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“For He is  our God, and we are 

the people of His pasture, and the 

sheep of His hand. Today if you 
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A Profound         

Christmas Gift                              
By Gloria Dixon 

 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judaea in the days of Herod the 
king, there came wise men from 
the East to Jerusalem. Matthew 2: 
11 (KJV) proclaims: “And when they 
were come into the house, they 
saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and wor-
shipped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they pre-
sented unto him gifts; gold, and 
frankincense and myrrh.” 

Based on scripture many of us en-
joy the giving of gifts to others as 
exemplified by the wise men to Je-
sus. And as stated above by 
Matthew, by the time the wise 
men found Jesus and presented 
these gifts to Him, Jesus was a 
young child (not an infant). Also, 
the gifts brought to Jesus were pro-
found and not the kind of gifts we 
would give to our loved ones or to 
a child.  However, we must remem-
ber that Jesus’ birth was prophe-
sied and written in scriptures long 
ago that He would come to save 
the world from sin. Jesus was born 
to die! In Romans 6:23 (KJV) it 
reads: “For the wages of sin is 
death; but the GIFT of God is eter-
nal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Jesus paid the ultimate sacri-
fice for our sins. He gave His life 
that we may have everlasting life. 
So for those of us who receive the 
gift of everlasting life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, I look at it this way. 
Our life has a beginning – but no 
ending!  On the other hand, I see 
eternal life as no beginning and no 
ending. That’s God! 

 
In sharing our journey with leuke-
mia, in Chapter 3 of my book     
Profundities of Love, I share with 
my readers about my husband, 
Charles’ bone marrow transplant. 
Leading up to Christmas morning, I 
mentioned that on December 20, 
1996 the day following the trans-
plant,  Charles was released from 
the hospital to go back to the 
apartment. 

Each day following, Charles would 
walk over to the hospital or I would 
drive him to have labs drawn to 
monitor his blood counts. If some-
thing was out of the normal range, 
Charles was given the applicable 
blood product.  

During our time at the University of 
Minnesota, I had started to donate 
plasma. I had asked the lab techni-
cian to place my name on the bags 
so if Charles ever needed plasma, I 
would like for him to receive mine.  

On December 25, because it was 
Christmas morning, I insisted on 
going with Charles to the lab. The 
lab results indicated that he need-
ed plasma. The lab technician 
brought up two bags of plasma to 
infuse into Charles. The name on 
the bags was labeled “Gloria Dixon 
– donor,” along with the date. Plas-
ma contains proteins, which help 
the blood to clot and it also in-
cludes antibodies which help fight 
infection. Charles’ body had under-
gone high doses of chemotherapy 
and total body radiation so it was 
no wonder that he needed some-
thing to help boost his immune sys-
tem. On that Christmas morning 
Charles was able to receive my 
plasma.  

That was incredible!  

Talk about a wonderful Christmas 
gift to my husband! Indeed we 
hugged, kissed, and praised God 
for that moment. After all those 
weeks of donating plasma, to know 
that Charles needed plasma on 
Christmas morning, to me that was 
truly a profundity, especially since 
he never needed plasma again dur-
ing that time after the transplant 
and up to his death. He had several 
blood transfusions over the years 
after 1996, but he never had to re-
ceive donated plasma again. And 
he lived until January 2014. You 
know what Charles eventually said 
to me? 

“Gloria, your plasma must really 
have been anointed.” He remem-
bered that Christmas morning 
throughout the rest of his journey 
with leukemia.  

Often I revisit the story of the wise 
men and the birth of Jesus to re-
mind myself of the greatest gift of 
all! Jesus!  

However, the gift of plasma to my 
husband on that Christmas morn-
ing in 1996 does not compare to 
the gift that he now has of ever-
lasting life in Heaven with our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ! 

Something to think about: 

This Christmas of 2018 may you 
accept the gift of Jesus Christ as 
your Lord and Savior. And as you 
celebrate the Christmas Season, 
consider giving something that 
adds joy and/or something that 
may even extend spiritual or physi-
cal life to others.   

Wishing you and your family a 
blessed Christmas Season!  

www.gloriadixon.com 

ChristianLifeMagazine.org 
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Common Sense 

By Dr. William Tarbell 

 

Word got out recently that the 
Trump administration is consider-
ing a binary approach to gender. In 
that approach gender would be 
determined by physical attributes 
at birth, indicating male or female 
and nothing more. The reaction 
from those supporting gender di-
versities and expressions was pre-
dictably loud and strong. As far as 
they are concerned, obvious hu-
man rights are being discarded be-
cause of transphobia and blind 
prejudice. One of their spokesper-
sons stated that the existence of 
transgender and other gender di-
versities is simply a matter of 
“conventional understanding”. 
Conventional understanding? 
Roughly speaking, that phrase is 
equivalent to common sense. What 
happens when we apply common 
sense to the concept of gender di-
versity? 
 
First, humanity is one community 
existing in two dimensions, male 
and female. If it does not do so, 
humanity ceases to exist. There-
fore, gender diverse lifestyles may 
exist but not gender diverse life. 
 
Second, gender diversity is an elec-
tive. We live in a comfortable 
world with what seems like limit-
less opportunities for self-
expression. The popular notion is 
that our feelings, desires, and pro-
clivities are open doors we ought 
to go through. No need for limits 
here. However, nature and na-
ture’s God impose their own limits. 
Gender diversity ends up being a 
long road to nowhere.                

Why go there?  
 
Third, there is no clear definition of 
what gender diversity is. Various 
lists of psychological sounding titles 
have been produced trying to de-
scribe as many as a hundred or 
more different states of gender di-
versities and expressions. Who pro-
duced those lists? How do individu-
als decide what best describes 
them? Do they actually understand 
the various drives in their personal-
ities? Can a child determine what 
cannot be defined? 
 
Fourth, it is not possible to define 
in personality that which has no 
clear science to define it. Not long 
ago a Brown University professor 
was branded as transphobic be-
cause her research suggested that 
transgender may be caused by 
nonphysical factors rather than 
fixed physical characteristics. Yet, a 
few days ago, when the Trump ad-
ministration was said to be consid-
ering establishment of gender in a 
traditional manner, gender diverse 
experts announced that no physical 
factors could be found to explain 
gender diversity. Therefore, they 
said, male and female anatomy 
could not predict gender outcome. 
Non-physical factors are obviously 
involved in forming gender they 
claimed. Apparently, science refer-
ring to gender diversity is like try-
ing to glue a whirling dervish to the 
floor.  
           
Fifth, lack of clarity in science 
means lack of clarity in law. If a 
person, even a child, can claim a 
gender status which has no objec-
tive standard of analysis or medical 
diagnosis, then virtually any claim 
about that person’s self-perception 

can be grounds for legal action and 
punishment. You are what you 
think you feel you are, and nobody 
can challenge your stance without 
paying a price! Common sense says 
that such an approach to law is the 
end of law itself.  
 
Sixth, feelings alone can establish 
neither community well-being nor 
justice. Gender diversity is, preemi-
nently, preoccupation with a per-
son’s inner satisfaction without 
due reference to others in family or 
the larger social network. Every-
thing revolves around the axis of 
keeping a personal interest in 
charge of one’s life. Some might 
think such an approach is a sort of 
courage. Common sense sees it as 
building a cocoon from which a 
person never emerges. 
 
G.K. Chesterton observed over a 
century ago that common sense is 
not so common. If he were alive 
today watching gender diversity 
barge through the public square, 
he would probably say that com-
mon sense is dead.  

www.gloriadixon.com 
ChristianLifeMagazine.org 

When you lose a loved one do you know 

what to do? 
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My Favorite Hymn  
By Lavonne Maxwell 
 
I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED 

 
I know not why God's wondrous grace 
To me He hath made known; 
Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 
Redeemed me for His own. 
 
I know not how the spirit moves, 
Convincing men of sin, 
Revealing Jesus thro' the Word, 
Creating faith in Him. 
 
I know not when the Lord may come, 
At night or noonday fair, 
Nor if I'll walk the vale with Him, 
Or meet Him in the air   
 
Daniel Webster Whittle, named after American politi-
cian Daniel Webster, wrote this hymn which was origi-
nally published in 1883. He was born in Chicopee Falls, 
MA, November 22, 1840, and died March 4, 1903.  The 
music was by James McGranahan. 
 
He and his wife Abbie were married August 22, 1862, the night before he went to fight in the 
Civil War.  A year passed before they were together again. 
 
Daniel's mother was a godly woman who brought her children up with strong Christian prin-
ciples and sent a new testament with him when he left for war, Whittle rose to the rank of 
Major, was wounded, and sent to a POW camp.  It was during this time out of boredom that 
he began to read and reread this book. 
While in the POW camp a dying man was begging for prayer.  Moved with compassion Major 
Whittle fell to his knees, asked for forgiveness, and prayed with the dying soldier. He firmly 
believed God used this dying man to bring him (Whittle) to the Lord and, subsequently, to 
lead the dying man to Christ. 
 
The Bible tells us to be ready in season and out of season.  We never know who God will put 
in our path so we must be ready to help them.  Who can you help or bless today?  In so doing 
you will undoubtedly help yourself. 
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Born For Challenges: 
Back to the Basics, III 
by Pastor Jeremy Empie 

 

I hope you have been enjoying our 
Back to the Basics series.  We’ve 
been learning about things that ap-
ply to our daily walk with God.  Just 
a recap if you are reading Christian 
Life Magazine for the first time. 
The first month (September 2018 
Issue) we talked about the im-
portance of having a daily devo-
tional time to connect to God.  Last 
month we learned about faith and 
how important it is. This month we 
are going to talk about serving and 
how it operates in the local church. 
I encourage you to get your Bible 
and a notepad, as you may want to 
write some of this stuff down. 

 

The act of serving puts you in a 
humble position! 

C.S. Lewis said this: “True humility 
is not thinking less of yourself; it is 
thinking of yourself less." 

The economics of the Bible is the 
counter opposite of the world’s 
economics. Let me explain: 

The world says that life is all about 
you.  Do what makes you hap-
py.  Do what makes your bank ac-
count grow.  Climb that corporate 
ladder, knocking off whomever gets 
in the way.  Let’s now compare 
what Jesus says in Matthew. In 
Matthew chapter 19, we are going 
to read verses 16 through 30. 

"Someone came to Jesus with this 
question: “Teacher, what good 
deed must I do to have eternal 
life?”   “Why ask me about what is 
good?” Jesus replied. “There is only 

One who is good. But to answer 
your question—if you want to re-
ceive eternal life, keep the com-
mandments.”  “Which ones?” the 
man asked.  And Jesus replied: 
“‘You must not murder. You must 
not commit adultery. You must not 
steal. You must not testify false-
ly.  Honor your father and mother. 
Love your neighbor as your-
self.”  Verse 20: “I’ve obeyed all 
these commandments,” the young 
man replied. “What else must I 
do?”  Jesus told him, “If you want 
to be perfect, go and sell all your 
possessions and give the money to 
the poor, and you will have treas-
ure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me.”  But when the young man 
heard this, he went away sad, for 
he had many possessions.  Then 
Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you 
the truth, it is very hard for a rich 
person to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  I’ll say it again—it is easi-
er for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich per-
son to enter the Kingdom of 
God!”  Verse: 25 “The disciples 
were astounded. “Then who in the 
world can be saved?” they 
asked.  Jesus looked at them intent-
ly and said, “Humanly speaking, it 
is impossible. But with God every-
thing is possible.”  Then Peter said 
to him, “We’ve given up everything 
to follow you. What will we 
get?”  Jesus replied, “I assure you 
that when the world is made new 
and the Son of Man sits upon his 
glorious throne, you who have been 
my followers will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.  And everyone who has 
given up houses or brothers or sis-
ters or father or mother or children 
or property, for my sake, will re-
ceive a hundred times as much in 

return and will inherit eternal life”. 
Verse 30: “But many who are the 
greatest now will be least im-
portant then, and those who seem 
least important now will be the 
greatest then." 

Let’s take a moment to examine 
this a little. 

To glean a little better understand-
ing of verse 21, let’s read it from 
the Amplified Translation:  “Jesus 
answered him, “If you wish to be 
perfect [that is, have the spiritual 
maturity that accompanies godly 
character with no moral or ethical 
deficiencies], go and sell what you 
have and give [the money] to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me 
[becoming My disciple, believing 
and trusting in Me and walking the 
same path of life that I walk].” 

This is powerful! I want you to    
understand the latter part of verse. 

21:  [becoming my disciple, believ-
ing and trusting in Me and walking 
the same path of life that I walk].” 

 

Servant-hood is equivalent to 
trusting Jesus with everything. 

Trusting in Jesus is often difficult. 
However, it is a must.  It goes back 
to what we talked about last week, 
faith.  Even Jesus Himself learned 
how to trust God.  Let’s look at 
what happened in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.    

 

 

 

 

                                                  Continued... 
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Matthew 26:36 “Then Jesus went 
with them to the olive grove called 
Gethsemane, and he said, “Sit here 
while I go over there to pray.”  He 
took Peter and Zebedee’s two sons, 
James and John, and he became 
anguished and distressed.  He told 
them, “My soul is crushed with 
grief to the point of death. Stay 
here and keep watch with me.” 

Verse 39: “He went on a little far-
ther and bowed with his face to the 
ground, praying, “My Father! If it is 
possible, let this cup of suffering be 
taken away from me. Yet I want 
your will to be done, not 
mine.”  Then he returned to the dis-
ciples and found them asleep. He 
said to Peter, “Couldn’t you watch 
with me even one hour?  Keep 
watch and pray, so that you will 
not give in to temptation. For the 
spirit is willing, but the body is 
weak!”  Then Jesus left them a sec-
ond time and prayed, “My Father! 
If this cup cannot be taken away 
unless I drink it, your will be 
done.”  When he returned to them 
again, he found them sleeping, for 
they couldn’t keep their eyes open”. 

Verse 44: “So he went to pray a 
third time, saying the same things 
again.  Then he came to the disci-
ples and said, “Go ahead and sleep. 
Have your rest. But look—the time 
has come. The Son of Man is be-
trayed into the hands of sinners. 
Up, let’s be going. Look, my betray-
er is here!” 

I want to bring Your attention to 
verse 39, and we are going to read 
it out of the Amplified Bible: “And 
after going a little farther, He fell 
face down and prayed, saying, “My 
Father, if it is possible [that is, con-
sistent with Your will], let this cup 
pass from Me;                                 

yet not as I will, but as You will.” 

Jesus, who is fully God and fully 
man, was struggling.  He did not 
want to die that horrible death 
which was fast approaching Him.  

Jesus Christ is the ultimate servant. 
His record is impeccable, and He 
will never let you or me down. 

Romans 15:7-8: “Therefore, accept 
each other just as Christ has ac-
cepted you so that God will be giv-
en glory. Remember that Christ 
came as a servant to the Jews to 
show that God is true to the prom-
ises he made to their ancestors”. 

I find it very interesting that Jesus 
went down to go up.  Let me ex-
plain: 

Philippians 2:5-11:  “You must have 
the same attitude that Christ Jesus 
had. Though he was God, he did 
not think of equality with God as 
something to cling to.  Instead, he 
gave up his divine privileges; he 
took the humble position of a slave 
and was born as a human being. 
When he appeared in human form, 
he humbled himself in obedience to 
God and died a criminal’s death on 
a cross.  Verse 9: Therefore, God 
elevated him to the place of highest 
honor and gave him the name 
above all other names, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue 
declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father”. 

 

Being a servant will help you 
learn where your heart truly is. 

Proverbs 4:23 says: “Guard 
your heart above all else, for it 
determines the course of your 
life”. 

Our hearts are naturally wicked. 
Jeremiah pegged it when He said 
this in Jeremiah 17:9, “The human 
heart is the most deceitful of all 
things, and desperately wicked”.   

Who really knows how bad it is? 

One of the ways I believe we can 
keep our heart under check is to 
serve. Serve your neighbor, serve 
your family, serve your church, and 
even serve your community.  God 
will reward you as you begin to 
serve each other.  Why?  Because 
you are ultimately serving Him. 

 

Next month I’m going to finish this 
4 part series.  We are going to dis-
cuss the importance of tithing to 
your local church.  My family and I 
would like to say that we hope you 
have a Merry CHRISTmas and a 
blessed 2019!!! 

Please contact me as I’d love to 
hear from you!Pastor Jeremy Em-
pie  

Jeremy@TheBethesdaHouse.org          
(641) 569-7024 Ext. 101                           
Bethesda House 201 High Avenue East    
Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577-2838               
Office Number: (641) 569-7024         
Church Service Time: Saturdays, 6:00 P.M. 
(Meet & Greet) 6:30 P.M. (Worship)  

Web Site: www.TheBethesdaHouse.org 
Blog: www.BornForChallenges.org 

ChristianLifeMagazine.org 

http://www.BornForChallenges.org
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A Pastor’s Note  
By Pastor Amos Cotter 

 

It is an interesting thing, watching 
people grapple with Christianity. 
Those who ask questions, and 
those who mock, or ridicule. In my 
personal opinion I believe that they 
do so because they either don’t 
understand it, or because it scares 
them. 

I had the opportunity to work with 
a certain individual. Out of respect, 
I won’t mention his name. I’ll just 
call him Bob. Bob had a very rough 
and tough exterior. I believe that it 
was his way of making sure people 
didn’t mess with him. A mental de-
fense mechanism if you will. With 
the mindset of “They can’t hurt 
what they can’t touch.” 

Now, being a pastor, it is my re-
sponsibility to lead, exhort, and 
defend. As such, when I see anyone 
who knows they are lost, and I 
have regular contact with them, it 
is for a specific purpose. In early 
October I asked Bob what his 
stance was on Christianity. His re-
sponse was as follows. 

“Christianity, like any other reli-
gion, is a farce. A good idea that 
turned into a set of rules designed 
to put you in a box and control 

you.” 

My response, “Well Bob, that’s 
where you are wrong. Christianity 
isn’t a religion… Christianity is a 
relationship.” 

I didn’t hear anything else about it. 
He asked no further questions, and 
did not bring the subject up again. 
Fast forward almost 10 months, 
and much had changed. I ended my 
time at that office in January. In 
August of that same year I received 
a random message from Bob. It 
seems as though Bob had been 
though what I will call a season of 
purpose. He finally had something 
to strive for, something to pursue. 
Family. A woman and her two kids 
snapped him out of what I will just 
call self-destructive behavior. 

He had become adjusted to the 
swing of being a family man, he 
was happy and comfortable. Until 
Satan got involved. For reasons 
that I do not believe were his fault, 
he was no longer able to visit with 
her or the kids. 

He remembered the light he saw in 
me. The Godly lifestyle I displayed. 
I am proud that I displayed the be-
havior that is talked about in 
Matthew 5: 14-16 

“You are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on a hill cannot be 
hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp 

and put it under a basket, but on a 
lampstand, and it gives light to 
all who are in the house. Let your 
light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

Bob came to me seeking council. 
His tough exterior clearly had been 
worn down. He was just a shell of 
the man I used to work with. I want 
to give a quote from an unknown 
source.  

“Love is the act of giving someone 
the power to destroy you, and 
trusting them not to use it.”  

It seems that Bob had done such an 
act. He was (and in my opinion still 
is) heavily invested in this relation-
ship. I believe, even if Bob doesn’t 
know it yet, God is about to rock 
him the to the core. In the weeks 
after I had more meetings with the 
man, I began to see a definite 
difference. He seems more collect-
ed and a bit more stable. And It is 
truly an honor to see the Lord 
working in his life.  

This is Pastor Amos reminding you 
that even though you may not see 
it, God is working, and your story is 
important to Him. 

Hey there, I‘m lame, but my story isn’t.  While 

faced with a crippling health crisis from a Fluo-

roquinolone antibiotic, God never ceased to 

work miraculously in my trial.  Life threw me 

some dung, but God is teaching me how to use 

it as fertilizer to grow my mustard of faith.  

Amy Moser 
ChristianLifeMagazine.org 
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Contemplation             
By Pat Butin 

 

 

Sammy, my favorite resident squir-

rel, was back on his perch this 

morning.  He usually sits there 

around 6:30 or 7 a.m.  His perch is 

a small piece of a branch about 25 

feet up the ash tree in the back 

yard along the alley.  He sits there 

every morning, his long fluffy red 

tail hidden by the tree trunk and 

his little head down over the end.  

I’m never sure whether he’s simply 

napping there in the rising sun (his 

perch faces east) or if he’s medi-

tating about his day.  Do the lower 

animals actually think?  Are they 

equipped to?  Whatever he does 

there, I watch him, enjoying his 

stillness, wondering what he’s 

thinking. 

On these quiet sunny mornings he 

lies there, not moving, occasionally 

running a tiny paw across his face, 

being still in the warmth of the sun.  

I never see him there on overcast 

or rainy days.  So maybe his animal 

instincts just tell him he needs the 

benefits of the sun for his good 

health, just as humans do.   

But what if Sammy actually is medi-

tating, contemplating-planning his 

day?  What if these so-called lesser 

mammals really are smarter than 

we think and we have failed to 

learn the significant lessons of 

God’s nature by not paying more 

attention to them? 

Watching Sammy on these days 

when he’s out there, perhaps only 

resting, inspires me to slow down 

and think about my own life.  I 

used to have a note pasted on my 

computer that said “Be still and 

listen to the small voice inside 

you.”  As my life picked up speed, 

as all of our lives seem to do, I 

would read it when I worked, but 

mostly I just signed and stayed on 

the fat and ever faster track of my 

daily life.  However, when I began 

to see this little guy each day out 

my window, just sitting there for a 

while I realized I was ignoring a 

very important message from God. 

In today’s world, it seems we are 

rushing steadily downhill, sleeping 

less, working more, worrying about 

things that we honestly believe are 

the most important in our lives, 

and never stopping to contemplate 

what really is.  Or what purpose we 

should be pursuing in our life be-

fore we leave it.  How are we to 

know what our real purpose should 

be?  I believe if you ask the Lord, 

He will lead you to the answer. 

My paternal grandmother, one of 

the most Christian people I ever 

knew, suffered the last twenty 

years of her long life with a form of 

slow growing cancer.  Her condi-

tion would get critical and we 

would rush to Kansas to be with 

her.  Then, she would rally and go 

home again.  We talked about 

those close calls once, and she said 

she believed the Lord would not 

call her Home until she had com-

pleted her purpose for being here.  

I believe she was right.  In spite of 

having come very close several 

times myself to leaving this life, I’m 

still here.  Apparently, I have not 

fulfilled my purpose yet. 

Whatever your faith, no one who 

reaches adulthood fails to ask 

themselves at one time or another, 

why am I here?  What is my true 

purpose in the short time I will be 

here?  Is it really to spend my time 

and energy hustling after a better 

job, more stuff, or greater prestige 

in our society?  If you have not dis-

covered your true purpose, per-

haps it’s time you ask the Lord to 

help you find it.  
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 “No matter what you have done, no 
matter how far you may have trav-
eled away from God, His hand is 
still reaching out to you today.  You 
can be the Sheep of His Hand.  God 
is ready to bring you “New Life” 
through His Son Jesus.  If you are 
ready for a new start, then make a 
new start with Jesus today...  

It’s simple.  Every person born is 
dead in trespasses and sin, and eve-
ry person born needs “New Life”.  
When you ask Jesus to come into 
your life you are asking for Him to 
make you whole, a new creation.  
Your sins are then put onto Jesus 
and His righteousness is put into 
you.  This is God’s plan for His cre-
ation.  It is finished, sin will no 
longer have dominion over you. 

You’ve probably heard that Jesus 
died on the cross for your sins.  
This means that the death of Jesus 
has paid the price for every man’s 
sin.  You see sin needs a death pay-
ment.  It will either be you or Je-
sus.  Since Jesus already paid 
that price and has risen from 
the dead, declaring that sin is 
defeated, the “ball” is now in 
your court.   

Salvation is literally on the tip 
of your tongue.  “...because, if 
you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be 
saved.”  

Romans 10:9 ESV 

 

Love, 
Christian 
Life          
Magazine 
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Here Are Their Stories 
By Mr. & Mrs. Rose  

 

Mrs. Rose: 

I grew up with an on again off again 
relationship with God.  I was always 
teetering on the fence, unable to 
fully commit to God.  I was afraid I 
would miss out on the fun the 
world had to offer.  Little did I real-
ize that what the world had to offer 
always led to an unfulfilling empti-
ness!  I knew God’s truth.  I knew 
that I should stay pure until mar-
riage and marry a godly husband.  I 
knew what I should do, but my re-
lationship with my heavenly Father 
was a fleeting thought when I en-
tered my teenage years. Like many 
teenagers, I knew it all and I was 
going to do what I wanted to do 
with my life.  I put myself in a situa-
tion to where I lost my virginity to a 
rape.  The devil shamed me in be-
lieving that it was my fault and that 
I could no longer be pure.  I then, 
as a lot of teenagers do, continued 
on to experiment with alcohol and 
search out affection from boys.  I 
defiled my body in search of love. 

In college I met a wonderful Chris-
tian man, but I was still teetering 
on the fence.  I would go to my 
Christian groups on Wednesday 
nights and right after the meeting I 
would party with my other friends.  
The gentleman I was dating cared 
for me deeply, but I could not give 
up my double life.  I was devastat-
ed when the relationship ended, 
but not enough to give up the 
world.  I continued to drink and 
met another man who was not a 
Christian, but at this time I didn’t 
care.  We moved in together and 
within a few months we were preg-

nant.  We eventually married when 
my daughter was almost three, and 
would then have another daughter.  
Unfortunately, my children where 
not being raised in the church.  
When our second daughter turned 
two we divorced.  I dated a guy for 
a short period and entered into 
sexual sin.  My ex-husband re-
turned into my life requesting that 
we see a pastor for counseling and 
go into the church of God as a fami-
ly. 

I realized then that the desire for a 
relationship with God was still deep 
in my heart, my soul.  I had a moth-
er who had never stopped praying 
for me to return to my heavenly 
Father.  Things went well for a 
while, my husband received Christ, 
and we attended church together 
as a family.  We re-married but 
within the next year God was 
pushed out of our relationship and 
we stopped going to church.  We 
resumed our party life going out 
and drinking with our friends.  Our 
relationship hit a sexual rut so to 
compensate we began to watch 
pornography together.  The bad 
thing about porn is that it’s never 
enough, our sinful nature continues 
to want more.  Through a vision my 
mother had shared with me, I re-
ceived a warning that my spiritual 
life was in trouble.  I turned back to 
God fervently.  .  I returned to 
church and made a decision to live 
a life for God whether my husband 
followed or not.  Obviously the 
devil was not happy so he went to 
work.  At one point my husband 
approached 
me to include 
other couples 
into our rela-
tionship.         
I  was devas-

tated!  How could my husband say 
he loved me but would want me to 
have sex with another man?  The 
devil continued to work on me, and 
I didn’t want to lose my husband.  
After a few months of talking about 
“swinging”, and my mind being 
damaged already by pornography, I 
gave in to the idea.  I wanted to 
make my husband happy.  Actually, 
I began to enjoy our new adven-
ture.  We started talking to other 
couples and found a few that we 
connected with.  Before long we 
set up dates and joined into this 
sexual sin.  My husband became 
more attentive to me and he be-
came everything that I thought I 
wanted in a husband.  The devil 
knew that I had made a decision to 
serve God and I was lured in.  He 
knew I wanted my marriage to 
work and I would try anything to do 
that, even allowing sexual sin into 
the marriage bed.  What the devil 
did not take into account is that 
God had already started transform-
ing me.  After engaging in this sexu-
al sin, it became disgusting to me.  I 
felt dirty and shameful.  I had lost 
all respect for my husband and I 
couldn’t be a part of this tryst any 
longer.  I ran to God for for-
giveness.  I told God that I would 
give up everything, even my mar-
riage for Him, if I had to.  I could no 
longer live like the world lived.  I 
told my husband that I could no 
longer engage in these activities.  
He said he understood and we 
stopped, but his affection for me 
changed drastically.  Our marriage 
went down fast.                                                        

Continued...  
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I prayed, as I had for years, for him 
to turn to Christ, but he hadn’t.  He 
didn’t like the changes I was mak-
ing in my new life with Christ.  My 
husband’s spirit and mine began to 
clash badly and he wanted out of 
the marriage.  Honestly, I did too.  
Needless to say we were unequally 
yoked and every day it became 
more evident.  In 2014 we separat-
ed. 

I was growing in Christ and my life 
was great!  I had made Jesus my 
husband.  I didn’t need an earthly 
husband because I was happy with 
who I had become.  I was living my 
life for God and if that meant being 
alone I was okay with that.  For 
once in my life God was enough!  
What a great place that is to be in!  
I was fulfilled in Christ and I no 
longer needed what this world had 
to offer.  There were times though 
when I had prayed for God to give 
me a partner to do Kingdom work 
with.  I told God that I was not 
choosing my husband this time-it 
was His turn.  God prompted me to 
make a list of my desires, what I 
wanted in a godly husband.  I feel 
sometimes we need to be specific 
when asking God what we want.  
He knows our desires, but it is step-
ping out in faith and asking for it 
that matters. 

I met Chris in April of 2018.  I had 
went to a gala for Garden Gate 
Ranch.  Before I went I made the 
comment, “maybe I will meet my 
Boaz tonight”.  I was walking down 
the steps in a long gown of roses 
and caught the eye of Mr. Rose.  
He shyly grinned at me and I smiled 
back.  At that moment I sensed 
something had changed in me.  
Though Chris had not realized our 
connection…  Yet!  

I am normally not that person 
who makes the first move, but I 
did search out Chris on Facebook.  
I messaged him and introduced 
myself.  He still had no clue I was 
interested until I text him good-
night and good morning the next 
day.  He understood.  Later I was 
to find out that God had taken 
him out of a homosexual lifestyle.  
Satan had let him think that he 
would be alone for the rest of his 
life because of his past.  Satan is 
good at trying to keep people 
down.  Chris knew he wanted to 
live but thought he would do it 
alone as I had come to believe.  
God is so good and that is not 
what God’s plan was for us. 

Chris and I met for coffee and we 
have been together ever since.  
God has given me every desire 
that was on my list for a husband 
and much more.  In six months we 
went from coffee to getting mar-
ried on 11/18/2018.  God has giv-
en me total peace about Chris’ 
past and my own.  God has taken 
us out of the sexual sin that the 
world invited us into, He has led 
us into a covenant relationship.  
Chris and I have been sexually 
pure and will enter our marriage 
this Sunday with hearts washed 
clean with the Blood of Christ.  
God’s way is better if we believe 
and follow after His Truth.  The 
world will only lead to death and 
destruction.  I thank God for bring-
ing such blessings into my life.  

 

Mr. Rose:  

There are still times when I am 
caught in great amazement and  

Continued...  
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unbelief that Angie is in my life.  
It’s hard to explain but there are 
moments when I come into realiza-
tion, stunned that finally I am cou-
pled with whom the Lord intended.  
This is really happening?  Forgive 
me for being somewhat dramatic.  
Years have passed since leaving the 
homosexual lifestyle, and in these 
years I had coveted other marriag-
es very much wanting marital bliss 
for myself.  I figured I could never 
have what the men in my church 
were given, their Eve.  I remember 
praying to God for those things 
that I had wanted in my Eve.  Angie 
displays them all.  The Lord is good, 
my Father knows what I need, and 
He has given bountifully. 

Early in the relationship I wasn’t 
sure I knew how to carry a woman 
in intimacy.  I was never given this 
father-to-son formal training on 
how a man is to carry a woman 
emotionally, spiritually, and pri-
vately.  The men around me and 
those in my family responsible for 
this training seemed just as con-
fused as I had become.  None of 
them displayed the gold effect of 
unbreakable, godly relationships, 
and their women were stone stat-
ues of expressions suggesting that 
one day they might be fulfilled.  
Insecure, I opened up to Angie and 
explained this missing element, she 
knew exactly what I meant.  About 
a month later Angie would recall 
this insecurity in a conversation.  
She explained to me that I must 
know what I’m doing because all of 
what she needed spiritually and 
emotionally I was providing.  I, to 
this day praise God realizing that in 
those years of insecurity He was 
training me up for this season. 

The day we met for coffee was the 

day I told her of my past, a long 
fifteen year stint, an imprisonment 
in the homosexual lifestyle.   I fig-
ured if the horror of my past didn’t 
cause her to run then maybe God 
was somehow blessing me, was 
she the answer to prayer? 

A few days had past and we had 
met again.  This time she asked if I 
wanted to have children.  Deep in-
side the recesses of my soul my 
answer was yes and absolutely, but 
my past was dictating my future 
and as far as I knew children would 
not be possible.  Angie had instant-
ly sharpened her tone before I 
could answer saying that her last 
boyfriend wanted children which 
broke up their relationship.  I 
stayed quiet and recalled my as-
sumption that what I had sown in 
my sexual history would never 
bring children anyway, so it was 
easy to comply. 

We began to share our past, our 
insecurities, our likes and dislikes.   
I noticed that what we shared was 
much deeper than celebrating our 
favorite colors.  Her favorite color 
is red and mine is blue.  Our tem-
peraments are similar.  I under-
stand her and she understands me.  
I feel we have come together 
peacefully and there is nothing 
forced when trying to join together 
in the simplest of matters, even in 
the toughest.  There have been 
many times when I would realize 
that she must be the one sent of 
God so that I would not be alone.  I 
asked her to marry me on October 
5th.  Altogether, I know God has 
given me a second chance and His 
promises are at my reach.  I pray I 
listen to her as my mother has in-
structed, and not to hurt her as my 
Heavenly Father has demanded.                                

 Continued...  
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It was only six months ago that I 
was a single man seemingly des-
tined to serve the King of Kings 
alone.  Although my marching or-
ders haven’t changed it is Genesis 
2:18-24 that explains why Angie is 
in my life, and has become my 
wife.  We married on November 
18, 2018.  (Yes, I remembered the 
date.)  

I was fifteen years old when a rela-
tionship with God became, for me 
also, a fleeting thought.  It was as if 
the bond between me and grace 
was flimsy and easily broken.  I be-
gan to smoke cigarettes and drink 
alcohol, quickly moving away from 
His righteousness.  I met my ex-
wife and after fornication our plans 
to marry were established.  Little 
did she know that my past, even 
then, was riddled with thoughts of 
homosexual sexual encounters, 
and these fantasies was something 
I was burning to experience.  

I have come to learn that trauma in 
my early childhood developed con-
flicting identification markers.  In-
ternally, I insisted to be pro-
grammed as a little girl.  Eventually, 
at puberty my assertions would 
demand a male to be my natural 
opposite, but biological mandates 
would over power my insistence 
and pressure to be obedient to 
them solidified my decision to 
eventually marry a person of the 
opposite sex.  The deep scars of 
fear, insecurity, and abuse that I 
believe led to homosexual identity 
and behavior were never tended 
to.  My effort to cover over these 
feelings, ignore their origin, and 
identify accordingly was important.  
I was married for the first time in 
1995.  Nine months later we sepa-
rated and I joined into the homo-

sexual lifestyle.  Finally, I would 
commit my life over to the under 
tows and currents of homosexual 
tendencies that now were begin-
ning to be normalized and cele-
brated in society.  I was free to ex-
press myself as my traumatic child-
hood had ordained.  Let me stop 
here and have the reader under-
stand.  The trauma was abuse, ne-
glect, and a refusal to acknowledge 
my own masculinity.  These care-
fully laid out plans of the enemy, 
were intended for my destruction, 
and the professional world, even 
today, demands that homosexually 
identified persons ignore their 
trauma and live in an identity pre-
scribed by tolerance and fueled by 
political agenda.  May I say the fol-
lowing with an unbreakable confi-
dence!  When the abuse and ne-
glect were covered by the blood of 
Jesus Christ, revealed in His light, 
and resolved by His matchless 
grace I came alive unto God func-
tioning as He intended this man to 
behave!  Jehovah has healed!  

It has been nearly ten years living 
in a biblically prescribed, real iden-
tity.  My entire life has become visi-
ble proof of the existence of God 
and His mercy unto man who is 
Jesus Christ.  Since my repentance 
Joel 2:25-32 resounds in my soul.   

 
“And I will restore to you the years 
that the locust hath eaten, the can-
kerworm, and the caterpiller, and 
the palmerworm, my great army 
which I sent among you. And ye 
shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, 
and praise the name of the LORD 
your God that hath dealt won-
drously with you: and my people 
shall never be ashamed. And ye 
shall know that I am in the midst of 

Israel, and that I am the LORD your 
God, and none else: and my people 
shall never be ashamed. And it 
shall come to pass afterward, that I 
will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh; and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old 
men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions: And 
also upon the servants and upon 
the handmaids in those days will I 
pour out my spirit. And I will shew 
wonders in the heavens and in the 
earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
smoke. The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, 
before the great and the terrible 
day of the LORD come. And it shall 
come to pass, that whosoever shall 
call on the name of the LORD shall 
be delivered: for in mount Zion and 
in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, 
as the LORD hath said, and in the 
remnant whom the LORD shall 
call”. 
 
Great is the faithfulness of the Lord 
God.  Other than countess encoun-
ters with the Lord Jesus, the Spirit 
of God leading me into full under-
standing of the doctrine of grace, it 
is Genesis 2:18-24 that has 
changed my perspective on sexuali-
ty.  God still provides an awesome 
provision for man.  But unfortu-
nately there are those who still 
confuse and miss the blessing of 
the Lord, clamoring incessantly for 
a worldly and dark counterfeit.   
 
With my heart full of anger and 
militant thoughts against those 
who march proudly to the beat of a 
rainbow drum the Spirt of God 
took me into His word.  The first 
thing I noticed in Genesis 2:18-24 
was a beautiful relationship        
between a father and son.   

Continued... 
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“And the LORD God said, It is not 
good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him an help meet for 
him”.  Genesis 2:18 KJV  This truth 
set me free in understanding, also 
today, why Angie has come into my 
life.  God’s heart toward man has-
n’t changed.  He still finds im-
portance in bringing to man a “help 
meet”, which is to say a suitable 
partner, one who is a perfect fit for 
His created, for His son.  As I con-
tinued on the path of understand-
ing the Holy Spirt took me farther 
into the father-son relationship 
pointing out the bond of love be-

tween them.  In the end the anger I 
mistakenly possessed for the ho-
mosexually identified, at the time 
the Supreme Court ruled in favor of 
gay marriage, was replaced with an 
unshakable compassion I had never 
felt before.  I realized that all ho-
mosexual identified persons seek 
fervently a fabulous pairing, a per-
son who is their perfect fit.  I too 
clamored for the finding of such 
person when homosexually identi-
fied, and suffered in the counter-
feit I so desperately sought after.    
Available to those who are washed 
in the blood of Jesus Christ is this 
awesome provision of marriage.  
The extraordinary protection and 
gold standard of covenant mar-
riage which had caused Adam, 
God’s son to proclaim, “Then the 

man said, this at last is bone of my 
bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man."       
Genesis 2:23 ESV  
 
Unaware of historical commentary 
I believe the 23rd verse shows Ad-
am praising and worshipping His 
Father. In deep thankfulness Adam 
was no longer alone, but more so 
Adam was given the perfect gift.  
At first sight the son received his 
father’s promise.  Believing that 
there was nothing else in creation 
that would compare, Adam waited 

and trusted to 
see his father 
gloriously pro-
vide exactly what 
he needed.  The 
purpose of mar-
riage is an honor-
ing of what God 
continues to do 
for mankind, a 
bringing      to-

gether of one man and one woman 
so that His children will not be 
alone.  But for those who look else-
where in creation will, according to 
God’s word, receive their counter-
feit.  And to this I say, have it your 
way if you prefer, but there is heal-
ing in the Name of Jesus Christ and 
mounds of provision available!  It is 
this counterfeit revelation that 
draws my heart into compassion 
for those who see their Eve or their 
Adam unsuitable, who sadly is then 
thrown onto the trash heap. 
 
It has taken us years of trial and 
error to finally surrender to God’s 
provision.  Mrs. Rose and I can be 
proud that we waited to consum-
mate our relationship, honoring 
God with our bodies.   

I cry out-she is bone of my bone 
and flesh of my flesh!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Father for your  
wonderful provision of         
marriage, and thank you for our 
given testimony of Your grace 
that richly glorifies Your mercy 
which is Jesus Christ who is our 
Life.  
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 How Do We Raise Our 
Children in the Age of 
#MeToo? 

By Rita Baker 

 

In recent months our culture in 
the United States of America has 
been permeated with #MeToo.  
This movement appears to have its 
roots with several Hollywood ac-
tresses coming forward with alle-
gations against powerful film mo-
gul Harvey Weinstein.  Several 
now successful celebrities of film 
and television claim that Mr. 
Weinstein sexually assaulted them 
when they were trying to break 
into the business.  In my humble 
opinion I find it sad that so many 
women, and men also, have spent 
years of their lives suffering from 
past traumatic events, without 
having the support and courage to 
speak up and seek justice at the 
time of the attack or assault. 

The #MeToo movement has 
reached tidal wave proportions in 
our country.  It has been joined by 
#WhyIDidn’tReport 
#BelieveSurvivors and other 
hashtag efforts.  There is not much 
that can be done to change the 
past, but is there anything that we 
can do to better teach our children 
so this climate of assault and 
abuse can be lessened going for-
ward?  Isn’t this really about issues 
of power, respect, entitlement, 
and consent? 

As is certainly the case with most 
issues facing parents, there are no 
quick and easy answers or meth-
ods to ensure that our sons and 
daughters will grow up to be re-
spectful and empathetic. But I be-
lieve it is vitally important to talk 

about such issues with children 
from a very early age and continue 
to reinforce such qualities until 
they are young adults striking out 
on their own. 

This is not just about boys.  Both 
females and males have the basic 
human rights of deserving respect 
and freedom from abuse of any 
nature. Respecting other people 
must be taught and reinforced at 
every age.  Even toddlers can be 
taught about other kids’ bounda-
ries.  Not every new little friend 
might want to be touched or 
hugged.  There are many opportu-
nities at the middle and high 
school levels for teens to exhibit 
respect for their peers by not au-
tomatically assuming that others 
want a kiss, a hug, or more.  And it 
is critical to teach kids that the 
manner in which someone is 
dressed is that, and only that, not 
an invitation.  

We also need to exercise caution 
in what we say when little ears are 
listening.  Telling little girls that 
they cannot be strong, or athletic, 
or assertive is, in fact, conveying a 
message that they are somehow 
helpless or weaker than their male 
counterparts.  We also need to 
stop sending negative messages by 
using phrases such as “boys don’t 
cry,” “boys will be boys”, and “you 
are acting like a girl”.  Both boys 
and girls can be sensitive to oth-
ers, and both need to learn to be 
responsible for their own actions, 
especially as those actions relate 
to other people. 

Of optimal importance in this area 
of child rearing is practicing what 
we preach.  We need to break 
negative gender associations, not 
reinforce them.  Mothers and fa-
thers need to share the  

chores that make up everyday 
family life.  Girls can help with 
yard work and trash detail.  Boys 
can wash dishes and vacuum.  Be 
very careful not to use derogatory 
language about either gender, 
even when talking to other adults.  
Believe me, children are listening.   
It is also important to show males 
the same tenderness with hugs 
and kisses that is too often re-
served for our female children on-
ly.  Children learn through exam-
ple more than any other method. 

One of the main reasons both 
males and females tend to domi-
nate and use or abuse other peo-
ple is their own lack of security 
and self-value.  Healthy people 
develop these qualities in child-
hood, largely from interacting with 
their parents and other adults they 
are in contact with through the 
maturing process.  It is up to all of 
us to help guide the children in our 
lives along the correct paths to 
healthy, mutually respectful rela-
tionships with others.  Parents and 
other caring adults should teach 
children kindness towards every-
one.  This boils down to basic 
courtesy, which should be asser-
tively practiced by females and 
males alike toward people of ei-
ther gender.  

 

 

1 Samuel 27 – 28 

“I asked Him for this child, and He 

gave me what I asked. So I am 

dedicating him to the Lord.  

 As long as he lives, he will belong 

to the Lord”.                                            

                                          Continued... 
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Toddlers, children and even 
teenagers are going to have “slip 
ups” in the areas of respecting 
boundaries and personal space.  
Rather than inflicting harsh pun-
ishment parents, teachers, and 
other adults should use these as 
true teaching moments and in-
spire growth in wisdom and 
kindness in our children. 

All of us are created lovingly in 
the image of our Creator.  I can 
only imagine how it hurts our 

Father in heaven as He watches 
His children demean, abuse, and 
hurt each other in any way.  It is 
our responsibility to Him and to 

our world to be agents of 
change. 

 

 

Rita Baker is the Executive Director of 

the Pregnancy Center of Central Iowa 

1 Samuel 27 – 28 

“I asked Him for this 

child, and He gave me 

what I asked. So I am 

dedicating him to the 

Lord.  

 As long as he lives, he 
will belong to the Lord”. 

Need A Hand?               
By Amy Moser  

 

When you are a child, it’s easy to 
reach up to your father and trust 
that he will grab your hand. As 
adults, we sometimes forget how 
easy it should be to trust that when 
it applies to our Heavenly Father. 
The photo above is of my husband 
and my three children when they 
were still small. My husband is a 
wonderful father. He holds the hand 
of our children, just as our Father in 
Heaven holds our hand.  
 
This October 1st 2018 marks the 
one-year anniversary of one of the 
deadliest mass shootings in US his-
tory.  A crazed gunman fired from 
the Mandalay Bay hotel into a 
crowd of 22,000 souls. That night 58 
people were killed, 413 people 
wounded, and 456 people were 
wounded fleeing the carnage. My 
husband works with a man who was 
with his wife in Las Vegas that night. 
He and his wife were in the crowd, 
and though he tried to protect her 
by crouching overtop of her body, 
she was shot through the head by 
one of the 1057 bullets that rained 
down into the crowd in a horrifying 
11 minute spanse of time.  
 
Immediately after, no one knew if 
she would live. She was put on life 
support, but since she didn’t regain 
consciousness for a month, doctors 
were actually advising her husband 
to remove her from it. Due to a mi-
raculous chain of events they were 
able to airlift her from the hospital 
in Vegas to Barrow Neurological In-
stitute here at home in Phoenix. 
They still didn’t know what to ex-
pect.                                     Continued... 
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This was uncharted territory. Their 
story was featured on the local 
news. Everyone we know was pray-
ing, and the prayers of many others 
as well rose to the foot of God's 
throne. I vividly recall prayers beg-
ging God to help them and to let 
her children 
keep their mom 
here on earth. I 
worried for her 
family and even 
for what it might 
mean if she lived 
but didn’t recov-
er from the cata-
strophic damage that could severe-
ly inhibit her life. Months passed 
and she improved. First she was 
able to swallow, and then eat, and 
then move her limbs, and speak. 
It’s been over a year now, and she 
is coherent and comprehending, 
speaking, and doing the best she 
can to navigate this new and more 
difficult way of life. Her husband is 
undergoing massive adjustments 
just as she is. None of this is easy.  

I still pray for her. I understand 
what it feels like to live the un-
known. I’ve also had my health sto-
len from me. I wrestle with guilt, 
frustration, sadness and fear at 
what my future may hold. Our sto-
ries are drastically different and we 
may not understand all of what got 
both of us here but the result is the 
same. We are learning to navigate 
a path that we did not choose. This 
is not what little girls dream of. 
We’ve had our plans derailed and 
our physical bodies damaged in a 
way that is tragic. Only God can 
change the course of nature for 
both of us.  
 
Lately, I’ve been fighting burnout. I 
only operate on short bursts of 

steam before I find myself stalling 
out. Physical pain, lack of sleep, 
and dwindling motivation seem to 
usher in the deep need for en-
couragement and comfort. Ironi-
cally, my experiences have led me 
to understand that the most en-

couraging thing 
someone can 
do or say is to 
be there with 
you, and some-
times if possi-
ble, empathize. 
Hearing “me 
too,” can be 

very comforting. To know you 
aren’t the first person to feel the 
way you feel is reassuring. Amaz-
ingly, this empathy surpasses in-
spirational quotes and pep talks. 
Empathy reassures you that you 
are not alone.   

It’s no wonder that Jesus has done 
the unfathomable for us. He came 
to this earth from His throne to 
suffer all we suffer and walk all 
the roads we walk. He knows and 
He understands. Jesus went be-
yond all this even in His promises. 
He is with us always, still walking 
alongside. Nothing I suffer is lost 
on Jesus. He knows. Though He is 
sometimes very quiet, I am sure 
He is still with me. Jesus didn’t 
have 21 joint and spine surgeries 
like I have, but He suffered terri-
ble physical pain, exhaustion, and 
desire to be delivered from His 
burdens. Even Jesus had to go to 
God for strength. 
 
Matthew 28:20 “Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world.”  
Amen!  

“I can’t tell you what that 

moment meant to me. I 

prayed for this miracle, for 

her life to be spared and for 

her to be mentally clear.”  
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I recently went to my husband’s 
police department awards ceremo-
ny. I usually look forward to this 
once a year shindig because I get to 
refamiliarize myself with the peo-
ple my husband spends a great 
deal of his life alongside. That, and 
the food is great. You want me 
somewhere? Offer a meal I don’t 
have to cook. At the end of the 
night, I was tired and in the pain 
that never fails to let me know I 
overdid it. Just as I was hoping to 
make a graceful exit and get home 
to comfortable clothes and my 
chair, I turned and froze. Across 
the room was a beautiful familiar 
face. She was in a wheelchair, but 
was moving around and looked 
wonderful. I’d been praying for this 
woman and her family for over a 
year. I looked at her seated by her 
husband smiling and talking to the 
people next to them, and my heart 
filled with a joy I can’t describe. I 
felt a deep compulsion to go over 
and talk to them. I told my hus-
band Aaron, and he spun around in 
his chair. I asked him to come with 
me. As we nervously made our way 
over to them. I was trying to pep 
talk my brain to be sure I didn’t say 
anything stupid. This is exception-
ally hard because I really have a 
natural knack for it. Thankfully, my 
husband knows her husband, and 
that easily broke the ice. They hap-
pily greeted each other, and I just 
reached out and grabbed her hand. 
I told her, “I can’t tell you how 
thankful I am to see you here. I 
have been praying for you, and it’s 
so incredibly good to see you.” She 
thanked me for our prayers, and so 
did he. I paused for a second think-
ing about how hard this all must be 
for them. I looked into her eyes 
and said, “I know this is a long hard 

road. I am still praying for you, and 
I will keep praying.” I know this 
sounds strange, but for a moment 
her whole face changed and she 
looked relieved. She said, “Yes, it 
really is a long hard road. Thank 
you. I need the prayers.” For a mo-
ment we were able to speak to 
each other’s heart with perfect 
clarity. The simple human under-
standing that this is still hard, and 
we both know it.  
 
I can’t tell you what that moment 
meant to me. I prayed for this mir-
acle, for her life to be spared and 
for her to be mentally clear. I 
prayed for her more than myself 
for a time. I feel such a love for her 
and her husband, due to the time I 
spent in prayer for their family. I 
was standing in the hallway with 
my husband later, and her husband 
walked by and patted my back. I 
felt reassured that our brief mo-
ment together was good for all of 
us, and they knew they were not 
alone. I couldn’t help but weep as I 
drove home. I felt such gratitude to 
God for every single answered 
prayer. I was thankful that her 
hand was warm and alive to hold 
for just a brief moment. I was 
thankful she could smile and recog-
nize that God worked miracles to 
keep her on this earth for us. He 
could have taken her, and almost 
did. I believe the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much, and it did. Many righteous 
men’s prayers, answered by a 
faithful God, and many miracles 
wrought. I needed desperately to 
see that and remember the God of 
miracles that I pray to. He moves 
mountains. We pray to God all the 
time to make the impossible, possi-
ble. This miracle I got to watch. 

Though hurdles still lie ahead, we 
have the peace of knowing that 
God sees the finish line and runs 
this race with us, holding us up 
when we are too weak to go for-
ward. He has experience running 
this race, and He understands it 
all.  We must keep reaching up to 
God, so He as our Father can guide 
us and hold our hand. He will never 
leave us alone.  

 

Love Victims              
Into Victory                  
By Jessie Adamson, MS 

 

One in four women are abused by 
their partners. If you have 100 
housing units in your community, 
then there are 25 victims who are 
in need of the love of Jesus, a safe 
haven to run to if violence esca-
lates, and financial help. Our mis-
sion field is right here in our own 
community. 

Economic abuse is present in 99% 
of all domestic violence relation-
ships. Many victims of domestic 
violence don’t understand what 
economic abuse is. Yet, when they 
view the Economic Abuse Power 
and Control Wheel (pictured) for 
the first time, they realize that they 
can identify with the majority of 
abusive tactics listed. 

Abusers utilize this element of 
power and control to isolate, en-
trap, and manipulate their victims. 
As a result, economic abuse is the 
number one reason that victims 
return to their abusers. This statis-
tic can be changed if the communi-
ty of Christ works together to pro-
vide victims with financial support.  

                                           Continued...  
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I am currently working with a survi-
vor who was physically, mentally, 
financially, and verbally abused by 
her husband. For purposes of this 
article we will call her Jane. Jane’s 
abuser was threatening her life on 
a regular basis. She was sleeping 
with a paring knife under her pil-
low so that she would have a way 
to defend herself if he ever acted 
on his many threats to murder her. 
The abuse continued and escalated 
to the point that Jane called her 
sister-in-law who agreed to help 
her escape the abusive home. 
When victims try to escape their 
abusive households, the risk for 
homicide increases by 70%. While 
they were trying to escape, the 
abuser was so violent that law 
enforcement had to be called as 
Jane and her sister-in-law re-
moved Jane’s belongings. Even 
during the stand-by, the abuse 
continued. Law enforcement had 
to intervene to keep Jane safe. One 
of the officers was so upset by 
what he was witnessing that he 
stepped out of the home in order 
to cope with the extensive abuse. 
As the law enforcement officer 
looked out into the street, he 
muttered words reflecting his 
shock and disbelief in what he was 
witnessing. Once Jane was safe, a 
local church provided her with 
funding for gasoline and cell phone 
usage and allowed her to utilize 
their food pantry.  
 
Jane was on a joint auto insurance 
policy with her abuser. When she 
did not return to the home, he can-
celled the policy in hopes that Jane 
wouldn’t be able to continue on 
her journey to independence. This 
was a ploy of economic abuse uti-
lized to lure Jane to return to him. 

Jane risked driving without insur-
ance and successfully relocated to 
another state where she is able to 
stay with her friend on a temporary 
basis.* However, Jane is unable to 
drive her vehicle legally at this 
point, which puts her at risk of fur-
ther legal and financial complica-
tions. This element is keeping Jane 
from gaining employment, obtain-
ing secure housing, and even seek-
ing further community support. 
“The steps I need to take to start 

my life over again are tied up in 
this lack of auto insurance,” Jane 
stated. We are currently waiting to 
hear back from a financial assis-
tance agency about helping Jane 
with reinstating her insurance. 
 
So far in Jane’s case, there have 
been many entities who have pro-
vided her with support. Imagine 
what Jane’s escape would have 
looked like if any of these support 
systems bowed out and did not 
assist. Every person and agency 
needed to engage with Jane in or-
der for her to get away from her 
abuser safely.  

Jane’s financial needs may contin-
ue to manifest in her life for years 
to come. No singular friend or 
church can provide her with all she 
needs. To truly provide a victim 
with what is necessary to over-
come the elements of domestic 

violence, the Body of Christ must 
unify and provide ongoing support 
to those in need. The beauty in this 
is that when victims are loved into 
victory, they become the intensely 
powerful advocates. Many times 
they will turn around and help oth-
er victims who are going through 
domestic violence. It creates a 
beautiful ripple effect of Jesus’ love 
here on Earth. As the Body of 
Christ, we must realize that survi-
vors are desperate to help them-

selves, but are unable to because 
their abusers have taken away all 
the tools needed to transition in-
to a life of autonomy. We have a 
mandate to provide those tools to 
those who are in need.  
 
Our society is generally a victim-
blaming society. I often hear com-
ments such as: “Well, I’d love it if 
someone paid my auto insurance, 

too. Even if I pay the insurance, 
there will be another need right 
after that. Maybe she just needs to 
get a job and pay for her own auto 
insurance. I would never allow a 
man to do that to me.” If you’ve 
ever thought these victim-blaming 
concepts, I urge you to begin re-
structuring your thought process. 
Consider replacing victim-blaming 
ideologies with victim-supporting 
statements such as these: “I have 
the money to give, so I will. I pray 
God will use this seed to manifest 
greatness in Jane’s life. I will pro-
vide this month’s insurance pay-
ment and ask God to help Jane sus-
tain the policy long-term. I will ask 
Jane for her resume and begin net-
working on her behalf to help her 
gain the employment she desires.    
 
 
                                             Continued... 

“Imagine if the corporate 

Body of Christ would begin 

reaching out... 

One out of every four people 

reading this have experienced 

domestic violence.” 
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Domestic violence could happen to 
anyone. It often becomes known to 
the victim once they are locked in-
to a relationship, not on the first 
date.”  
 
Imagine if the corporate Body of 
Christ would begin reaching out to 
the 25 homes in our 100 unit de-
velopment where victims are living 
in fear every day. Consider what a 
victim’s life would be like if you 
baked her a sweet treat and 
dropped it off with a hug and the 
promise that you are available if 
she needs anything at all, even if 
it’s the middle of the night. Imag-
ine if you truly meant that promise.  
 
One out of every four people read-
ing this have experienced domestic 
violence. I want you to know that 
you are loved and you are not 
alone. Let us link arms and become 
an army of Jesus-loving advocates 
who don’t let one more victim 
suffer without fierce, unconditional 
love and financial support. Without 
this aid, transitioning into a life of 
freedom is nearly impossible. With 
God, all things are possible.   
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the com-
fort we ourselves receive from 
God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 NIV  
 
*Please consider the safety of un-
derage children in the home prior 
to opening your home to serve oth-
ers. Children should always be our 
first ministry, and boundaries and 
guidelines should be put in place to 
ensure their safety at all times.  
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Subject: Eyes Wide 

Open Conference –       

Exposing Human 

Trafficking                          

In Our Communities  

Around 150 community members 
filled the auditorium on Saturday, 
October 20th, for the day-long Eyes 
Wide Open conference, sponsored 
by Garden Gate Ranch. The event’s 
goal was to educate on the issue of 
human trafficking in our local com-
munities and mobilize many to join 
the fight.  

 

Presenters included:  

Chief David Lorenzen, representing 
Iowa Motor Vehicle Enforcement 
(MVE) 

Terry Forliti, former survivor and 
Executive Director of Breaking Free 
(St. Paul, MN area) 

Ruth Buckels, A local advocate and 
adoptive mother of multiple 
trafficked survivors from Iowa 

Pastor Christian Shields, Group 
leader for a program for men with 
pornography addiction               

Brenda Long, Executive Director of 
Garden Gate Ranch, dedicated to 
restoring survivors  

 

For those who have never attended 
this type of conference, here are a 
few key highlights from each pre-
senter:  

Debunking Myths (Chief Lorenzen)
Myth: Human trafficking happens 
overseas, not here in the US and 
definitely not in Des Moines.  

Truth: Des Moines is on a list of the 
top 100 cities for human trafficking 
in the US.  

Myth: Victims, knowing they are 
being trafficked, will seek immedi-
ate help.  

Truth: Victims are often groomed 
over long periods of time. The 
trafficker actively manipulates the 
victim’s vulnerability and seeks to 
separate the victim from friends/er 
support systems. During this time 

GardenGateRanch.com 
Continued... 
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Myth: Trafficking only happens 
with those from lower socio-
economic classes/poverty. 

Trafficking happens at all income 
levels and ages. Terry Forliti, the 
next presenter, is living proof of 
this truth.  

Survivor Experiences (Terry Forliti)  

Terry was raised in an affluent 
community outside of Minneapolis. 
In high school she was a cheerlead-
er and held a part-time job.  

In her early teens she was raped by 
her boss and her parents divorced. 
Later, Terry met and married a 
man who, on their 3rd anniversary, 
told her he was no longer in love 
with her and wanted a divorce.  

To deal with her emotional pain, 
Terry turned to cocaine. It wasn’t 
until she was almost 30 that run-
ning from her pain led to running 
with a crowd that eventually pulled 
her into “the life”. She experienced 
physical abuse, had to turn over all 

her money to her traffickers, and 
was manipulated into writing bad 
checks as a way to avoid “turning 
tricks”. She was eventually arrest-
ed. In jail she was introduced to 
Breaking Free and Jesus Christ, the 
ultimate breaker of chains.  

Terry is living proof of how traffick-
ing crosses socio-economic and age 
boundaries, even here in the Mid-
west. She is also proof of trans-
formative power of Christ to heal 
and restore broken hearts.  

Advocacy (Ruth Buckels) 

Ruth learned about human traffick-
ing in Iowa 8 years ago. She was 
fostering a teenage girl who had 
been trafficked across multiple 
states and was scheduled to testify 
at her trafficker’s trial. Ruth only 

became aware of the details after 
receiving the call from the district 
attorney’s office. The more Ruth 
learned about her foster daugh-
ter’s experience, the more she 
knew she had to do something.  

 

Ruth eventually adopted several 
foster daughters, all who had been 
trafficked here in Iowa. The testi-
monials share common themes: 
being manipulated through force, 
fraud, or coercion; having their 
identification taken as a way to 
keep them from leaving, and hav-
ing a daily quota.  

Ruth also shared insights on buyers 
and traffickers based on experienc-
es here in Iowa. Without demand 
there wouldn’t be a need for sup-
ply. More about buyers will be 
showcased in the Gridshock video 
scheduled to premiere April, 2019 
in Des Moines.                

Continued... 
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Pornography and the Brain 
(Christian Shields)  

Christian shared his personal story 
of how he became exposed, and 
addicted, to pornography starting 
from age 12 through his mid-20s. It 
came to overtake his thoughts and 
life. He eventually came to a point 
where he couldn’t continue living 
his lie. Through the help of his wife 
and a men’s support group, he 
gained freedom.  

Now in his 30s, with 2+ years of 
freedom, Christian leads men’s 
groups to help men struggling with 
the same addiction. He shares re-
search about pornography’s impact 
on the brain, and how the brain 
can be retrained to overcome im-
pulses and urges typical of addic-
tion. Christian gives God all the glo-
ry for his ongoing freedom.  

The following local organizations 
were showcased to share how they 
are positively impacting the issue: 

Garden Gate Ranch – dedicated to 
restoring local survivors. They also 
sponsored the conference.  

Marcia Jannenga Jewelry – hand-
made jewelry with all proceeds 
supporting Garden Gate Ranch 

Jericho Outreach Ministry – rela-
tionship-building with those in the 
adult entertainment industry 

Faithful Envoy–partnering with 

other organizations engaged in re-
storative efforts 

Iowa Network Against Human 
Trafficking & Slavery – focused on 
education, advocacy, and commu-
nity partnerships across Iowa, in-
cluding oversight for hotel/motel 
training 

 

Truckers Against Trafficking – edu-
cating truckers to recognize and 
report suspected activity 

#30ForFreedom- raising money 
through road races to put toward 
rescue and restoration 

Sak Saum – bags, scarves, jewelry 
and more, all made by restored 
survivors in Cambodia 

Harvest House – a ministry and 
retreat center located outside Pel-
la, IA 

Damsel in Defense – equipping 
women to protect themselves 
through self-defense tools 

Christian Life Magazine – reaching 
readers with the hope of the gos-
pel  

 

At least 30% of attendees had nev-
er attended a trafficking confer-
ence before. While the content 
shared was heavy and heartbreak-
ing, each presenter also shared 
HOPE. Just a generation ago smok-

ing was celebrated. Now it’s stig-
matized. Knowing and sharing the 
truth made a difference.  

 

How can you make a difference? 
You can:  

Bring a friend to next year’s Eyes 
Wide Open Conference, currently 
slated for October 11-12  

Invite organizations to come speak 
at your church, work, or neighbor-
hood. Learn how you can support 
them.  

Volunteer to train hotel/motels in 
the local area. (All trainers receive 
training and support.)  

Contact Teens Against Human 
Trafficking to learn more about 
what’s available for teens 

Put these numbers in your phone. 
If you see something suspicious, 
say something.  

National Trafficking Hotline:        
888-373-7888 or text "Help" to  
BEFREE (233733) 

Statewide Iowa Crisis Line:          
800-770-1650 or text "iowahelp" to 
20121 

When in doubt, call 911  

ChristianLifeMagazine.org 
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 Hi: 

Jump! 

By Dr. Robert Owens 

 

Christ came to fulfill the Old Cove-
nant.  He paid the price for Adam’s 
sin and made a way back into fel-
lowship with God.  Sin was the 
problem, and Jesus is the answer.  

When He was offered up by the 
High Priest as a sinless sacrifice, He 
fulfilled all that had ever been re-
quired in the Old Covenant. 

When He breathed His last on the 
cross and cried out, “It is finished,” 
the curtain in the temple was 
ripped in half. God left the Holy of 
Holies on earth signifying the end 
of the Old Covenant.   When Christ 
rose from the dead and ascended 
into heaven, He poured out His 
blood on the eternal alter of God in 
the heavenly temple of God.  All 
the sacrifices of the Old Testament 
had been but a foreshadowing of 
this event. 

When we confess Jesus as Lord and 
believe in our heart that God raised 
Him from the dead as it says 
in Romans 10:9-10, we shall be 
saved.  It doesn’t say we might be 
saved.  It doesn’t say we will be 
saved by and by.  It says we shall be 
saved.  The moment we do that 
we’re born again, recreated, and 
translated from the old world of sin 
that caused separation from God 
and death to the new world of fel-
lowship with God and life. 

Once we’re saved from the curse of 
sin we become the righteousness 
of God.  This means we can stand 
in the presence of God without any 

guilt, shame, or fear for we’ve be-
come His children.  And, as His chil-
dren, we have the right and the 
ability to come boldly into our Dad-
dy’s throne room any time we 
want. 

Think of it this way. If you or I 
walked up to the gate of Bucking-
ham Palace and told the guard, 
“Let me in I want to see the queen” 
we wouldn’t even get a smile from 
one of those guys.  But if Prince 
Phillip walked up and said the same 
thing, they would immediately ush-
er him into the royal presence. 

It’s the same with us and the heav-
enly Holy of Holies.  God is our Fa-
ther.  We can enter His presence 
any time we want.  There’s no need 
to beg or plead.  It’s our right as His 
child because we are one with 
Christ.  He’s the head and we’re 
the body.  We’re the very living 
stones built up into His eternal 
temple.  We’re individually the tab-
ernacles of His Holy Spirit who 
dwells in us. 

Don’t accept less.  Be all that God 
re-created you to be.  We’re a new 
creation-the old has passed away 
and behold, all has become 
new.  We dwell this moment in 
God’s New Jerusalem and collec-
tively we are His Holy Temple.  God 
the Father is on His throne.  Christ 
the Lamb that was slain for the sins 
of the world and yet lives, is seated 
at His right hand.  The Holy Spirit 
indwells the temple built of living 
stones. 

There is nothing left to be done.  It 
is finished.  There is nothing we can 
add.  We have been given the au-
thority to act in the Name of 
Christ.  We shouldn’t sit back 
waiting to get good enough.  We 

shouldn’t expect some hireling to 
do what God has called us to 
do.  We’ve been called to take the 
light of Christ into a world of dark-
ness. 

He never told us to build a 
lamp.  He never told us to pay a 
lighthouse tender.  He told us to 
take the light of His love to those 
sold under bondage to the king of 
this world.  And we must always 
remember greater is He who is in 
us than He who is in the 
world.  1John 4:4 

Jesus told us that if we have faith, 
even if it’s as small as the smallest 
seed, and we tell the mountain to 
jump it’ll jump.  So let’s quit 
waiting for some collective bulldoz-
er to move the mountains and start 
living as what we are: children of 
the Most High God. 

In the desert God told Moses to 
speak to the rock.  He has told us 
to speak to the mountains.    So 
now, all together on the count of 
three let’s say to the mountains in 
our life, “Jump!”  

One, two, three.  

 

Dr. Owens teaches History,                      
Political Science, and Religion.                   

He is the Historian of the Future 
@    http://drrobertowens.com  © 2018  

Contact 
Dr. Owens drrobertowens@hotmail.com    

Follow Dr. Robert Owens on Facebook or 
Twitter @ Drrobertowens or visit  

Dr. Owens Amazon Page /  

Edited by Dr. Rosalie Owens 
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Mondays have nothing that a piece of pie can’t fix!                  

Start your week on the right foot and enjoy a slice of nice on 

us. 
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Uncle Sam’s             

Dependent:               

Why an Inventory of all 

Federal Funds is   

Needed in Iowa                                   
By John Hendrickson  

 

 

Iowa, just as with other states, is 

dependent upon the federal gov-

ernment for financial assistance. In 

2017, Iowa received $8.5 billion 

from the federal government and 

this growing dependency on Uncle 

Sam is dangerous not only because 

federal funds could be eliminated, 

but often these funds come with a 

cost. It is time that the Iowa legisla-

ture take an inventory of all federal 

funds, including grants, and meas-

ure the impact of those funds on 

the state, and what might happen 

if those funds were reduced or 

eliminated.  

 

James Madison wrote in Federalist 

Paper 45 that “the powers delegat-

ed by the proposed Constitution to 

the federal government are few 

and defined. Those which are to 

remain in the State governments 

are numerous and indefinite.” The 

Constitution limited the powers of 

the federal government to the enu-

merated powers of Article 1, Sec-

tion 8. Over time the federal gov-

ernment has grown in size and 

scope and the resulting leviathan 

does not reflect what Madison 

wrote in Federalist 45. One of the 

consequences of the federal gov-

ernment’s disregard for constitu-

tional limited government has 

been the erosion of federalism. 

States were supposed to be sover-

eign in many policy areas, but to-

day the federal government is in-

volved in almost every aspect of 

government.  

 

President Ronald Reagan warned 
that states should not become 
mere administrative districts of the 
federal government. The Cato Insti-
tute notes that federal aid to states 
is an estimated $700 billion per 
year. Federal support is usually not 
“free” and often comes in the form 
of mandates which the states must 
follow to receive the funding. In 

addition, the 
Cato Insti-
tute argues 
that federal 
spending 

can also be more harmful to states: 
 

Furthermore, federal aid 

stimulates overspending by 

state governments and cre-

ates a web of complex fed-

eral regulations that under-

mine state innovation. At all 

levels of the aid system, the 

focus is on spending and 

regulatory compliance, not 

on delivering quality public 

services. The aid system 

destroys government ac-

countability because each 

level of government blames 

the other levels when pro-

grams fail. It is a triumph of 

expenditure without re-

sponsibility. 

 

Since 2009 Iowa has received on 

average $7.5 billion from the feder-

al government to supplement the 

state budget. In 2017, $8.5 billion 

was received from the federal   

government. 

 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed45.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed45.asp
https://www.cato.org/cato-handbook-policymakers/cato-handbook-policy-makers-8th-edition-2017/cutting-federal-spending
https://www.cato.org/cato-handbook-policymakers/cato-handbook-policy-makers-8th-edition-2017/cutting-federal-spending
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Iowa’s state budget is $7.5 billion. 

Most of the aid is given to support 

Medicaid and education. The 

breakdown of Iowa’s support from 

the federal government includes: 

 

Human Services: 57.0% 

Education: 8.1% 

Regents: 7.3% 

Other: 7.3% 

Workforce Development: 7.9% 

Transportation: 10.6% 

Public Defense: 1.7% 

 

Medicaid, along with education, 

consumes the largest share of    

Iowa’s budget.  

 

Federal funding to Iowa is never 

“free” money, because it comes 

from taxpayers. In addition, federal 

funds in most cases come with spe-

cific requirements or “strings” and 

regulations that Iowa must follow. 

The legislature must also consider 

whether federal funding and man-

dates results in additional state 

spending to meet policy obliga-

tions. A full inventory of federal 

funds will not only allow for more 

transparency regarding the impact 

of federal dollars, but it will also 

provide legislators needed infor-

mation to measure how much the 

federal government impacts the 

state budget.  

 

The federal leviathan that has dis-

torted traditional federalism also 

endangers policy innovation in the 

states. In policy areas such as edu-

cation and health care federal 

involvement has driven up 

costs and often the results 

have not improved. It is almost 

impossible to think of even one 

aspect of daily life that is not 

somehow regulated by the fed-

eral government. The more Io-

wa becomes dependent upon 

the federal government, the 

more our state loses              

sovereignty 

 

An additional danger exists with 

the growth of the federal govern-

ment and that is the escalating na-

tional debt. Federal spending is out

-of-control and the national debt is 

an estimated $21 trillion and there 

is no sign that spending will be re-

duced anytime soon. The national 

debt is projected to grow to $30 

trillion by 2027. This does not in-

clude the unfunded entitlement 

liabilities of Social Security, Medi-

care, and Medicaid. It is estimated 

that these entitlement programs 

have over $80 trillion in unfunded 

liabilities.  

 

“We owe more than we can easily 

repay. We spend too much and 

borrow too much. Worse, we 

promise too much. We conjure dol-

lar bills by the trillions--pull them 

right out of thin air. I won't insist 

that this can't go on, because it 

has. I only say that it will eventually 

stop,” wrote James Grant, editor of 

Grant’s Interest Rate Observer.  

 

The national debt is one of our 

greatest national security risks in 

the 21st century.  

 

It cannot be disputed that federal 

policy does have an impact on the 

states. Whether the issue is federal 

tax reform, trade policy, or the 

farm bill, Iowa will be impacted by 

decisions made in Congress. Never-

theless, Iowa must be prepared 

when Uncle Sam is no longer able 

to provide generous support to our 

state budget. An inventory of all 

federal funds and grants would al-

low the legislature to understand 

where the federal money is going, 

what regulations are being forced 

upon Iowa as a result, and what 

may happen if the funding is re-

duced or completely shut off.  

 

 
John Hendrickson is a Policy Analyst with 

Iowans for Tax Relief, West Des Moines, 
Iowa 

ChristianLifeMagazine.org 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/FCT/967781.pdf
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/arent-republicans-supposed-care-about-deficit
http://time.com/4293549/james-grant-united-states-debt/
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