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Renew You!                 
By Gabby Ramono 

 

Well, the old year is over and the 
New Year is here with thoughts of 
how last year went by so quickly.  
Some might be thinking that last 
year was a great year but want this 
year to be even greater.  Some are 
glad that last year is finally over, 
and happy to not repeat any of it, 
with hopes of a good year.  Either 
way, it’s a new year!   

Although you can’t relive anything 
or remake choices from last year, 
you can stop and reflect on what 
you can do differently this year.  
Some choices that we made will 
have residual responsibilities in the 
New Year such as payments, loans, 
purchases, a new home… Ok, we 
get that!  

With the Christmas season not far 
behind us, we all have gotten busy 
with family and friends, Christmas 
parties, and Christmas Eve services.  
Some of us have rekindled relation-
ships that had been broken or 
compromised.  You also may re-
flect on a New Year’s resolution 
that was made at the beginning of 
last year, maybe a list or spoken 
promise of what you were going to 
do in this New Year. Perhaps the 
New Year's resolution list was 
tucked away but with good inten-
tions of viewing it.  Yep, a very busy 
year.  

I myself have done the same.  Ne-
glected resolutions and un-kept 
promises that have faded away on-
ly after a few months into the New 
Year. We may have to admit that it 
isn’t going to happen--resolutions 
are hard to keep.  The reason per-
haps is because we compare our-

selves to others.   

 

We try and measure ourselves to 
achieve unrealistic or impossible 
goals, although not impossible for 
God.  In our own human strength 
and abilities we tend to fail.  We 
hear stories of how the Holy Spirit 
delivered someone from addic-
tions, miracles of God delighted in 
someone else’s life. We can all 
think of many more things of why 
we may feel that God isn’t reaching 
down from heaven to help our par-
ticular set of circumstances, or 
someone else’s for that matter. We 
may be frustrated crying, “Why 
can’t I keep my promise or resolu-
tion, I want a great New Year and 
better life!” 

Let me say this first.  We need to 
see ourselves as individuals in 
God’s presence.  We don’t always 
know everyone else’s personal sto-
ry or journey, what they are going 
through or have gone through.  
Not everyone knows our stories or 
journeys, but God does!  

Here are a few things you may 
want to consider for this year.  You 
cannot go back to last year or yes-
terday and make changes.  You 
can, however, move forward plan-
ning ahead in this New Year.    
Don’t make resolutions or promis-
es that are unrealistic or hard to 
keep.  Instead, make purposeful 
changes and develop new habits.  
We can renew ourselves by decid-

ing to become and live purposeful 
in everything we do.  Each of us, as 
Christians, are to live with a pur-
pose in Christ.  Look at this New 
Year as a turning point, a new be-
ginning.  We need to see ourselves 
as God sees us and how we want 
to be seen.  2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT   
“Anyone who belongs to Christ has 
become a new person. The old life 
is gone, a new life has begun!”  
Ephesians 4:22-24 AMP “throw off 
your old sinful nature and your for-
mer way of life corrupted by lust 
and deception. Instead, let the Spir-
it renew your thoughts and atti-
tudes. Put on your new nature, cre-
ated to be like God – truly right-
eous and holy”.  To “put off” literal-
ly means to “strip yourselves of 
your former nature.” 

Renew our commitment in being a 
Christ follower and know that He is 
our Savior by asking Him to forgive, 
spending intimate time with Him in 
prayer.  Pray for others.  We need 
to be true to ourselves and others 
with integrity by honestly stripping 
off sinful behavior, knowing where 
we stand before God. 1 John 1: 8-9 
NLT “If we claim that we have no 
sin, we are only fooling ourselves 
and not living in the truth. But if we 
confess our sins to Him, He is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all wicked-
ness”.  

Pray all the time, looking for every 
opportunity to pray, 1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:16-17 NLT “Always be joyful. 
Never stop praying. Be thankful in 
all circumstances, for this is God’s 
will for you who belong to Christ 
Jesus”  

Someone said:       

“When prayer becomes 

your habit, miracles     

become your lifestyle.” 

Continued... 
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I saw this post on Facebook and it’s 
great, “When prayer becomes your 
habit, miracles become your life-
style”.  Renew our thought life.  
We all own our thoughts and no 
one can control what is in our 
minds except for us. This is not sur-
prising to most of us that every-
thing we do in our personal lives 
starts with a thought.  What we 
entertain in our minds is what we 
will focus on and eventually do.  
Most of us remember the cartoon 
characters of evil and good stand-
ing on each shoulder, one whisper-
ing good, and the other whispering 
evil.  It was funny back then, but 
what voice are we listening to?  
The devil cannot control what we 
do unless we allow him.  He can 
only use temptation.  It is up to us 
to follow through the miracles of 
grace, yielding to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit.  We are responsible for 
changing our minds and thought 
life.   Romans 12:1-2 NLT “And so, 
dear brothers and sisters, I plead 
with you to give your bodies to God 
because of all He has done for you. 
Let’s then be a living and holy sac-
rifice - the kind He will find ac-
ceptable. This is truly the way to 
worship Him. Don’t copy the be-
havior and customs of this world, 
but let God transform you into a 
new person by the way you think. 
Then you will learn to know God’s 
will for you, which is good and 
pleasing and perfect”.   

  

Life isn’t perfect and we obviously 
don’t live in a perfect world.  We 
can decide how we need to make 
positive changes in our own lives, 
being vessels of change, willing to 
reach out to others, and changing 
how we think and do things.   

God is perfect, He will reach down 
to anyone who calls upon the 
Name of Jesus.  Don’t get caught 
up on New Year’s resolutions and 
unrealistic goals.  Start with ‘you’ 
first.  God wants you for His plans 
and purposes, and other things will 
fall into place.  

Happy New Year!  

 

God’s Plan, Not Mine 
By Angela Rose 
 

Genesis 18:11-14 

“Abraham and Sarah were both 
very old by this time, and Sarah 
was long past the age of having 
children. So she laughed silently to 
herself and said, “How could a 
worn-out woman like me enjoy 
such pleasure, especially when my 
master-my husband-is also so old?” 
Then the Lord said to Abraham, 
“Why did Sarah laugh?  Why did 
she say, ‘Can an old woman like me 
have a baby?’ I anything too hard 
for the Lord? I will return about this 
time next year, and Sarah will have 
a son.” 

When my husband and I met, with-
in the first few days of our dating, I 
asked him if he wanted children, 
because I was 43 and a grandma. 
My children were 16 and 20 and I 
did not want any more children. I 
found out later that he did want 
children, but because of his age 
and his past circumstances, he told 
me he was okay with not having 
children. He felt that, that blessing, 
had passed him by. Chris would 
joke around for months by putting 
his hand on my stomach and say-
ing “my baby.”  

Continued... 
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It was not funny to me because I 
was almost done raising my young-
est daughter and I was ready to 
enjoy just being a grandma. I did 
tell Chris on a few occasions that 
the only way I would consider hav-
ing another child was if God told 
me to. Chris would then say, “I will 
pray that God tells you to have a 
baby.” 

About 5 months into our relation-
ship, we knew that we were head-
ing toward marriage. We knew that 
God wanted us to be partners in 
life and in ministry, but we had no 
idea what else God had planned for 
us. We were in church one 
Sunday in October praising 
God and praying in tongues. 
God began to show me His 
plan. First God showed, in a 
slide show, three children, 
two boys and one girl. I as-
sumed that one of the boys 
and the girl were older ver-
sions of my grandchildren 
that I already had, so I as-
sumed the other boy was 
my next grandchild. As soon 
as I thought that, God showed me 
a view of me looking down and my-
self very pregnant with my hus-
band’s hand on my belly. During 
this slide show of pictures, I was 
oblivious to what message the pas-
tor had begun to preach. Unlike 
Sarah, I was not laughing, I was 
freaking out. Instantly I said to 
God, “I am too old to have a baby,” 
and immediately I tuned into what 
the pastor was saying. She said, 
“You are never too old for God’s 
plan in your life.” Wow really, that 
did not just happen, I thought. 
Again, I zoned out on what the pas-
tor was saying and went back into 
freak out mode. The next two pic-
tures that God showed me, were 

my husband holding the baby and 
then I holding the baby. I said to 
God, “What are people going to 
think? They will think I am crazy.” 
Immediately I tuned in again to the 
pastor and she said, “It doesn’t 
matter what people think, if God 
has a plan for you, you are to do 
it!” Ok, I thought, what are the 
chances that God would respond to 
me twice immediately after I ques-
tioned Him? I don’t think I heard 
the rest of the sermon. My mind 
was reeling! This is not what I had 
planned for my life. I was getting to 
the point in my life when I could let 

go of raising children and could en-
joy spoiling my grandchildren. My 
life was going to be mine again. 
God reminded me that my life was 
never mine to begin with, because 
my life is His. God paid for my life 
and my purpose was to serve Him. 
 
During the Christmas season, I 
heard the song ‘Mary Did You 
Know?’ several times, and it broke 
me. Mary did not have a plan to 
get pregnant and give birth to 
God’s son, but she was chosen for 
such a time as this. God showed 
me that this child that He was 
sending us was important in His 
Kingdom and this child was for 

such a time as this. I realized that 
who was I to stand in God’s way in 
forwarding His kingdom. God 
would move forward with or with-
out me, but the decision was mine 
whether I wanted to be a part of 
His blessing. God has a great plan 
for this child and we are blessed to 
be asked to be his parents. 

I revealed to my soon-to-be-
husband what God had shown me 
that day in church and the revela-
tion, and our son’s purpose in the 
kingdom. My husband rejoices in 
the fact that God has changed my 
heart. We are now against worldly 

odds trying to conceive in our 
advanced age. The world says 
we have a 3% chance of con-
ceiving at our age. I also have 
endometriosis and was told at 
the age of 18 that I may never 
get pregnant without help. I 
have two beautiful daughters 
to prove that God gets the fi-
nal say. My husband says, “We 
have a God%.” I love that! 
God’s plans are always higher 
and greater than we can ever 

imagine. I no longer freak out (or 
laugh) at the plan God has for my 
husband and I. 

Matthew 19:26 says “With men 
this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.” 

I trust God, and I am learning to 
obey and follow Him. A year ago, I 
would have laughed if someone 
told me I would be trying to get 
pregnant at 44. This year, I am 
praising God for the blessing He is 
about to bring to Chris and I. If 
there is something God is asking 
you to do, just do it! God sees the 
big plan, and if you don’t obey then 
someone else will get the blessing, 
not you. Be part of God’s blessing!  
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Born For Challenges    
By Pastor Jeremy Empie  

The Lord, Adon Kal Ha'arets, Bara 
& Chatsahi  

Here’s how I was introduced to this 
series In the latter part of 2018.   I 
was lying in bed trying to unwind 
for the night, and I felt a nudge in 
my Spirit regarding my 2019 arti-
cles for Christian Life Magazine.  As 
God was speaking to me (Yes, God 
still speaks to people), I felt like I 
should teach/write about the 
Names of God.  Huge undertaking, I 
realize!  We are going to take the 
next 10 months, and I’m going to 
explain 42 names of God, three or 
four each month.  It is my prayer 
that you can gain insight and be-
come closer to Him as you read 
these articles.  So, here goes!  

Jehovah: The Lord, Exodus 6:2-3 
NLT “And God said to Moses, “I am 
Yahweh—‘the Lord.’ I appeared to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as 
El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty’—but I 
did not reveal my name, Yahweh, 
to them.  God is!  He always was!  
And guess what?  He is to come!  
He doesn’t change nor does He 
take time off!  He is always by your 
side and cares about what you are 
going through even when you do 
not feel like He is there.  I like the 
wording “I AM”.   Why?  Because 
you can insert whatever you need 
after it.  I AM your provider, your 

salvation, your healing, your deliv-
erer, your friend, and the list can 
go on and on. That is powerful. 
Jehovah-Adon Kal Ha'arets: Lord of 
Earth  Joshua 3:13 New Living 
Translation (NLT) The priests will 
carry the Ark of the Lord, the Lord 
of all the earth.  As soon as their 
feet touch the water, the flow of 
water will be cut off upstream, and 
the river will stand up like a wall.”  
It is important to remember who 
God is – Creator. I think we often 
take the earth (along with our pos-
sessions) for granted.  It is God 
who we owe all the praise, honor, 
and glory to! 
Jehovah-Bara:  Lord Creator Isaiah 
40:28 New Living Translation (NLT)  
Have you never heard?  Have you 
never understood?  The Lord is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of all 
the earth.  He never grows weak or 
weary.   No one can measure the 
depths of his understanding.  This 
ties into what I was saying above;  
however, I want to draw your 
attention to the last sentence in 
this verse:  No one can measure 
the depths of his understanding.  If 
you just think about this for a mo-
ment, it will most likely blow your 
mind (it does mine �)!!!  Now, this 
God desires to have one-on-one 
fellowship with each person on this 
earth…Wow!!!! 

Jehovah-Chatsahi:  Lord, my 

Strength Psalm 27:1  New Living 
Translation (NLT)  The Lord is my 
light and my salvation — so why 
should I be afraid?  The Lord is my 
fortress, protecting me from dan-
ger, so why should I tremble?  We 
serve a powerful God!  He takes 
care of His children in the same 
way we take care of our children.  
We protect them – feed them – 
provide for them, and the list goes 
on.  Let’s remember to thank God 
for loving us despite all of our mis-
takes!  

Please contact me as I’d love to 
hear from you!  

Pastor Jeremy Empie Jere-
my@TheBethesdaHouse.org  

(641) 569-7024 Ext. 101  

Bethesda House 201 High Avenue 
East Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577-2838  

Office Number: (641) 569-7024  

Church Service Time: Saturdays, 
6:00 P.M. (Meet & Greet) 6:30 P.M. 
(Worship)  

Web Site: 
www.TheBethesdaHouse.org  

Blog: www.BornForChallenges.org  

Like Us & Watch Our Weekly Ser-
vices Live: www.FaceBook.com/
OskaloosaChurch 

mailto:Jeremy@TheBethesdaHouse.org
mailto:Jeremy@TheBethesdaHouse.org
http://www.thebethesdahouse.org
http://www.bornforchallenges.org
http://www.facebook.com/OskaloosaChurch
http://www.facebook.com/OskaloosaChurch
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   Norm Rozendaal  

“Today, some common sense thinkers who observe what is being done would say 
that many of our Christian leadership have become so ‘heavenly minded that they 
are of little earthly good.’  This becomes evident when we observe their lack of       
involvement in becoming informed of current events and then taking no action to 
thwart the onslaught of evil dominance in our culture.”  

What should a Christian do? 

Inside The    

Special Edition 

 

What Should A     
Christian Do?  

 

Have We Reached The 
Point Of No Return In 

The US? 

 

Our Beloved         
Republic Is In   

Jeopardy 

 

Food For Thought 

 

Immigration 

The contributions of a godly man… 

         Beloved of God, you will 

be missed. 

In honor of the late Norm Rozendaal, this special edition 

cover was chosen , a cover we had used in our third    

edition, when featuring an article from one of Iowa’s 

most brilliant political hopefuls, Ginny Caligiuri.   

Norm and Ginny shared the same vision for our State 

and our Country. We wanted to give Norm the same  

cover as his friend.   

Norm Rozendaal was a beloved independent contributing   

writer for Christian Life Magazine. He will be greatly 

missed.  
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What Should A     

Christian Do?               
By Norm Rozendaal 

 

We in the Christian community 
have been taught to trust in the 
Lord for our basic needs and pro-
tection.  Many times in our instruc-
tion some of us have been told that 
“we know how the whole human 
race will end” and we know Christ 
is coming again to rule the world.  
He will reign supreme and He will 
win against the evil one.  Yes, this 
is true and the Bible clearly states 
the outcome. This doesn’t dissolve 
us of our responsibility to be in-
formed, however. 

Our great Country was founded on 
biblical principles derived from the 
Holy Scriptures.  The greatest docu-
ment ever formed in the minds of 
humankind was put together and 
implemented by godly men who 
labored and prayed over the hu-
mongous task that confronted 
them.  Following the Revolutionary 
War our statesman leaders sought 
God’s blessing.  Divine intervention 
occurred causing the Articles of 
Confederation to be dismantled 
altogether.  In an attempt to 
amend it, our great Constitution 
was brought forth.  This is the form 
of government we have now, en-
joyed for the past 240 years.  As a 
result, we were blessed as a nation.  
Our country went from the primi-
tive ways humans had grown ac-
customed to for centuries in their 
lives of toil and physical strife to 
the modern era of computer chips, 
personal comfort of heating and 
cooling, rapid modes of transporta-
tion, gadgets and remarkable tools, 
medical advances, and schools of 

higher learning within the reach of 
all Americans to make our lives 
better.  This divine intervention 
progress not only propelled our 
country to these amenities but 
brought the world alongside. 

We now find ourselves in a situa-
tion where the present generation 
never experienced the ways of old 
with horse drawn buggies and out-
houses. They have not even lived 
during the time when we as a na-
tion was threatened to be taken 
over by the evil powers of godless 
nations who sought to dominate 
the world and extinguish an entire 
race of Jewish people.  This present 
generation has not been taught, 
and cannot possibly understand, 
that in their hour of need the peo-
ple of that time in our history came 
together as one and worked, 
fought, and died for what we enjoy 
today.  Everyone sacrificed some-
thing. 

Today, some common sense think-
ers who observe what is being 
done would say that many of our 
Christian leadership have become 
so “heavenly minded that they are 
of little earthly good.”  This be-
comes evident when we observe 
their lack of involvement in becom-
ing informed of current events and 
then taking no action to thwart the 
onslaught of evil dominance in our 
culture.   

Yes, the Word of God tells us we 
need to aid in the spread of the 
gospel as commanded in the last 
four verses Matthew 28.  It directs 
each of us to go out into the world 
and preach the gospel, making dis-
ciples of them, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.  Christ then 
says “and lo I will be with you al-

ways”. 

Our responsibility doesn’t stop 
there.   We, today, are lured into 
the idea that we need not be in-
volved or even informed as to what 
is going on around us directly 
affecting our lives and future gen-
erations.  We become complacent 
knowing we are protected by our 
Loving Savior and so we live well, 
enjoying our comfortable affluent 
society.  As a result, our rights un-
der God are being taken away from 
us by the courts, one item at a 
time.  This way of thinking may not 
be what was intended for us.  It is 
so easy to just live out our lives in 
our own little world.  We don’t 
want a disruption by anything con-
troversial.  How easily we find it 
convenient to forget just how it 
came to be that we Christians have 
the freedom to worship and live as 
we see fit here in America. 

We have just celebrated Memorial 
Day here in the US.  What does 
that mean to you?  Do we have the 
responsibility to be informed?  Do 
we need to be involved in running 
for public office?  Do we take the 
time to know what our representa-
tives in government believe and 
how they will govern? And do we 
even vote? 

 The answer is yes!  Godly people 
should be participants in the politi-
cal process that allows us to have a 
voice in what laws and regulation 
come upon us.  Things could have 
been different if in January 1973 
the Christian community had done 
their duty and stood up and taken 
a stand against the unjust and anti-
Constitutional Roe V Wade and 
Doe V Bolton decisions forced up-
on us, both on the same day.   

Continued... 
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Perhaps we wouldn’t be under the 
non-law of the court ruling.   That 
judge decision was split 5 to 4.  Just 
think about it, only one vote by 
one judge changed the course of 
history allowing the subsequent 
slaughter, over the years, of 
60,000,000 lives in the womb of 
their mothers. The court’s ruling is 
unconstitutional since it has no ju-
risdiction into the life matter.  It is 
not mentioned in the Constitution 
at all.  The basis of the majority 
opinion was tied to the idea that 
the “right to privacy” could not be 
infringed upon thus granting the 
right of the mother to “Kill” her 
unborn child.  No consideration 
was given to the right of the un-
born person, God’s created child 
that is protected under the word-
ing of the Constitution.  The word-
ing there grants the right to life, 
liberty, and, the pursuit of happi-
ness to all Americans.  This judge’s 
ruling is abuse of power since there 
is no mention of privacy in the Con-
stitution either. 

Christians should have risen up in 
multitudes forcing the courts to 
nullify this travesty violation of the 
law. Christians did nothing, believ-
ing the lie put out by abortion ad-
vocates that abortion in the US 
would be rare and only in the first 
trimester.  How did that work out 
for us? 

Then the time honored institution 
of Holy Matrimony, not a state 
matter but a spiritual matter or-
dained by our Almighty God, was 
contested in the high court.  The 
disastrous ruling allowing gay mar-
riage was adopted under the pre-
tense that they too deserved their 
right to happiness.  This too is not 
addressed in the Constitution disal-

lowing it from being heard.  Yet we 
all know how that was done and 
the result left in its wake.   Once 
again Christians were silent. 

The theme of this writing is to 
awaken all Christians to become 
aware of the elections being held 
and come to know what the candi-
dates believe, how they would im-
plement the constitution, and if 
they will follow the will of the peo-
ple and not execute legislation to 
their personal agenda. Take time to 
get to know the candidates and 
hear their ideas and their percep-
tion of the task at hand.  Then go 
out and vote confidently after ask-
ing for God’s direction for you. 

 

 

Have We Reached       

A Point of No Return  

In The US?                   
By Norm Rozendaal 

 

242 years ago 13 colonies of re-
sourceful people gained independ-
ence from the mother-land.  The 
resourcefulness and ingenuity re-
sulted in growth and a prosperous 
future led to a better life, develop-
ing a civilization never before expe-
rienced by the world. Our forefa-
thers were strong individuals who 
sought to better themselves in a 
culture honoring the Almighty God, 
giving respect to others, and 
choosing free enterprise as a 
means of doing business.  For 
these reasons our beloved country 
prospered and grew, implementing 
new and innovative ideas in gov-
ernment, industry, and agriculture. 

We became a nation, “shining up-
on a hill”, a melting pot of various 
cultures and nationalities that lead 
the world to the industrial age.  
Our country was transported from 
the era of the buggy whip, wooden 
plow, and the ox cart to the jet 
age.  This is a true blessing from 
the Almighty God.  Our gratitude 
was corporately shared by honor-
ing Him. 

How quickly we have become, as 
Israel did, a nation who forgot its 
roots and turned from our creator 
to run and rule by our own devices.  
What we are experiencing as a re-
sult in our new declining culture is 
a desire to have an “it’s all about 
me” frame of mind.  Our leader-
ship, divided into two major politi-
cal parties have now drawn lines 
and dug in not willing to cooperate 
with each other when enacting leg-
islation, enforcing current law, 
electing a president, seating a su-
preme court justice, or even giving 
truth in media reporting of the 
events.  Statements and actions by 
our current duly elected leadership 
are intentionally misinterpreted by 
bias media reporting.  Bias is the 
standard of the day while truth and 
righteousness are cast out in an 
attempt to obtain power and con-
trol.  The idea that winning is the 
ultimate goal leaving out common 
sense, legislation for the good of 
the country, and abandoning the 
“Golden Rule” has brought us to a 
point of contention and the desire 
to destroy the opposition at all 
costs.  Civility and compassion are 
by-gone words today. 

Continued... 
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In history, a civil war has an origin 
beginning with two opposing world 
views, people unwilling to compro-
mise, lines being drawn in the 
sand, and an attitude of digging in 
and not budging. We now have 
seated senators calling for civil dis-
ruption of private lives of those 
who work for our president.  This 
should be considered inciting riot 
because there are useful idiots 
among us with perverted minds 
willing to do the bidding of the 
“cause” that is paramount in their 
sick view of what will result from 
their actions. 

America has been a safe place 
where rule of law prevailed.  Sadly, 
today that has changed.  We are 
experiencing an influx of illegal al-
iens flowing over our southern bor-
der, coming here with women and 
children seeking to better them-
selves and their way of life.  Our 
laws prohibit illegal entry into the 
US.  There is a path to citizenship 
spelled out clearly in seated, time 
honored, immigration law.  It has 
worked for centuries.  Lately, previ-
ous administrations in Washington 
have told the border patrol to 
stand down and ignore the stated 
laws allowing illicit drugs, sex 
traffickers, terrorists, and known 
felons free access into our sover-
eign land.   Giving citizenship to 
“anchor babies” by intentionally 
misinterpreting the 14th amend-
ment, openly welcoming the off 
spring of illegal aliens into full citi-
zenship, was common practice.  
Recently, detained illegal aliens 
have been released with their 
promise that they would later ap-
pear in court.  Of course the 
“border law breaker” never again 
appears and lived under the radar 
from then on.  As a result, our gov-

ernment housed them, gave them 
driver’s licenses, educated their off 
spring, gave them medical care and 
issued them food stamps all the 
while they refuse to adopt English 
as their primary language and de-
mand that the holidays of their 
original nation be celebrated here.  
Some liberal cities have taken on 
the role of “sanctuary cities status” 
taxing the legitimate citizens to 
subsidize the illegal aliens who 
have learned quickly to leach off 
the backs of the American taxpay-
er.  This has resulted in the citizens 
of those cities experiencing local 
governments that cannot financial-
ly sustain this wild and reckless be-
havior. 

We, as Americans, cannot remain 
silent and complacent to the subtle 
degrading change taking place.  We 
must demand that our leadership 
abide by the law and work tireless-
ly to maintain the sovereignty of 
our Great Nation.   

If we fail to hold them accountable 
while doing the “people’s work” 
we will be changed into a third 
world banana republic of lawless 
individuals leading to our ultimate 
demise as a dominate world power 
and self- governing nation.  Our 
civil rights will be erased and our 
way of life will be changed for the 
worse for ever.  

It’s not too late but we must act 
now and vet our elected candi-
dates to discern those who will up 
hold our laws and stand in the gap 
for “we the people”.  The evil one 
is alive and well but we have a 
much greater power on our side if 
we but honor Him, trust Him, and 
seek discernment from Him.  With 
that comes responsibility of gaining 
knowledge of our elected repre-

sentatives and their beliefs.  Then 
we must work to support the “right 
ones” and continue to hold their 
feet to the fire on our behalf.  

 

 

Some Food               
For Thought                
By Norm Rozendaal 

 

There is a tremendous push back 
being conducted by those who are 
uncomfortable with the what we 
Christians called good work during 
the last session of the Iowa Legisla-
ture.  The success of the legislation 
benefitted Iowa citizens in a way 
that has never been accomplished 
in recent history. 

On the national scene the mid-
term elections (election between 
the presidential elections) are less 
than one hundred days away.  In 
November we have the distinct 
privilege here in America to once 
again go to the polls to select from 
our peers those whom we wish to 
represent us in our representative 
form of self-government.  

We, at the last election, selected 
our president from a huge field of 
candidates who sought to lead us.  
He was rather unconventional and 
somewhat unusual, distinct from 
the past politicians seeking elec-
tion.  In the past our executive 
branch was headed by politicians 
who worked their way up through 
the ranks of the political field using 
methods of compromise and givea-
ways to gain enough traction to 
attain the highest single seat in the 
land.   

Continued... 
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In some cases, it was considered 
“their turn” and handed to them by 
the political elite party heads.  This 
time it was different.  The success-
ful candidate was a wealthy self-
made business man, who for a 
large part, financed his own cam-
paign.  His differences were in stark 
opposition to the previous status 
quo of the other candidates and 
former presidents.  He came to us 
with ideas and goals that evidently 
resonated with the common Amer-
ican voter.  These ideas evidently 
represented the wishes and goals 
of the majority of the populous.  
Thus we have an unconventional 
president that appears different 
from the past leaders in the oval 
office.  Some of us are thrilled, fi-
nally feeling relieved that the one 
at the top is listening to our needs 
and acting to represent them as we 
desire rather than just doing the 
bidding of the political elite.  His 
desire to further the social changes 
needed in the US energized the 
evangelical Christian base who ex-
ercised their duty and came out to 
vote. 

Not all, however, share this frame 
of mind.  From the get-go there 
have been those who vowed to 
oppose his efforts and actions for 
no real reason at all other than 
their candidate didn’t succeed in 
attaining the seat at the top.  For 
our president it has been an uphill 
climb, to say the least.  Never be-
fore in the history of this country 
has there been such road blocks 
thrown in the way of the president 
daily in an attempt to trip him up 
and find reason to unseat him.  
This is not being done because of 
his policies and subsequent ac-
tions, but just opposition to him 
personally as an individual.  It has 

become very difficult for our presi-
dent to do his work in representing 
us here at home and on the world 
stage. 

Our forefathers were wise men 
who I believe had divine interven-
tion into their thought process.  
Our form of government is based 
on biblical principles. The result of 
their deliberation and prayer is our 
rule book, the Constitution and Bill 
of Rights, set forth some 240 years 
ago.  They understood that if the 
elections were solely based on the 
popular vote that certain high pop-
ulated areas of the country would 
always dictate who our leaders 
would be.  For that reason the Elec-
toral College was set up giving each 
state fair representation in the 
election process. 

Today there are 3007 counties in 
the US.  At the last election the 
loosing candidate won only 51 
counties from that entire amount, 
yet from those densely populated 
counties was able to get a majority 
of the popular vote.   This occurred 
because our forefathers in their 
wisdom wanted all the states to be 
represented and have a say in our 
leadership even though some of 
them were less populated.  With-
out the Electoral College, coastal 
area cities with large sums of peo-
ple would control all of the voting 
power by sheer numbers, thus 
erasing any fair representation of 
the lesser populated states.  The 
mid-west and Deep South would 
never really have any voice in an 
election if only done by popular 
vote. 

The Electoral College votes given to 
each state is determined by the 
number of state representatives in 
congress plus the two senators 

from each state.   Thus Iowa has 4 
representatives and 2 senators giv-
ing us 6 electoral votes. 

Some people today are under the 
false impression we live under a 
democracy.  We do not.  Our form 
of governing is a constitutional rep-
resentative democracy.  Each of us 
express our opinions, desires, and 
grievances to our elected repre-
sentatives who work on our behalf 
making the laws we live under. 

We should give thanks every day 
for what we have here in America. 
We should also be very thankful 
that our forefathers where given 
wisdom and had the fortitude to 
see it through. We have reaped the 
benefits here and our nation was 
propelled to the greatest nation in 
the history of the world. It’s up to 
us to preserve this proud heritage. 

 

 

Our Beloved Republic 
Is In Jeopardy!             
By Norm Rozendaal 

 

The situation has become blatantly 
evident with the struggles being 
exhibited in the political news com-
ing from our nation’s capital. 

The confirmation of a Supreme 
Court justice has become a big 
deal, bigger than it was ever in-
tended to be. This time, 11th hour 
unsubstantiated charges of prior 
sexual abuse were levied and never 
proven yet caused straight party 
line voting, something never be-
fore done to a supreme court nom-
inee. Even worse was the state-
ment by the opposing party that 
whoever was nominated would be 
voted against.   

Continued... 
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So much for any objectivity from 
the ruling elite.  Statements are 
now forthcoming, even from seat-
ed senators in congress calling for 
civil unrest vowing that civility can-
not be accomplished until their 
party is in total control and their 
ideals for the direction of the coun-
try are reached. 

Prior to 1916 when a vacancy on 
the high court occurred, the presi-
dent of the US would present his 
nominee for the high court to the 
senate of the US and they would 
discuss, debate, and vote on the 
president’s choice candidate.  This 
was the practice since 1789 upon 
the ratification of the US Constitu-
tion.   When the progressives 
gained traction in our government, 
under then president Woodrow 
Wilson, the Senate began to hold 
hearings before confirming a new 
high court justice. 

The original intent, and what is still 
in our Constitution today, is a 
framework structure of our time-
honored government.  This consist-
ed of three separate branches to 
operate our government, the legis-
lative, the executive, and the high 
court. 

The power was to be with the peo-
ple who elected their representa-
tives to stand in their stead and 
speak for them.  This was to be the 
most powerful branch because the 
power was to remain with those 
who have to live under the govern-
ment they created in the first 
place.  The executive branch, the 
office of president, was the first in 
line to be a check in balance giving 
the president the power to affirm 
with his signature or to veto the 
legislation given to him.  Thus the 
Senate or the House bill that had 

been confirmed by both houses of 
the people and signed by the presi-
dent became the law of the land. 

The law was in effect and could be 
brought up for further review if a 
law suit contesting the bill was 
deemed to be a cognizant violation 
of the intent of the Constitution 
and valid enough to be heard by 
the high court.  If it passed its way 
through the lower courts and made 
it to the Supreme Court to be 
heard by the nine justices, it would 
be reviewed by all of them to de-
termine if the content of the legis-
lation met the criteria of aligning 
with the US Constitution.  Their 
simple majority vote would stand 
as the final analysis of the validity 
of the law in question.  If their deci-
sion didn’t sit well with the citizens, 
the struck down law was to go back 
to the people’s House to be re-
worked to fit the Constitutions 
original intent. 

This is a good system that has 
stood the test of time while the 
structural apparatus as outlined 
was followed.  Sadly, in the past 
decades, the elite ivy-league uni-
versity trained lawyers have found 
ways of deceit to distort the struc-
tural apparatus and short circuit 
the time honored path laid out by 
our founding fathers whom I be-
lieve were divinely led to give us 
the greatest nation ever known to 
mankind. They have brought suit 
for ideals that were lies politically 
motivated using items called shad-
ow reflections.  These are items 
from former high court rulings that 
in many cases had nothing at all to 
do with the ruling at hand.  Roe v 
Wade and Doe v Bolton used such 
a shadow reflection to somehow 
concoct the right of privacy in our 

Constitution.  This 7 to 2 ruling by 
the high court on January 22, 1973, 
in essence, said it was alright for a 
mother to destroy her offspring 
while still in the womb, even up to 
the time of natural birth.  This hor-
rible ruling gave no right to the 
new independent God-given life 
she carried within her.  The mother 
only feeds and carries the new life 
that has its own DNA and heart-
beat.  Right to privacy does not ex-
ist in our honored document. 

In the gay rights marriage ruling, as 
well as the Roe V Wade and Doe V 
Bolton, the legislation never start-
ed in the House or Senate of the US 
and never passed the president’s 
desk.  It was never law and didn’t 
qualify to be heard by the Supreme 
Court.  This, by the structure of 
how things become law doesn’t 
meet the criteria of being law at all.  
The short circuit path that these 
slick deceiving lawyers used to 
push the landmark decisions 
deemed the rulings to be invalid 
and have no real meaning and car-
ry no power as law because they 
weren’t  law at all and never were.  

Our problem is that no one had the 
intestinal fortitude to stand against 
the evil one and make a legal chal-
lenge while declaring those issues 
to be null and void.  Our great 
country has been blessed above 
any other nation ever on earth be-
cause we, in the inception of the 
country, were founded on God’s 
word. 

These atrocities are the gross viola-
tion forerunners of what is yet to 
come. 

Continued... 
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Our own secretary of state has 
used unprotected servers, emails, 
tablets, and various devices de-
leting information used to under-
mine her opponent in the presi-
dential race. Deletion of stored in-
formation was used to circumvent 
detection of corruption.  To add 
insult to injury, we have seen the 
abuse of power in our presidential 
races with individual foundations 
funneling huge sums of money 
with the intent and promises of 
special privileges granted upon the 
result of a successful future elec-
tion.  We have experienced diver-
sionary tactics against our duly 
elected president using special in-
terest investigations and unsub-
stantiated allegations.  Those put in 
charge of conducting the investiga-
tion are all loyal supporters of the 
secretary of state and many had 
actually contributed to her cam-
paign.  These events, forced on us, 
took place to undermine the win-
ner of our presidential election. 

We are seeing something that 
many of us couldn’t have imagined 
in our youth.  Just think about it, 
most of our citizens have not lived 
in a time where Roe V Wade was 
not considered “law”.  Our citizens 
have become so accustomed to it 
during this interim of deception 
that they take it as established pre-
sented law.  It is not and never has 
been law. 

We need an awakening to the 
truths of the absolutes outlined in 
the divine scriptures.  Let’s all pray 
for divine intervention to bring our 
beloved nation back to the 
“Shining City Upon a Hill”!  Man 
cannot fix this but God can. 

 

Immigration                                

By Norm Rozendaal 

 

Is it needed for us to sustain      
ourselves? 

Last year, and all the years since 
1990, the US took in 1 million legal 
immigrants.  This body of people 
comes here for a better way of life 
from countries that don’t have the 
opportunities we offer here.  The 
world is a poor place with count-
less millions living in sheer poverty 
and squalor.  This incredibly small 
number of one million immigrants 
doesn’t even make a dent in the 80 
million that are added to the world 
poor every year.   Those who speak 
out for more immigration into our 
great country are fooling them-
selves, believing it is making a 
difference. 

Those who immigrate legally are 
some of the best that this immi-
grant population has to offer.  They 
are diligent enough to have fol-
lowed the rules set down for their 
arrival and wait the proper time to 
do so.  They are, for the most part, 
hard-working and have the drive to 
learn and achieve in their new cul-
ture.  They rear their children with 
the desire that they get an ad-
vanced education. They learn our 
language, follow our laws, and hon-
or our flag and our national holi-
days.  These people seem to excel, 
sometimes greater than our natu-
ral born population.  Many become 
educated and skilled in various 
trades needed here as they be-

come a vital part of our culture.  
This is what made America from 
the start. 

Now let’s evaluate the illegal aliens 
who sneak in here, crossing our 
borders by breaking our laws.  They 
are uneducated, poor, unskilled, 
and many times have been in-
volved in criminal activity.  These 
poachers come here waving the 
flag of their native country and 
work off the grid for cash on a daily 
basis.  They live undocumented yet 
seem to have mastered the skill of 
using our welfare system.  Where 
large portions of this alien popula-
tion are congregated, they choose 
not to speak our language.  They 
demand that government papers 
be in their native tongue.  They 
comprise 63% of the welfare dol-
lars we extend to recipients.  Many 
become leaches on the state con-
sequently bankrupting our local 
governments, hospitals, and wel-
fare systems.  Some of these abus-
es are self-inflicted because the 
elite, bleeding heart liberals run-
ning the show have created sanctu-
ary cities and safe harbor for the 
law breakers.  This, being done for 
the self-gratification of being hu-
manitarian, gives them the warm 
fuzzy feeling of really helping the 
poor and down-trodden.  This, I 
contend, is done by spending 
someone else’s money and gets 
them votes so they can stay in 
office.   

Now let’s evaluate why we might 
need to have an influx of immi-
grant peoples into the US.  Our 
birth rate is down to an unstaining 
rate, and we are not replenishing 
ourselves with the next generation 
to fill the void when we leave this 
planet.   

Continued... 
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Mondays have nothing that a piece of pie can’t fix!                  

Start your week on the right foot and enjoy a slice of nice on 
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What could be the reason for this? 

I will give you my evaluation as to 
why we are not producing offspring 
in great enough numbers to sustain 
our present population.  The gov-
ernment and our economic system 
are the culprit.  Our government 
has become so large and bloated 
with all the “necessities” that our 
bureaucrats have put in place to 
satisfy their voter base that our tax 
structure takes the best of all the 
pay checks right off the top.   

Our keeping up with the “Joneses” 
who have the things that entice 
have placed a needless burden on 
the newly established marriage.  
Young folks are waiting longer to 
marry, and once they have done so 
they pursue their careers until the 
biological clock is about to run out.  
Some choose to cohabitate and 
never marry.  They have deter-
mined the costs incurred and the 
time required to rear children are 
greater than the desire to have a 
large family.  Many of the young 
folks who seek to achieve the eco-
nomic rung on the ladder of suc-
cess will sacrifice the family struc-
ture that comes with rearing the 
children while getting “things” that 
seem so vital at the time.  

One more very real cause of declin-
ing population is what has occurred 
since Roe V Wade sixty million ba-
bies have been murdered in the 
womb leaving a deficit of people to 
fill the ranks of citizens.  Our own 
careless disregard for God’s great-
est gift has left us broken in the 
standpoint of not having enough 
young people to replenish an aging 
population. 

What is success?  

That is something different to eve-
ry one of us, but the affluent socie-
ty has carved out a path that seems 
to say: we have to have the nice 
things, be monetarily self-
sustaining, and build a nest egg for 
future retirement.  This is para-
mount in one’s life.  It is sad that 
the real values in life are over-
looked while reaching for the brass 
ring of success.  I haven’t seen a 
dying man yet ask for his check 
book.  He wishes to be with his 
family when the final curtain is 
called.  I would hope that the 
young generation awakens to the 
realization of what they are doing 
and change their habits to encour-
age larger families, thus turning the 
tide that is moving in the wrong 
direction. 

 

The Limits of Science 
By Dr. William Tarbell 

 

On Netflix, a series titled “The Story 
of Maths” examines the fascinating 
developments of various schools 
and disciplines of mathematics. In 
one episode the host is standing in 
a cathedral explaining how a 
churchman contributed important 
concepts to the field of math. 
Then, pointing to a stained glass 
window, he announces he is not a 
believer. Instead, he says, he puts 
his “faith” in mathematics, in the 
way it can help us measure, quanti-
fy, and analyze the stuff around us.  

He lied. He is a believer. He is as 
much a faith practitioner as any 
religious person who has ever 
lived, is presently alive, or who   
ever will live. Neither mathematics 
nor any other dimension we call 

science can define the boundaries 
of some of the things we deal with 
every day. So, our esteemed host 
and all the others who believe in 
science as the comprehensive way 
of measuring and understanding 
humanity are putting their trust in 
something that has strict limits. 
Unless they acknowledge those 
limits, they are living a lie.  

For example, how does one quanti-
fy desire? Is there a device or a 
method that can accurately assess, 
measure, or objectively describe 
the intensity, the depth, and the 
meaning of the desire expressed by 
someone? No matter how much a 
person insists that his or her desire 
is all consuming, there is no objec-
tive, scientific measure of what is 
being felt, nor of the constituent 
parts that may combine to form 
the desire. Furthermore, how does 
one account for individual differ-
ences in perception which may 
vary vastly from one person to the 
next? All we can do is rely on the 
statements of people as to what 
they feel. Where is the objective 
science in that? 

In fact, there is no science that can 
read with accuracy and detail the 
operations of human personality. 
In his book, Masters of the Mind, 
Theodore Millon traces the history 
and the content of various working 
models of personality. He alerts his 
readers to the fact that all the 
many models he lists in the text are 
the product of the perceptions of 
the theorists’ own inner life. Thus, 
all the models are subjective in 
origination as well as in interpreta-
tion during application of the   
models.  

Continued... 
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A university professor in California 
stated that he does not rely on a 
single model of personality in his 
classes on psychological counsel-
ing. Rather, he teaches his students 
a wide variety of models, some 
leaning toward physical causes and 
some not, and tells them to use 
their intuition to discover which 
may be most helpful in dealing 
with patients. There is nothing in 
science, especially mathematics, 
which can reliably discover and 
quantify the depth and breadth of 
the human mind, soul, and spirit.  

Even in examining the visible sub-
stances around us, science is sub-
ject to strict limits. And, when it 
comes to such things as life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness, strict 
objective science has virtually 
nothing to offer. It has no compel-
ling, comprehensive way of locking 
human personality into any pattern 
of behavior or any specific out-
come.  

Therefore, those persons in legisla-
tures, courts, high political offices, 
religious assemblies, educational 
institutions and other cultural con-
claves who insist that personality is 
subject to fixed orientations that 
result in same-sex desire, 
transgender identity, and various 
gender expressions are pursuing 
figments of their imagination. They 
are claiming science that does not 
exist in order to establish in law 
and community life phantom sci-
ence which leads to the end of law 
and community. They demand that 
all of us accept a science without 
limits, so they can impose life with-
out limits on all the peoples of the 
earth.    

Here Are Their Stories 
By Chris Rose  

The pictures are disturbing.  Yes, 
the picture slathered on the world 
wide web of a young 10 year old 
boy dressed in drag, who poses 
alongside a full grown nude man.  
What is even more grotesque are 
the pictures of this young boy’s im-
agination of femininity, certainly 
manifested by dark spiritual forces.  
As these pictures are viewed my 
heart sinks remembering my own 
imagination, yearning to become 
all but masculine.  It has been sug-
gested by the few remaining con-
servative media outlets that this 
boy is being or has been abused.  
The strongest assertion is that the 
boy’s parents should be jailed with 
no trace of a key that unlocks their 
justified imprisonment.     

What makes a ten year old boy re-
ject his own masculine potential 
for a life of hairpins and girdles?  
For me, during my formative years 
it was the witness of physical, men-
tal, social, and sexual abuse of 
woman, girls, and relatives.  The 
ultimate rejection-- that of a father
-- convinced me that I would have 
nothing to do with masculinity.  I 
knew all too well what masculinity 
represented.  I rejected my own, 
but for this boy, what is his under-
lying condition? 

A cartoon like, or caricature of, 
femininity is said to be the purpose 
of a drag queen. This demonstra-
tive exaggeration pulls in the excit-
ed imagination that some say is 
pinned with sexual fervor. Others 
sluff off this statement, saying that 
“drag life” is momentary and inno-
cent. It’s an artful form of expres-
sion. But as we see this drag drama 
unfold, you will witness a contin-

ued and constitutionally protected 
identity that grows creepier by 
every push of the envelope. Guard 
your heart, Church, the enemy is 
angry and his time is short.   

While the root causes of gender 
identification disorders are expert-
ly ignored by major medical, psy-
chiatric, and psychological associa-
tions, the stomachs of the Ameri-
can people are beginning to turn, 
flip flopping last night’s cuisine. As 
the LGBTQ community continues to 
push traditional boundaries, their 
own colors of sexual abuse are be-
ginning to shape lives of our most 
precious.  Those who advocate for 
youth, children who get the chance 
to live past conception, may be 
wondering how far is too far. Are 
the rights of the homosexual’s ex-
pression going to defeat and ex-
ploit the youth of America?  You, 
citizen, have the right to decide. So 
far we are choosing and gobbling 
up the lie that homosexuality is 
mirrored to the righteous relation-
ship of covenant marriage. Do you 
think the Supreme Court would 
rule differently today, knowing 
what we see in 2019?  I tell ya… 
when I see the toilet flood, cascad-
ing dirty water down my old wood-
en staircase, wisdom calls for the 
flow to be regulated.  

Wake up, Body of Christ, this is be-
coming a more complicated battle. 
You had better know how to minis-
ter and war in the Spirit.  

At such a time as this we still have 
Christian publications who market 
epiphanies such as, “baking cookies 
in a glass pan will result in a softer 
cookie.”    

Dr. William Tarbell is an independent con-
tributing for Christian Life Magazine, a 
retired Presbyterian Pastor. 
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Although I have never read such an 
article, I have made cookies in both 
glass and metal pans, preferring 
glass over the traditional metal 
baking sheet.  If this changes your 
focus and you are now interested 
in a sugary delectable, then please 
know that using a glass baking dish 
requires a longer cooling down 
process than your go to metal 
cookie sheet.  For a complete reci-
pe on how to bake a soft and deli-
cious chocolate chip cookie on 
glass go to:  
www.wehavebiggerproblems.lastdays 

I apologize for the distrac-
tion….What steams my clams are 
watered down gospel and recipe 
printing Christian entertainment 
magazines who fail to report the 
degradation of society, let alone 
their missing gospel content. This is 
the very reason why Christian Life 
Magazine was started.  We have 
bigger problems then where to buy 
the latest fashions at rock bottom 
prices.  There are present day men, 
women, and children who travel 
the paths of life but are robbed, 
beaten, stripped of their clothing, 
and left bleeding- half dead on the 
side of road. Nothing has changed. 
We still have ministers who look 
upon the wounded but turn away. 
But there also remains those Sa-
maritans who not only stop, but 
minister health and wholeness to 
those immersed in a world drown-
ing in pop culture.  

By lifting this boy up in prayer, 
binding the malicious spirit behind 
his gender identification disorder, I 
believe our Body will make a differ-
ence. A remnant is being formed, 
and who are moving away are 
those who were not with us from 
the beginning. Yes, those who arro-
gantly call themselves ministers of 

Christ are being bound with a 
world that is soon to pass away.  

 

Chris Rose is an independent                  
contributing writer for                            
Christian Life Magazine and founder of                              
Christ Rose Ministries 

 

Breaking The Silence  
By Rita Baker 

 

There is much going on in Jasper 
County in the areas of substance 
abuse and mental health, due to 
grants received to improve services 
and prevention in both areas.  Cur-
rently, coalitions formed through 
the receipt of both grants are 
meeting, working together, and 
planning to make the future bright-
er and better for our residents who 
may suffer from substance addic-
tion, mental illness, or both concur-
rently as is often the case.   

At the Pregnancy Center of Central 
Iowa, we see repeatedly how the 
lives of our clients are impacted by 
issues surrounding both areas of 
concern.  Because I am involved 
with both coalitions, I am expand-
ing my knowledge of how to better 
provide help in cases of these ill-
nesses.  The bottom line for our 
community – the more educated 
our citizens are in both the areas of 
substance abuse and mental 
health, the better for everyone. 

Years ago, both substance abuse 
and mental illness were proverbial 
“elephants in the room.”  Most re-
fused to acknowledge either, even 
when a close friend or family mem-
ber was suffering.  These matters 
were simply not discussed publicly,  

Continued... 
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as if there came a great shame in 
doing so.  Thankfully, modern re-
search and medicine have deter-
mined that both substance abuse 
and mental illness are, indeed ill-
nesses, just like diabetes, cancer, 
or heart disease.  Therefore, seek-
ing treatment involves absolutely 
no shame.  To the contrary, treat-
ment is the correct path to recov-
ery and wellness. 

Operating under the veil of stigma 
is more harmful in one area than in 
any other, and that is suicide.  
There appeared a recent article in 
the Des Moines Register about sui-
cide in Iowa that was very alarm-
ing.  The article was accompanied 
by two visuals. 

One was a map of Iowa with the 
counties delineated and shaded by 
the rate of suicide in each county 
from 2008 to 2017.  The various 
shadings represented frequencies 
of suicide from 0 per 100,000 peo-
ple  (lightest) all the way to 25 per 
100,000 people (darkest).  Sadly, 
Jasper County was one of the 
state’s darker counties.  Executive 
Director of the Iowa Chapter of the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness, 
Peggy Huppert, noted that, “All the 
reports indicate that this is a health 
crisis and is well on its way to being 
an epidemic.”  

The second graph illustrated the 
rise in deaths from suicide in Iowa 
from 2000 through 2017.  The 200 
numbers were around 280.  Alt-
hough the increase is not steady 
over the 18 years, the 2017 num-
bers were close to 480 which is a 
startling increase. 

Until I became involved in both 
grant coalitions, I felt relatively 
helpless.  But since I have availed 
myself of many of the resources 

that are available, I have valuable 
information to share so that more 
of us can properly help when pre-
sented with the opportunity.   

The above mentioned National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness, or NAMI, 
offers many trainings and pertinent 
information to any person who de-
sires further education for them-
selves or a friend or family mem-
ber.  This includes “Breaking the 
Silence” which helps end the stig-
mas surrounding mental health 
issues and suicide. 

I have taken the USA Mental 
Health First Aid trainings for both 
adults and youth, which have prov-
en to be very practical and in-
formative and have equipped me 
with tools to both recognize and 
deal with potential situations aris-
ing from mental health issues.  I 
highly recommend both trainings. 

I have also learned that one should 
never be afraid to talk with some-
one who may be experiencing 
problems.  If there is even a shred 
of evidence that anyone may be 
contemplating suicide, talking to 
them about it is the best path.   
Simply ask if they are thinking 
about harming themselves.  If they 
give you a positive response, go 
one step further and ask them if 
they have a plan.  If they do, help 
them to get immediate assistance 
and get them out of the clear and 
present danger and away from po-
tential weapons.  The fear is not in 
speaking openly and honestly of 
suicide.  The true fear is not speak-
ing. 

Locally, we are fortunate to have 
several agencies that treat sub-
stance abuse and mental health 
issues.  Each agency is ready and  

qualified to help, but no one can 
help if they are not contacted.  
These agencies include Capstone 
Behavioral Health Care, Opti-
mae, House of Mercy, Integrated 
Health Services, and another 
soon to open, Seasons Change 
Counseling.  Please use these 
services if you feel they are 
needed. 

And please join those of us who 
are working toward a communi-
ty that is open to honest discus-
sion about substance abuse, 
mental health and suicide until 
every person who needs it can 
get appropriate treatment and 
care. 

We are our brother’s keeper. 

 

Rita Baker is the Executive Director of the Preg-
nancy Center of Central Iowa 

When you lose a loved one do you know 

what to do? 

Buy this book @        

www.gloriadixon.com                                  

Amazon.com 
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Fountain Filled       

With Blood                  
By La Vonne Maxwell 

 

William Cowper (pronounced 
Cooper), was born in England, the 
fourth child of a British Clergyman 
and his wife, on November 26, 
1731.  His three siblings died; then 
his mother died when he was only 
six years old which left William 
emotionally unstable. 

  

He was sent to a boarding 
school where he was bullied 
for two years.  He was later 
transferred to Westminster 
where things improved great-
ly, and he developed an inter-
est in poetry.  It was his fa-
ther's desire for him to be-
come a lawyer, but he experi-
enced an acute attack of anxi-
ety while preparing for his 
bar exam and attempted sui-
cide. 

William went to an asylum 
where he slowly recovered. It 
was here that he gave his 
heart to the Lord after read-
ing Romans 3:25, “For God 
sent Jesus Christ to take the 
punishment for our sins...He 
used Christ's blood and our 
faith as the means of saving 
us from His wrath.”   In 1773 
after reading Zechariah 13:1, 
which states a fountain will 
be opened to cleanse from all 
their sins and uncleanness, 
William wrote this hymn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over time William had become a 
close friend of  a widow lady, Mrs. 
Irwin, and they were engaged to be 
married.  However, Mrs. Irwin died 
in 1776 causing a  permanent state 
of depression which led to Wil-
liam's death on April 25, 1800. 

 

 

 

 

The sad history of  William Cow-
per's life is just another example of 
how God can use anyone to further 
His kingdom.  As the song reminds 
us,  His blood will wash all my sins 
away -- not just some, but all of 
them.  Romans 3:22 says we can all 

be saved no 
matter who we are 
or what we have 
been like. There is 
power in the blood 
of Jesus! 

 

There is a fountain filled with 
blood, Drawn  from Immanuel's 
veins, 

And sinners, plunged beneath that 
flood, Lose all their guilty stains. 

  

Lose all their guilty stains,  Lose all 
their guilty stains.  

And sinners, plunged beneath that 
flood, Lose all their guilty stains. 

 

The dying thief rejoiced to see, That 
fountain in his day, 

And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away. 

 

Wash all my sins away, Wash all 
my sins away, 

And there may I, though vile as he, 

Wash all my sins away.  
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Do You See Me?          
By Garden Gate Ranch 
 
Garden Gate Ranch is here to help 
women recover from sexual viola-
tion and help educate our commu-
nity to genuinely see what is hap-
pening in our own backyard. 
Please join the fight with us 
#ForTheLoveOfEachOne.           
Here are their stories. 
  
Growing up, my family was very 
dysfunctional. Divorce and adul-
tery were common,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and – sadly – so was incest. 
 
Sexual abuse began when I was 
four. By the time I was 12, I had 
been sexually abused by multiple 
family members, and was having 
intercourse with my (adopted) fa-
ther.  
 
Looking back, I never really 
thought of myself as being abused 
because it was the only life I’d ev-
er known, and I thought it was 
normal. However, as I got older, I 
began to realize this wasn’t hap-
pening to my friends.  
Also, as I got older, I wasn’t as 
easy for my father to manipulate, 
so our sexual encounters became 
less frequent which was a relief for 
me. However, when I was sixteen, 

my dad drugged me. While I was 
knocked out, he and three other 
men took pornographic pictures of 
me doing all types of acts with 
these men. They were only shown 
from the chest down, so their 
identity was unknown, but my 
identity was obvious. With these 
pictures my dad blackmailed me 
into doing whatever he wanted, 
whenever he wanted.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, for the next seven months, I 
was blindfolded and forced to 
have sex with different men on a 
nightly basis. During this time my 
coping mechanism was dissocia-
tion. When the men were violating 
me, I would imagine I was some-
where else.  
Also, every morning before going 
to high school, I would look at my-
self in the mirror and tell myself 
that I was okay and that I could 
make it through another day. 
The nightly encounters continued 
until I realized I was three months 
pregnant.  

My dad tried to get me to have an 
abortion, but I refused. Once my 
pregnancy was known, the men 
never came around again.  
 

Of course, I had no idea who the 
father of the baby was, but I end-
ed up going out of state to have 
the baby (long story) and put it up 
for adoption. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once I moved back home, my life 
began to fall apart as I made a lot 
of bad decisions trying to find 
someone who would care for me 
and love me for me. I was desper-
ate for love, and my dad had 
taught me that I had to have sex 
with men for them to like me, so 
that’s what I did. Of course, it 
gained me nothing but a bad repu-
tation. Finally, I graduated, moved 
into my own place, and tried to 
put my abusive life behind me.  
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Even in the midst of all I was going 
through, God was working in my 
life. During high school I crossed 
paths with a Christian family and 
they befriended me. Over the 
course of a few years, I realized 
that I was lost in sin and needed a 
Savior. I accepted Christ the sum-
mer after I graduated.  
  
I wish that I could say that all my 
issues went away and everything 
was great.  My life did change a lot 
as I grew spiritually. But, during 
this time I never dealt with all that  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
had happened to me, and I didn’t 
realize how emotionally dysfunc-
tional I was.  
  
Over the course of the next dec-
ade, my life was like someone 
with a split personality. There was 
one side of me that was a solid 
Christian in that I went to church 
multiple times a week, read my 
Bible, prayed, went to bible stud-
ies, etc. However, there was an-
other side of me that was still like 
a sexual robot…like an unpaid 
prostitute whenever a guy came 
onto me.  
It wasn’t that I was looking for an-
ything sexual, but I didn’t know 
how to say no if the situation pre-
sented itself.  
  
I was like a functional, dysfunc-
tional person. There was one side 
of me who had a good job, nice 
car, great friends, etc., but there 

was another side of me that 
would just sabotage my life by 
making bad decisions.  Looking 
back, I now realize that instability 
and emotional turmoil were my 
comfort zones. Also, my entire life 
was based around what people 
thought of me. I felt like I had to 
perform  perfectly for people to 
accept me.  
 
Thankfully, I reached a point 
where I knew I needed profession-
al help. I found a great Christian  
 
 
 
 
 
counselor who began to work with 
me. Over the course of a few years 
he helped me to change the nega-
tive self-talk that was a regular 
part of my life. I was constantly 
telling myself that I was worthless,  
 
 
 
 
a failure, good-for-nothing, etc. 
Over time, I began to replace 
those lies with positive thoughts. 
  
Prior to counseling, I had regular 
dreams that I was being chased 
and terrified. But, as I healed, I 
found myself confronting the at-
tacker in my dreams, and eventu-
ally the bad dreams stopped. I also 
dealt with the memories that still 
had a grip on me and affected my 
sense of self-worth. These memo-
ries ceased to affect me once I 
dealt with them. 
  
However, the greatest part of my 
healing process was when I began 
to truly realize who I am in Christ. 

Even though I was saved, the 
foundational truths of what Christ 
had really done for me were in my 
head, but not in my heart.  
 
As I healed, these truths began to 
permeate my heart and it was like 
a light came on in my emotional 
darkness. My sense of self-worth 
and confidence began to soar.  
  
Today, all of my confidence, self-
worth, and sense of significance 
comes from who  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am in Christ – and nothing can 
take that from me. I no longer 
need the approval of another per-
son to feel good about myself. I 
know that God created me, Jesus 
died and rose for me, and I am a 
person of worth just because I ex-
ist and am created in His image.  
 
There are times when I wish that 
I’d have had better family rela-
tionships growing up, but I am 
thankful to the Lord for his faith-
fulness through it all, and for 
where he’s brought me in life.  
 
Lisa T, 
Survivor of sex trafficking 
Victor in Christ Jesus 

 
GardenGateRanch.com  

Facebook: GardenGateRanchInc 
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Stinging Situation        
By Amy Moser 
 
 
A week ago I pulled into a handi-
capped parking spot with my son. I 
hung my handicap plaque on the 
rear view mirror and caught the 
eye of a middle aged woman. She 
was giving me the kind of stank eye 
that could burn the hair off a 
skunk. As she glared, she shook her 
head disapprovingly. She said 
something I couldn’t make out, as 
she elbowed the elderly woman 
walking alongside her. Now both of 
them turned to stare at Alex and I. I 
knew exactly why. This isn’t the 
first time this has happened. I look 
young, I look like I can walk, and 
I’m in a handicapped spot. Alex 
looked at me and kind of laughed. 
He said, “Mom, they weren’t happy 
you parked here.” I nodded, “Yeah, 
I know. They don’t know I’ve had 
lots of surgeries.” I tried to blow it 
off.  “Oh well. It happens all the 
time.” I tried to comfort my son, 
but the situation stung.  
 
Part of me fought the desire to ap-
proach those women in the parking 
lot. I wanted to lift up the back of 
my shirt to reveal my 8 inch spine 
surgery scar, and ask them if they 
felt this were enough to validate 
my handicap parking plaque; or did 
they need to see the 20 other sur-
gical scars? I know this is years of 
frustration and hurt talking. That’s 
precisely the reason I stayed in my 
car; but sometimes I would really 
like to educate people on the error 
of their quick judgements. It’s in-
credibly frustrating to be too in-
jured to be normal, but appear too 
normal to be this injured. It leaves 
me wondering if the general public 

would be more forgiving if I got out 
of my car with a pronounced limp 
or missing some limbs. I’m continu-
ally trying to train myself to re-
member the opinion that God has 
of me, is truly the only one that 
matters. It’s okay if others don’t 
always understand. It’s even okay if 
they judge me unfairly. 
 
A weakness that plagues me, is my 
inability to be indifferent to the un-
fair judgements of others. I’ve sig-
nificantly improved throughout my 
life, but I find this insecurity still 
resurfaces from time to time. I ac-
cept the rejection of those who do 
so based on accurate information. 
Somehow that rejection seems fair 
and their own personal right. The 
judgements I have a hard time ac-
cepting are the instances when I’ve 
been rejected based on inaccurate 
information. I feel a bit obstinate 
about it. If you are gonna dislike 
me, let’s at least let it be for valid 
reason. I mean...I talk with my 
mouth full sometimes, I can be a 
nag, I am a blue ribbon best-in-
show clutz. I am sure there are 
plenty of authentic reasons for you 
to be annoyed by me. Feel free to 
choose a bona fide one.  
 

In spite of my dislike of unfair 
judgement, I feel secure in the per-
son I am. I’m not talking about self-
esteem. I am talking about what I 
believe, what is important to me, 
and what makes me tick. These 
things dictate my conduct, my 
thought process, and my goals. 
These things are me. These things 
are what I will be judged for at the 
end of my life. Unfortunately, in 
today’s society a lot of emphasis is 
put into self-esteem. Ladies and 

Gentlemen...self-esteem is fleeting. 
It’s a non-sustainable resource. It’s 
like trying to keep a candy dish 
stocked in a house of three teenag-
ers. Non-sustainable.  It’s based on 
confidence in our own abilities. I 
don’t know about you, but confi-
dence in my own abilities waxes 
and wanes depending on the situa-
tions I face. The more I fight to 
build my own self-esteem up, the 
more I lose any grip I may have had 
on it.  

 

Self-esteem comes from a feeling 
of worth that somehow I have to 
generate myself. If there is one 
thing I’m consistently finding, it’s 
that this world will tell you that our 
worth is very little. It would appear 
that it hinges wholly upon our con-
tribution to society. The fallacy of 
that, is that society’s approval has 
always been as firm a foundation 
as pudding. The value of my contri-
bution to society is viewed differ-
ently by each person. For instance, 
those who agree with my actions 
will love me and think I’m great, 
but those who do not share my 
same values may absolutely detest 
me and all that I stand for. There 
will never be a side you can take 
morally, politically, or spiritually 
where you will not experience 
some degree of rejection. We will 
be mistreated, misjudged, perse-
cuted, and hated no matter what 
route we choose.  

 

Romans 8:34-39  
“Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh in-
tercession for us. 

Continued... 
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Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
As it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are ac-
counted as sheep for the slaughter. 
Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him 
that loved us. 
For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, 
Nor height, nor depth, nor any oth-
er creature, shall be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 
When I paint for hours, and some-
times days, I put forth hard effort, 
strain, and precision into a work of 
art I feel like that creation is price-
less. I understand its true value be-
cause I am the one who created it. 
Our worth is truly only compre-
hended by the One who created 
us, and He thought we were worth 
dying for. Our worth has already 
been decided. There is one place 
and one place alone, where our 
worth is consistent and fully appre-
ciated; that place is in the heart of 
God. The heart of God was the first 
place each of us was conceived. 
 

Attaining solidly positive self-
esteem is an endeavor akin to 
hunting a Yeti. Yetis probably don’t 
exist, but if you find one, you’d 
better snap a clear photo, because 
it’ll be hard to prove when the 
naysayers appear. The Yeti of self-
esteem vanishes as soon as it’s tru-
ly challenged, but God-given worth 
cannot be removed. God has de-
termined that we have value that 
this world can’t take away. The on-
ly factor that can ever detract from 
our worth is to willfully and unre-
pentantly walk contrary to right-
eousness. We were bought with a 
price. God doesn’t send His most 
precious Son and spill His blood for 
something He views less than of 
utmost importance. 
 
Jesus came from the humblest be-
ginnings. Very few could compre-
hend His worth, His significance, or 
His burdens. He was perfect and 
He was still hated. If a perfect man 
can be hated, how can I, as an im-
perfect woman, expect better? He 
was not only misjudged, He was 
convicted wrongly of crimes He 
never committed, and He was mur-
dered, though He was innocent. He 
wasn’t concerned about His self-
esteem. He was concerned with 
our worth and His Father’s will. He 
glorified His Father and pointed to 

Him. He was about his Father’s 
business. He was truly His Father’s 
child. 
 
I fail so often, and yet my goal is to 
be about my Father’s business. It’s 
an honor to be His child. I have no 
need to validate myself. My worth 
has already been determined and 
established by God. I can release 
unfair judgements knowing they 
have no eternal hold on me. They 
cannot separate me from the love 
of Christ Jesus. I am a daughter of 
the King. I am my Father’s child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amy Moser is a popular blogger, contrib-

uting writer for Christian Life Magazine, 

and the author of the book                      

The Magnificent Story Of A Lame Author 

 

 

Hey there, I‘m lame, but my story isn’t.  While 

faced with a crippling health crisis from a Fluo-

roquinolone antibiotic, God never ceased to 

work miraculously in my trial.  Life threw me 

some dung, but God is teaching me how to use 

it as fertilizer to grow my mustard of faith.  

Amy Moser 

Buy your copy @ 

Amazon.com 

iTunes  

Barnes & Noble 
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King Solomon             

A Romantic                  
By Gloria Dixon 

Since February includes Valen-
tine’s Day (February 14th), in sup-
port of expressing love, I thought it 
befitting to incorporate an exam-
ple of a man of God, whose ex-
pression of love to his bride was 
recorded in Chapter 4 of the book 
Song of Solomon, namely King 
Solomon, a romantic. Also,    
having been married 46 years  
prior to the death of my husband, 
Charles, I wanted to encourage 
spouses to be comfortable with 
expressing their love and respect 
toward one another.   

In my book Profundities of Love, 
Chapter 6, I mentioned that 
throughout our marriage, my hus-
band was always complimentary 
and so expressive of his feelings. 
The most romantic man I have 
ever known! I believe that wives 
like to hear how lovely they are in 
their husband’s eyes. I sure did. 
And I think most men had no 
trouble giving out such compli-
ments when dating their wives. 
Not only did Charles verbalize it, 
but in the bible Solomon, King of 
Israel and known as the wisest 
man who ever lived, was very 
explicit about how he saw his 
wife.  

Whoa! Solomon had a way with 
words!  

His parents were King David and 
Bathsheba. David himself was a 
shepherd, tender of sheep. He also 
authored Psalm 23; The Lord is my 
Shepherd… 

Considering that Solomon grew up 
with a dad who was a shepherd, 
wrote beautiful lyrics, played the 
harp, and was a mighty warrior, 
such exposure was evident in Solo-
mon’s writing. For his wife to be 
compared with these animals, mili-
tary armor, fruit, and other items 
was high praise. And she knew it!  

It was relative!  

Eventually, I took cues from 
Charles and King Solomon and 
started edifying my husband. The 
more I shared with him my 
thoughts on how well he provided 
for our family, how handsome he 

looked, what a great father he was, 
and what a fantastic job he did on 
this or that project, the stronger our 
relationship grew. Generally, the 
longer couples are married, the eve-
rydayness takes precedence of the 
marriage relationship. Kids. Work. 
Church activities. Sports. It is so 
important not to let these things get 
in the way of taking time to be with 
each other.  

In Ephesians 5:31-33 (NIV) Paul 
wrote that: “For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the 
two will become one flesh. 32 This is 

a profound mystery—but I am talk-
ing about Christ and the 
church. However, each one of you 
also must love his wife as he loves 
himself, and the wife must respect 
her husband.” 

In studying these scriptures I found 
it interesting that Paul used the 
statements: “husband love your 
wife” and “wife respect your hus-
band.”  Having been a wife for 46 
years, clearly I noticed that “my 
man” responded gallantly when I 
showed him respect. I recall one 
night in Chicago, Illinois when at a 
hotel to attend a party. (at that time 
I was in my 8th month of pregnan-
cy), Charles whisked me up in his 
arms and carried me six flights of 
stairs to get me up to the floor of 
the party since we could not use the 
elevator. So chivalrous!  

Love is an action word. There was 
nothing that Charles would not do 
for me or try to get for me. As I 
stated before, he was the most ro-
mantic man I have ever known. He 
definitely was a touchy-feely kind 
of guy. He proved his love time and 
time again. And I had no problem 
with giving him respect, meaning I 
had the highest regard for Charles. 
Admired him greatly! Kept him on 
a pedestal! There was nothing he 
couldn’t do or at least try to do. Just 
ingenious! As Christ loved the 
church, His bride, so much so that 
He died for her, I have no doubt 
that Charles would have given his 
life for me, his bride. And like King 
Solomon, Charles definitely was a 
romantic! 

Something to think about: 

As soon as possible, consider let-
ting your spouse know how much 
you love and respect them. What a 
wonderful gift to give all year 
round - not just for Valentine’s Day 
when we tend to show affection 
with cards, flowers, text messages, 
phone calls, dinner and a show, etc. 

“How beautiful you are, my darling! 

    Oh, how beautiful! 

    Your eyes behind your veil are doves. 

Your hair is like a flock of goats 

    descending from the hills of Gilead. 

Your teeth are like a flock of sheep just 

shorn, 

    coming up from the washing. 

Each has its twin; 

    not one of them is alone. 

Your lips are like a scarlet ribbon; 

    your mouth is lovely. 

Your temples behind your veil 

    are like the halves of a pomegranate. 

Your neck is like the tower of David, 

    built with courses of stone; 

on it hang a thousand shields, 

    all of them shields of warriors. 

Your breasts are like two fawns, 

    like twin fawns of a gazelle 

    that browse among the lilies. 

Until the day breaks 

    and the shadows flee, 

I will go to the mountain of myrrh 

    and to the hill of incense. 

You are altogether beautiful, my darling; 

   there is no flaw in you. Come with me from 

Lebanon, my bride, 

    come with me from Lebanon.”  

Song of Solomon 4:1-8 NIV 

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles|Translations|NIV
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Attention Church         
By Lynn Montgomery  

 

About 3 months ago, as I was wak-
ing up in the morning, the Lord put 
two words into my mind that I 
don’t believe I had ever heard be-
fore. I had to google to even figure 
out how to spell them, but as I 
looked at the definitions, I immedi-
ately knew I had to write this arti-
cle. 
 
PRURIENCE: HAVING OR ENCOUR-
AGING AN EXCESSIVE INTEREST IN 
SEXUAL MATTERS. 
CONCUPISCENCE OR COVETING: 
STRONG SEXUAL LUST OR HAVING 
AN INCLINATION TO SIN AND EVIL 
 
In Ancient Greece, the temples of 
Diana, Artemis, and the other god-
desses offered temple prostitution 
as a form of worship. These spirits 
were so strong that they followed 
people into today’s church and still 
bring corruption. 
 
Romans 7:8 tells us how Satan or 
Lucifer used scripture to produce 
coveting in Eve in the Garden. He 
told her God was “withholding a 
good thing from her and Adam. 
That if they ate of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, they 
would become like God”. The ene-
my used lies, deceit and suggestion 
on her and is using it on the church 
today. 
 
I Thessalonians 4:3-5 says, “be 
sanctified, avoid sexual immorality, 
control your body (read Romans 
12:1-2) in a way that is holy and 
honorable. Don’t have passionate 
LUST like the pagans.” 
 

Coveting began in Lucifer when he 
stood behind the throne of God 
and listened to the triune God 
make plans to create man in God’s 
own image. He heard them say 
that man would be God’s treasure 
(Exodus 19-5) and that angels 
would be ministering spirits to 
mankind. Up until this point, Luci-
fer and the angels had been God’s 
highest creation and enjoyed that 
position very much. Lucifer became 
filled with anger, hostility and en-
mity against man before God ever 
created him and immediately be-
gan to form plans to destroy this 
affront to his place in God. God 
knew what was in Lucifer’s heart 
and included salvation in His plan 
for man. Jesus was the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world. 
We need to see here that God 
knew everything ahead of time and 
made a provision for everything. 
Jesus Himself knew and accepted 
the fact that He would make this 
complete sacrifice when it was 
time.  
 
Lucifer became Satan and from 
the beginning of mankind has 
done everything he could to cor-
rupt the relationship God desires 
with His people. One of the big-
gest ways he does this is through 
the spirits of concupiscence and 
prurience. Satan has taken man’s 
natural desire to be one with God 
and caused fallen man to want to 
be one with each other. Hence, 
homosexuality. Remember, God 
said we are the Temple of the Ho-
ly Spirit. In the pagan temple wor-
ship, temple prostitution was re-
garded as worship. As Satan caus-
es men and women to lust after 
each other, he is able to bring per-
version to God’s highest creation 

in this form of false “temple wor-
ship”.  
People are perishing from lack of 
knowledge, and the church has 
slipped into a tolerance of this be-
cause they don’t want to be seen 
as judgmental and harsh. THIS IS 
SATAN’S PLAN. We must wake up 
and be willing to call sin, sin.  
 
God’s love provides us with the 
way to love the sinner and hate the 
sin. But if the mainline conserva-
tive church continues to show 
harshness to people trapped in a 
prurient or concupiscent lifestyle, 
instead of explaining that our love 
for them breaks our hearts be-
cause of what they have been de-
ceived into believing, we will never 
convince anyone that God is love! 
The Word says “they will know us 
by our love”. Let us become so 
filled with the Spirit of the Living 
God that we are able to have His 
wisdom as we witness to people in 
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Bent Tent                     
By Pastor Amos Cotter 

 

In south central Iowa, four miles 
north of Highway 92, and south of 
interstate 80, lies a small village. 
The settlement is just shy of 2 
square miles in area and lies host 
to a small but proud population of 
less than 680. And it is here, at the 
Keokuk County fair grounds that 
What Cheer flea market is held. 

Over 17 acres of over 750 vendors 
gather together three times a year 
and the village of What Cheer 
comes alive. I serve on the staff for 
Bethesda House under the leader-
ship of Pastor Jeremy Empie. We 
minister to the masses, and answer 
management’s invitation by 
hosting a service at the grandstand 
during the flea market sessions. 

October 2018 was a rather trying 
experience. First of all, during our 
stay from October the 1st, to Sun-
day the 7th, a total of more than 6 
inches of rain fell. I was not aware 
that mud was able to grind every-
thing to a sudden halt. And it was 
during this deluge of water when, I 
believe, I was tested. Not just men-
tally, but physically, spiritually, and 
even emotionally. 

There were a few of us who came 
out to the fairgrounds, but only 
three stayed for the entire dura-
tion. Myself, Pastor Jeremy, and a 
mutual friend by name of Jason. 
Jason was injured on the second 
night, where he nearly broke his 
wrist. He escaped with a bad sprain 
and the top layer of skin ripped off 
a small area on one of his palms.  

The rains fell harder that night as 
we attempted to keep our tents 

from blowing away. A lot of back 
and forth and trying to communi-
cate through the thunder and the 
driving rain. For an hour we literal-
ly held down the fort. Standing wa-
ter turned into mud a few inches at 
a time. Over the span of a week 
our small plot of land was rezoned 
into a mud pit. 

On the third night the rainstorms 
came again, but the wind wasn’t 
present this time. We figured the 
tents would shed the water, and 
they would be good for the night. 
However, one of the tents did not 

shed water; the canvas collected it 
instead. The steel bars buckled un-
der the enormous pressure and 
collapsed in a tangled heap. Total 
loss. 

We let it sit there for a day. We 
waited to see if there would be a 
break in the rain so we could re-
move it without being soaked in 
the process. Friday the 5th came, 
the rain broke for only an hour or 
so, and we began the process of 
removing the former fold up tent. 
It was too bulky and mangled to 
remove as it was. So in typical ado-

lescent male behavior, using brute 
force, I removed one of the twisted 
and bent tent legs and proceeded 
to beat the heap as a means of 
breaking it into manageable 
chunks. I had a few good swings, 
and on the fourth swing it hap-
pened. 

In the swings prior, I had broken 
some pieces apart--hinges, cross 
bars, support beams, etc. I hit the 
heap with such force that one of 
the metal bars swung around on its 
pivot. Its jagged edges swung back 
around and connected with the left 
side of my face. 

It came down with such force that 
it fractured my left eye socket, 
missing eye by a fraction of an 
inch. The resulting photo was taken 
four days later. In the photo you 
can see that it caught my brow 
slightly, then caught my lower eye-
lid and the main force dealt out in 
the bruise. The impact resulted in a 
fracture in the orbital rim of my 
lower left eye socket. Specifically a 
zygomatic fracture. As I write this 
in mid-December of 2018, the rem-
nants of the bruise are still visible, 
and the knot at the break in my eye 
socket can still be felt. 

Despite what could have easily 
been the removal of my left eye, I 
can see (no pun intended) the 
hand of God moving during that 
miserable week. I learned to Praise 
God in the Storm. This link will 
send you to the song that best fits 
the point I am trying to make: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=MUWbmtbzDno  

This is Pastor Amos reminding you 
that even though the storm rages 
on, and pain comes, there is a pur-
pose for it. Keep it in Jesus. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUWbmtbzDno
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUWbmtbzDno
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 “No matter what you have done, no 

matter how far you may have trav-

eled away from God, His hand is 

still reaching out to you today.  You 

can be the Sheep of His Hand.  God 

is ready to bring you “New Life” 

through His Son Jesus.  If you are 

ready for a new start, then make a 

new start with Jesus today...  

It’s simple.  Every person born is 

dead in trespasses and sin, and eve-

ry person born needs “New Life”.  

When you ask Jesus to come into 

your life you are asking for Him to 

make you whole, a new creation.  

Your sins are then put onto Jesus 

and His righteousness is put into 

you.  This is God’s plan for His cre-

ation.  It is finished, sin will no 

longer have dominion over you. 

You’ve probably heard that 

Jesus died on the cross for your 

sins.  This means that the 

death of Jesus has paid the 

price for every man’s sin.  You 

see sin needs a death payment.  

It will either be you or Jesus.  

Since Jesus already paid that 

price and has risen from the 

dead, declaring that sin is de-

feated, the “ball” is now in 

your court.   

Salvation is literally on the tip of 

your tongue.  “...because, if you 

confess with your mouth that Jesus 

is Lord and believe in your heart 

that God raised Him from the 

dead, you will be saved.”  

Romans 10:9 ESV 

Love, 
Christian Life         Magazine 

 

Thank you to all of our “Ministry 
Messengers” who faithfully send 
out this Pure Gospel Publication 
to everyone who needs it.  

If you would like to become a 
Ministry Messenger please go to 
our website- ChristianLifeMaga-
zine.org or send your request to                          
MinisryMesseners@gmail.com  

 

We want to publish your testimo-
ny in Christian Life Magazine. 

Please send your letters of 500 
words or less to:  

Christian Life Magazine 

P.O. Box 445  

Newton, IA 50208 or to:  

ChristianLifeMagazine.org  
 

Submission does not guarantee publication.   All 
letters containing hateful, graphically lewd gestures 
of disrespect, or the misuse of Holy Biblical Scrip-
ture will not be published. 

All  letters received, including digital correspond-
ence becomes the property of Christian Life Maga-
zine and cannot be returned even when instructed.  

Christian Life Magazine is a registered non-profit 
organization who neither supports or endorses any 
political candidate.  Political commentary is strictly 
informational, for the perceived  interests of the 
reader of Christian Life Magazine. 
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