liberty and 
growth. States with high levels of taxa-
tion, spending, and regulation tend to 
have lower levels of economic growth 
and they are losing population.  
 
“The harm done by excessive regula-
tion, taxes, and public expenditures 
plays itself out time and again in liber-
al bastions,” noted constitutional 
scholar Richard A. Epstein. “The pro-
gressive tax and spend agenda has 
been put on trial. Not only do those 
policies lead to much slower growth, 
they also benefit the rich and political-
ly well-connected at the expense of 
everyone else,” argues economists Ste-
phen Moore and Arthur Laffer. 
 
These states do not understand that the 
more you tax something, the less you 
get and that high taxes discourage eco-
nomic growth. Progressives in Iowa 

are constantly calling for more funding 
for education, health care, and numer-
ous other programs, but they seldom 
discuss how they will raise additional 
revenues. Conservatives understand 
that some programs may need addi-
tional support, but they also know that 
raising taxes is a dangerous public pol-
icy solution. 

North Carolina has established itself as 
the gold standard example for con-
servative fiscal policy. Many states 
have looked to the Tar Heel state as an 
example for formulating prudent fiscal 
policy. After suffering from a major 
budget deficit, North Carolina is im-
plementing a historic tax reform policy 
that lowers tax rates across-the-board 
and in the process, controls the level of 
spending.  
 
John Hood, who serves as Chairman of 
the John Locke Foundation, wrote  that 
“while also cutting taxes and regula-
tions to make North Carolina a more 
attractive place to live, work, invest, 
and do business, they [legislature] are 
increasing state spending gradually, 
keeping rough pace with annual chang-
es in inflation and population while 
prioritizing K-12 education and public 
safety.” This is an example of prudent 
tax and budget policy. North Carolina 
has identified that education and public 
safety are state priorities and those pro-
grams are getting gradual increases. 
The result is not only economic 
growth, but North Carolina is rebuild-
ing healthy rainy-day funds and other 
reserves, including their Medicaid re-
serve. 
 
Conservatives know that government 
must look to the private sector to solve 
policy problems. Policy areas such as 
education and health care are often the 
leading drivers of state spending and 
policy innovation is needed to explore 
ways to better deliver services. Many 
states are considering Education Sav-
ings Accounts (ESAs) as an alternative 
way to not only improve the quality of 
education, but also empower parents to 
have greater choice in their child’s ed-
ucation.  
 
A foundational element of conserva-
tive fiscal policy is the importance of 
economic liberty.   
                                                Continued... 

http://www.kirkcenter.org/detail/essence-1957
http://www.kirkcenter.org/detail/essence-1957
https://www.mackinac.org/SP2002-01
http://www.kirkcenter.org/detail/ten-conservative-principles
https://www.hoover.org/research/blue-state-model-has-failed
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/mar/25/no-hillary-its-the-red-states-that-are-dynamic/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/opinion-article/steady-budgets-win-fiscal-race/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/opinion-article/steady-budgets-win-fiscal-race/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/opinion-article/steady-budgets-win-fiscal-race/
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“Separate property from private pos-
session, and Leviathan becomes master 
of all,” noted Russell Kirk. Property 
rights should not only be construed as 
physical property, but that also encom-
passes income. Economic liberty 
means that taxpayers should be pro-
tected from excessive government tax-
ation and spending.  
 
Policymakers must remember that the 
revenues they spend are collected from 
taxpayers across the state. Progressives 
often argue that wealthy citizens do not 
“pay their fair share” of taxes and they 
believe that placing higher taxes on 
some people will create a more equal 
society. This is not only another exam-
ple of utopian policy, but it is danger-
ous economics. As Larry Reed argues: 

Confiscatory tax rates, 
for example, don’t 
make people any more 
equal; they just drive 
the industrious and the 
entrepreneurial to oth-
er places or into other 
endeavors while im-
poverishing the many 
who would otherwise 
benefit from their re-
sourcefulness. 

 
A priority for any government 

must be a protection of taxpay-

ers. By protecting the taxpay-

er, the legislature is not only 

defending economic liberty, 

but also creating a fiscal policy 

based upon low tax and spend-

ing levels that will create 

growth, opportunity, and pro-

vide for the priorities of gov-

ernment.  

 
A conservative worldview is funda-
mental to achieving sound public poli-
cy. The principles of limited govern-
ment and liberty are at the center of 
our American system. By following 
and applying these principles, policy-
makers can ensure that liberty will be 
maintained and strengthened for all 
Iowans.  
 
 

 

Two Cheers For Tax 
Reform 
By John Hendrickson 

 
 
Governor Kim Reynolds and Republi-
cans in the Iowa House and Senate 
identified tax reform as a priority prior 
to the start of the 2018 session.  With 
expectations high for the first signifi-
cant income tax reform in 20 years, the 
discussion on tax policy dominated the 
session.  The Governor and lawmakers 
agreed to a bill on the session’s final 
day and the tax reform they passed is a 
good start in providing tax relief for 
Iowa’s families and businesses.  
 
The tax reform compromise that was 
reached will lower rates and reduce the 
tax burden on Iowans as well as take 
steps toward simplifying our complex 
tax code.  Individual rates will be re-
duced in 2019, including a cut of the 
highest rate from 8.98 percent to 8.53 
percent.  If enough revenue growth is 
realized by the state in future years, tax 
rates will be reduced further, with the 
top individual rate reduced again to 6.5 
percent.   
 
Many Iowa business organizations 
have praised the tax reform legislation 
as being pro-business and pro-jobs. 
Iowa’s highest in the nation corporate 
tax rate of 12 percent will be lowered 
to 9.8 percent.  The legislation pro-
vides additional tax relief for Iowa 
businesses and farmers that is phased-
in over time by increasing Section 179 
expensing and the Qualified Business 
Income (QBI) deductions. Iowa’s sales 
and use tax will be modernized by tax-
ing many digital sales, making the 
competition fairer between online re-
tailers and traditional brick and mortar 
businesses. 
 
Once all of the reforms are phased in 
and, most importantly, if state revenue 
grows enough to trigger additional 
cuts, a total of $2 billion less will be 
taken from Iowans over the next six 
years.  That’s why tax year 2023 will 
be crucial for income taxes. The plan 
requires the state to collect $8.3 billion 
in 2022, up from the $7.1 billion Iowa 
is expected to collect in 2018, before 
the second round of rate cuts occurs. 

This means that Iowa will need to 
grow the state budget by at least 4 per-
cent a year for four years in a row.  For 
perspective, the state has realized 4 
percent revenue growth in less than 
half of the past 22 years.   If the 4 per-
cent trigger is not met then the imple-
mentation of lower income tax rates 
will be delayed.  
 
While this plan is definitely a good 
start, there is always more that could 
be done.  One part of the reform that 
could be improved is our high tax rates 
are only reduced slightly initially and 
then potentially not again until five 
years down the road. More significant 
rate cuts in a shorter amount of time 
would have an even larger benefit in 
terms of economic growth. With the 
passage of the federal Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act and the positive economic 
impact those tax cuts are having on the 
economy, the Iowa legislature has a 
unique opportunity to further build 
upon the boost resulting from federal 
tax reform.  
 
This tax reform plan is absolutely a 
step in the right direction and it will 
help many families and businesses in 
Iowa, but it should be viewed as a 
starting point. The Iowa legislature 
needs to continue their work to lower 
both the individual and corporate in-
come tax rates into the future.  A 9.8 
percent corporate rate is better than 12 
percent, but it is still high compared to 
our neighboring states.  The same is 
true of our future top individual rate of 
6.5 percent.  
 
Lowering rates and controlling the 
growth of state spending must be per-
ennial priorities for the legislature. 
This is the best path for economic 
growth and opportunity for all Iowans.  

 
 
John Hendrickson is a policy ana-
lyst with Iowans for Tax Relief, 
West Des Moines, Iowa 
 

 

http://www.kirkcenter.org/detail/ten-conservative-principles
https://www.mackinac.org/SP2002-01


33 

Teachers Plant Children 

By Marilyn Schuler 

 

If your vision is for a year, plant 
wheat; 

For ten years, plant trees; 

For a lifetime, plant people.         

Author unknown. 

 

My white-haired wisdom realizes 
teachers plant children.  I joined 
the Lynnville-Sully elementary 
teachers full-time in 1968, a fine 
group of experienced, God-loving 
teachers, with a few novices added 
periodically. 

Sixth, seventh, and eighth grades 
were bussed to the Searsboro 
building; Mrs. De Jong and I taught 
sixth graders.  Friday morning 
chapel convened in the gym with a 
rotation of area ministers as speak-
ers.  As I monitored this assembly, 
standing with my back against the 
wall; the Holy Spirit applied God’s 
truth to my heart; I learned several 
life-changing, faith-building les-
sons.  Now my white-haired, Holy 
Spirit prompted wisdom realizes 
the Holy Spirit was speaking to stu-
dents at the same time.  Back then 
we read the Bible, prayed, and 
pledged allegiance to the American 
flag in our classroom every morn-
ing.  The Holy Spirit continued 
teaching us, as we combined fun 
with learning.  These fun events 
come-to-mind. 

In an all school Veterans Day as-
sembly, sixth graders dressed up 
and posed in war vignettes from 
Washington crossing the Delaware, 
to soldiers raising the flag on Iwo 
Jima.  Fifth graders interviewed 

World War II veterans making a 
composite booklet with photos and 
essays. 

Fifth grade science produced many 
fun activities: 

 Seeing if an electric shock 
would complete a circuit 
through a circle of students 
holding        hands.  (It was their 
idea!) 

 Class identifying star constella-
tions together at night. 

 Building bluebird houses. 

 Baking and serving seaweed 
cookies. 

 Incubating chicks (or ducklings 
or quail) and caring for them. 

The last period of the day, sitting 
on the floor, and reading a novel 
together. 

Learning to play fox-and-geese at 
recess after a new-fallen snow. 

Sure, there was memorization of 
math facts and passing a three-
minute time test in addition 
through division, vocabulary, and 
spelling tests, even Iowa Basic Skills 
tests, with unending daily assign-
ments.  That is students working 
hard! 

This teacher believes that through 
students growing-up years, the Ho-
ly Spirit works invisibly, changing 
willing hearts to love and serve our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  ‘Those who 
remain in Jesus, and Jesus remains 
in them, will bear much fruit; show-
ing they are Jesus disciples.’ John 
15:8.   

We former teachers are proud of 
the Lynnville-Sully graduates and 
their many accomplishments. 

Long ago the Holy Spirit asked me 

to write stories for young people.  I 
never got around-to-it until 2011.  
Using stories I had written for a 
Sunday school class, the process 
became clear.  I would take Bible 
stories with an animal already in 
them, make the animal the main 
character, and tell the story.  Ani-
mals of the Bible series at present 
are: 

 The unbroken colt Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem. 

 Raven brothers who fed Elijah 
in the wilderness. 

 Little lamb, who with her shep-
herd saw the angel announce 
Jesus’ birth. 

 Two young giraffes on the ark. 

 Lion family who host Daniel 
and angel for a night. 

 The next one is the snake in the 
garden. 

 

For years I wondered, “How did 
young David acquire such faith in 
God to go up against Goliath?”  
When I finished the rough draft of 
David: Shepherd Becomes Warrior, 
at 2 A.M. one winter morning in 
2014, I was praising and thanking 
God.  I heard myself say out loud, 
with tears running down my 
cheeks; “Thank you, God, for help-
ing me complete what you asked 
me to do so long ago!” 

I Corinthians 3:18 states, “Do not 
deceive yourselves.  If any one of 
you thinks he is wise by the stand-
ards of this age, he should become 
a ‘fool’ so that he may become 
wise.” 

  

                                             Continued... 



34 

Then I unwisely said, “I’m not go-
ing to write about David and Bath-
sheba. I’m just writing one book 
about young David.”  

God said, “You could tell about my 
forgiveness that cleanses and re-
stores.” 

“I will,” I said, “because You for-
gave and restored me.  I’ll also 
write that after You forgive, You 
forget the sin, to remember it no 
more!”  

The third book, David Forgiven 
King is in the publishing process.  
(The second book in the David tril-
ogy is David: Warrior Becomes 
King.) 

When my son, Steve, suggested I 
write about the snake, I said, “Oh, 
no. I’m not writing about that de-
ceitful, lying creature.” Snake’s 
Mistake is in the publishing pro-
cess.  

When I was writing the Rabbi Jesus 
books last year, I told God, “I can’t 
write about Jesus’ crucifixion. I’m 
one who won’t even look at pic-
tures of the crucifixion.” The Rabbi 
Jesus trilogy covers the gospels and 
the first part of Acts.  These books 
are in the edit, correct, rewrite, 
and rewrite process. 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host.  Praise Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost.   

Doxology, 

By Louis Bourgeois 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David: Shepherd Becomes Warrior 

The story of David’s childhood - how he learned about 

his people from Grandma Ruth, and mastered 
the harp and sling.   

 

How he grew to be a young man with enough courage 

and faith to challenge the giant Goliath and fight for 

the honor of his God and his people.  

David: Warrior Becomes King 

The story of David as a young man – how word of his 
bravery spread throughout Israel, how he hid from 
jealous King Saul and how he led and cared for his 
loyal followers.  

 

How David trusted and obeyed Jehovah, drew com-

fort from his close friend Jonathan, and became the 

strong and wise leader Israel needed.  

 

Mrs. Schuler, former teacher of the Editor In Chief of  

Christian Life Magazine also responsible for the 

planting of children such as Youth Pastor Jeremy 

Schnell, Christian Business Owner Matt Zylstra  and 

countless other adults serving the Lord Jesus Christ.  

May we say, thank you.   

Grinnell Author  

 Marilyn Schuler’s  

Animals of the Bible 
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“No matter what you have done, no matter how far you may have traveled away from God, His hand is still 

reaching out to you today.  You can be the Sheep of His Hand.  God is ready to bring you “New Life” 

through His Son Jesus.  If you are ready for a new start, then make a new start with Jesus today...  

It’s simple.  Every person born is dead in trespasses and sin, and every person born needs “New Life”.  

When you ask Jesus to come into your life you are asking for Him to make you whole, a new creation.  Your 

sins are then put onto Jesus and His righteousness is put into you.  This is God’s plan for His creation.  It is 

finished, sin will no longer have dominion over you. 

You’ve probably heard that Jesus died on the cross for your sins.  This means that the death of Jesus has paid 

the price for every man’s sin.  You see sin needs a death payment.  It will either be you or Jesus.  Since Jesus 

already paid that price and has risen from the dead, declaring that sin is defeated, the “ball” is now in your 

court.   

Salvation is literally on the tip of your tongue.  “...because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  

Romans 10:9 ESV 

Love, 

Christian Life Magazine 

 

Thank you to all of our “Ministry Messengers” who faithfully send out this Pure Gospel Publi-

cation to everyone who needs it.  

If you would like to become a Ministry Messenger please go to our website-                         

ChristianLifeMagazine.org or send your request to MinistryMessengers@gmail.com  

 

We want to publish your testimony, or a letter to Christian Life Magazine. 

Please send your letters of 500 words or less to:  

Christian Life Magazine 

P.O. Box 445  

Newton, IA 50208 or to:  

ChristianLifeMagazine.org  

Submission does not guarantee publication.  

All letters containing hateful, graphically lewd gestures of disrespect, or the misuse of Holy Biblical Scripture will not be published. 

All  letters received, including digital correspondence becomes the property of Christian Life Magazine and cannot be returned even when 

instructed.  

 

Christian Life Magazine is a registered non-profit organization who neither supports or endorses any political candidate.  Political commen-

tary is strictly informational, for the perceived  interests of the reader of Christian Life Magazine. 
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Your Advertisement will be seen in print and digital format!   

Go to:  

ChristianLifeMagazine.org to see our latest digital issue, print copies 

sold where available. 

Inquire today! 

To buy advertisement in Christian Life Magazine please send your  re-

quest to: 

puregospelpublication@gmail.com 

 

 

Christian Life Magazine proudly publishes the gospel message.         It 

has changed the lives of countless people for more than 2000 years. 

Help share this good news of hope by becoming a Ministry Messenger. 

Send your request to ministrymessengers@gmail.com   

What is a Ministry Messenger?  Go to ChristianLifeMagazine.org for 

more information. 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to pro-

claim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 

captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 

are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  
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